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Text Analysis
The book of Philemon is one of the most interesting and shortest books. It is mainly like a relationship book where we can closely see the relationship between Paul and his brother Timothy to Philemon. The book starts in a very friendly way. Paul salutes Timothy and refers to him as a fellow worker. He also salutes Apphia, who he refers to as sister and Archippus as fellow soldier. Close personal relationships are evident from these salutations. One of the very clear themes in this book is love and faith. Faith is clearly seen as Paul considers himself a prisoner for Christ Jesus and love is also clear on how he addresses the other fellow workers. Due to the love Paul has for the others, he even goes ahead and prays for them in verse 6 as he says “and I pray that the sharing of your faith may promote the knowledge of all good that is in our Christ.” It is interesting how careful Paul is as he addresses each person by their names and their relationship. In his plea o Onesimus, we learn how sometimes you may disregard a person and later become useful to you. Paul praises Onesimus for his faith in Christ and prays that he may share the same faith to others. It is clear how Paul is concerned with relationships as he refers to others as brothers and sisters. In addition, he is also concerned about the sharing of faith as he urges his “fellow workers” to share their faith to others. He also reveals his boldness in urging others to share without claiming his own authority but referencing Christ. 
