The American Project

WHAT:	A 1,500-word, critical essay about an American poem or story


DETAILS:	Students will select a poem or story from the Reading Schedule and write a critical essay concerning that text.  Typical essay structure includes an introduction to the text (which can contain author biography as it relates directly to the composition of that text), information about the text’s corresponding literary movement, as well as sufficient explanation of the selected text with plenty of specific textual quotes/references.  The essay should contain any appropriate discussion of pertinent poetic or narrative devices.  The essay must conform to proper MLA documentation, including a Works Cited page.  You should have at least three academic sources.  Typically, web sites accessed through Google are not academic sources. 


GRADE:	I will grade your essay on research effort, insight into the work, and quality of writing.  In addition, I will grade your presentation on audience and visual appeal, content, and explanation/analysis of the assigned text with plenty of specific textual quotes/references.  

ADVICE:	While you should offer some brief biographical information about your author, especially if it relates directly to the assigned text, you should limit this information.  Do your absolute best to transition quickly to discussing, reviewing, or analyzing the assigned text.  Dedicate most of your time to this endeavor.  
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