Analysis of academic sources
(Literature review)
Purpose:
An analysis of academic sources is a systematic account of the current state of Social Science knowledge on a specific topic; it is a standard feature in most Social Science manuscripts. It synthesizes past research based on common themes and findings.

The purpose of this assignment is to practice developing your own mini-literature review on a topic of your choosing. you can pick a new topic as long as it fits one of the following themes:

· Mental health
· Minority/immigrant issues
· Social inequalities
· Social media
· Social movements

Format:
A 1200-1500 words formally written analysis (excluding cover page and references section). The actual text should be organized into at least five paragraphs, including an introduction and a conclusion (see lecture on literature reviews). Each body paragraph should begin with a clear topic sentence and end with final sentence(s) that (a) criticize the sources used in a given paragraph and (b) set the pace for the next paragraph. Within the paragraph, you must refer to the authors that mentioned the paragraph’s theme in their work.
Here is a blueprint to follow for the entire assignment:

Intro:
· Catchy statement
· Research topic
· Research question
· List all three themes
Shared Argument/Theme 1:
· Topic sentence
· Oldest citation
· Any important concepts that are defined by this author
· Second oldest citation
· Explain how it is similar/different from previous citation
· Any important concepts that are defined by this author
· Third oldest citation
· Explain how it is similar/different from previous citations
· Any important concepts that are defined by this author
· Repeat until you analyzed all your citations for this theme
· Introduce next theme
Repeat format of Shared Argument/Theme 1 for Shared Arguments/Themes 2 and 3
Conclusion:
· Repeat topic and question
· List topic sentence, but as hypotheses (answer to your research question)

There is an example of an analysis of academic sources on Lea. You should also use the course material on literature reviews to guide your work.

Formatting requirements:
Your literature review must follow APA style guidelines and citation rules:
· Double-spaced, in Times New Roman font size 12, with page numbers at the top right of each page at the top left of each page. 
· APA-style cover page: a descriptive title, your name, the date, our school, and a running head (top left), and page number (top right).  See the example on Léa as a reference.
· Proper APA in-text citation rules must be used each time you cite a source. 
· You must include an APA style References section on a separate page at the end of the text that includes all sources cited in your text. 
· For any issues with referencing, either mio me or email the library service: library.ref@johnabbott.qc.ca
Sources:
· In your analysis you must refer to a minimum of FOUR sources (academic articles, academic books, research reports) on your violence-related topic. 
· These are the same sources that you used for the annotated bibliography (except if some sources were judged to be inappropriate): you can still change those sources if you need to.
· You should paraphrase from each source at least once, and you should have a minimum of 8 in-text citations in the text.
A few tips: 
· As much as possible, do not quote directly. Instead, paraphrase (aka – put ideas from your sources into your own words).
· Do not simply summarize each of your sources. An analysis of academic sources is a synthesis, not a sequential list of the sources. The sources need to be merged based on common themes and findings.
· Although you may evaluate your sources and identify limitations, do not include your own opinions on your topic in the lit review. Any evaluation you offer should come directly from the sources themselves. 
· An example is available on Léa. Have a look at it as you start your work.


	Criteria
	Excellent:
Meets all criteria at a high level
	Needs improvement:
Meets some criteria; uneven
	Inadequate  
or missing

	Organization
· The analysis begins with an introduction and ends with a conclusion; 
· Each paragraph has a clear topic sentence.
· You list all your potential hypothesis in your conclusion
	6   4.8
	4.2   3.5
	2   0

	Analysis
· Body paragraphs are focused on common themes in the sources all answering the same question. 
· There are at least two different academic sources per paragraph.
· Arguments are listed chronologically.
· The similitudes and differences between the arguments are clearly assessed.
	9   7.2
	6.3   5
	3   0

	Sources
· Based on at least 4 academic sources that are authoritative and related to topic; 
· Contains at least 8 citations from all sources. 
· Citations and references respect APA guidelines
	9   7.2
	6.3   5
	3   0

	Style & mechanics
Syntax, grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct; formal, academic tone and referential style; accurate vocabulary
	1
	0.5
	0.25   0



