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Analytical Response
Hidden Voices  
The hidden voices project forms part of a collaboration between the New York city department of education and the museum of the city of New York. This project aims to help students learn and honor the innumerable people who have shaped and continue to shape our identity and history even though excluded from traditional historical records. The author points out that in teaching and learning history, diverse figures tend to be excluded from the shared historical narrative. The hidden voices project allows students to learn about history in a multi-faceted perspective that reveals the full story of our past. In a diverse approach to learning history, the traditional historical figures are not ignored, but rather it is acknowledged that other people were also present and made contributions. These people are the focus of the hidden voices project.
The author further argues that there is too much history, and remembering all of it can be challenging. The criteria for choosing what to remember should be based on importance, profundity, relevance, durability, and quantity. A culturally responsive approach to teaching history allows students to find their own voices because they analyze the past and make a connection between the past and present. It facilitates the exploration of inclusive learning experiences that validate the contributions and perspectives of those underrepresented groups and individuals. It incorporates a profile of lesser-known figures who have had an impact on the history of New York City. An example of such lesser figures is Wong Chin Foo, who came to New York to search for reliable work but ended up championing for justice of the diverse people of the nation.
From reading the text, it is evident how subjective history can be and not only the history of New York City. How have people been determining what needs to be included in the traditional historical narratives without being biased to certain prominent figures. It is important that only the essential parts of history be prioritized. Still, it is also essential to identify how the lesser-known events and figures shaped what we currently consider traditional historical narratives. Historical narratives are unable to take into record all the happening of the past, and it is the reason why the hidden voices project is significant because it gives us a different perspective of history. A perspective that is completely different from what most people consider their ordinary.
Academic and Social Value of Ethnic Studies
	The research review of the academic and social value of studies offers important insight into learning and how it can be made effective. Ethnic studies are concerned with the knowledge and perspectives of an ethnic group such as Asian Americans and reflect on the perspectives that align with the group's intellectual and lived experiences. The author of this research review notes that ethnic studies came about to counter the traditional mainstream curricula, which was more focused on specific ethnic groups only, such as the Euro-American perspective of learning (Sleeter, 2011). From the studies that were reviewed, it is evident that Euro-American views dominate mainstream curricula at the expense of the perspectives of other ethnic groups such as African Americans, Asian Americans, and even Latinos. Such dominance of a particular perspective makes students from other ethnic backgrounds disengage from academic learning because they cannot identify with it.
	Identity is important in people's lives and especially for students. The author believes that education should be relevant, affirming, and meaningful to people’s identities, thus the need for ethnic studies to cater to the perspectives of every ethnic group. Research on the academic impact of ethnic studies shows that when curricula are designed to help students grapple with a diverse range of perspectives, then a higher level of thinking is achieved for the students (Sleeter, 2011). Ethnic studies curricula designed for various student groups would therefore be effective, and both students of color and white students have been shown to benefit from ethnic studies. The author makes a solid argument to support the research evidence that well-designed and well-taught ethnic studies have a positive and profound impact on the academic and social outcomes of students.
	Certain students have always been advantaged as a result of the traditional mainstream curricula that were dominated by a Euro-American perspective. From research, however, it is evident that such dominance not only disadvantaged students from other ethnicities but also limited the outcomes of white students. The reason being that without multiple perspectives on academics and ways of life, students can not have higher levels of thinking because they are not challenges to consider varying scenarios. Only familiar narratives are reinforced. On the other hand, it makes sense while students of color would disengage from academic studies because people naturally become uninterested in things that do not consider them. Inclusion is very important in curricula and history, among other things.
	In both the hidden voices and the value of ethnic studies, novel ways have been introduced to challenge the existing traditional way of doing things. In the hidden voices project, a culturally responsive approach and perspective to history are established, which challenges the existing shared historical narrative that focuses on prominent figures and events. The research review on the value of ethnic studies also introduces ethnic studies as a counter to the traditional mainstream curricula that was focused on the Euro-American perspective on learning. Both texts also show how subject people can be, whether regarding history, academics, or the lives of different ethnic groups. Human nature is subjective to an individuals’ or groups’ experiences and point of view, and this prompts the need to consider varying perspectives on issues. From the reading, one cannot help but wonder how much of what we are taught is subject and only represents a section of the broader truth. Also, is it possible to achieve objectivity, whether in historical narratives or curricula? However, considering multiple perspectives on things helps people raise questions that increase awareness and inclusion.
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