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Amelia, or The Faithless Briton
This short story is a haven of social elements that characterize human beings. One of the elements that showcase a social aspect is the desire to be of help to those in need. Amelia and Horation (her father) distanced themselves from the revolution fray with little interest in the affairs. When war broke out, Horatio showed a humane character by advancing with his domestics to administer comfort and the necessary help to the wounded soldiers and also to offer a better interment for the victims of the conflict (Seward, p3). He also rescued one of the wounded soldiers named Doliscus whom he administers care from his cottage. Doliscus is a young soldier of a noble family in England. Amelia also shows mercy by helping the wounded guest to recover. When Doliscus recovered fully, he was much thankful to Horatio.
Also, there exists an element of helping family members whenever one of the senior members dies. When Horatio’s wife died, he made sure that his son and daughter received the necessary care that is offered by a parent. Horatio ensured that the children received education and other relevant basic needs, including parental love. On the same, the death of Doliscus’s father made the soldier step in and helps his dependents.
Again, the story reveals how human beings are social animals by showcasing the element of closeness and romantic love. While helping the soldier to recover, Amelia had strong compassion and feelings of love for the solider whom from his vast experience of seduction and romance, seduced her. He took advantage of her innocence to lure her into the traps of love. Doliscus exploited Amelia sexually to the extent that she forgot about the absence of her brother (Seward p4). The force of love that engulfed Amelia made her glue to Doliscus fearing any possible breakup or separation. They even had a private marriage as a way of cementing their relationship. However, things fell apart when Amelia became pregnant with the soldier. The soldier gradually started distancing himself from Amelia, leading to desperation. Ass fate could have it; the child died after only three days of existence. The episode escalated bitterness in the life of Amelia whom Doliscus saw no reason or significance unlike before.
It is true to say that Amelia hid her relationship with Doliscus from her father. However, their relationship came before the public domain when she became pregnant. Despite the betrayal, her father took it easy and understood it as one of the significant challenges of parenthood. When Doliscus’s father died, he relocated to England, leaving Amelia desperate (Seward p7). She decides to follow him. The episodes reversal how another person's actions can influence the way the other party acts in life. Even though she manages to trace him, the soldier did like the idea of staying with her. He organizes a cottage for Amelia's stay.
When Amelia delivered a baby boy, the child died after only three days of existence. She became mad of the whole affairs. Amelia decides to poison herself to evade the misery that ruled her life. Just as she rose and lifted the glass to gulp the poison, she heard some noise from the stairs. It was her father who had come to see her. Amelia abandoned her death mission and went to embrace her father, who always offered solace and support as a dedicated father. The father was also delightful to learn that her daughter had not yet swallowed the lethal substance. He encouraged her daughter to be healthy and cheer up by advising her that the errors committed by a person can expose him/her to the scandals of the world (Seward p10). The only element that can violate the inward serenity was guilt. The father also smoothened Amelia’s heart by proclaiming that the death of the child is the perfect work of the Lord. He then helped in the burying of the deceased child.
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