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Extensive research over the years on evolution ecology provides substantial information on animal mating behaviors. However, despite the presence of this knowledge, comprehension of the evolutionary causes and consequences of polyandry remain elusive. Germain, Arcese, and Reid highlight possible benefits of polyandry, including changing the sibship structures, association, and relatedness in female descendants, therefore, minimizing the risk of future inbreeding. These effects, however, have not been measured in naturally complex mating systems that involve overlapping generation, iteroparity, polygyny, and sequential polyandry. 
The researchers used long-term genetic and social pedigree data from Melospiza melodia to measure the effects of polyandry for broods sibship structures and relatedness and relationship distribution among potential mates. The study findings indicated that polyandry increased half-sibships and reduced full sibships. However, these consequences greatly varied in females and were fewer than they would be in the absence of polyandry.   

