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Poe, Edgar Allan “The Masque of the Red Death” The Complete Works of Allan Edgar Poe edited by James A. Harrison, Vol. 4, Thomas Y. Crowell, 1920, pp. 250-58. HathiTrust Digital Library, hdl.handle.net/2027/coo.31924079574368.
The Masque of the Red Death is a short story written by Edgar Allan Poe in 1845.  He writes a story about London's history. The Black Death led to the killing of 20 million people. In his story, a disease termed Red Death sweeps the fictional country, the poem's setting. The people are dying very fast and gruesomely. While the disease spreads like wildfire, Prospero the Prince feels happy and very hopeful. To protect himself from the plague, he chooses to lock the palace's gate and ignores the disease sweeping the land. He then decides to hold a decorative masquerade ball after some months, and the celebration shows how his single room is decorated with single colors. He uses the blue color to decorate the easternmost room and the glass windows with stains of blue paint. Rooms on the west side have an arrangement of green, violet, white, and orange. Black color is used in the seventh room, while the windows with red paint. The Prince room has an ebony clock; every hour the clock rings, it blares and distracts people, and they stop talking while the orchestra goes silent. When the clock stops, the room is so beautiful with colors and full of dreams spinning among the celebrators. There comes a tall figure and very horrifying, and the people looked scared. The prince hurries with a dagger, but the tall figure turns, causing the prince to fall and die on the floor.
From Edgar Poe's story, he fails to make the reader understand the narrator of the story. Each character faces death apart from death himself. Personally, the story is beneficial, as it shows no matter how you try to escape; time will come when you die. Therefore, death is inevitable.
Goldman, Anne. "Questions of Transport: Reading Primo Levi Reading Dante." The Georgia Review, vol. 64, no. 1, Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia by and on behalf of the University of Georgia and the Georgia Review, 2010, pp. 69–88, http://www.jstor.org/stable/41403188.
Dante started writing a poem about seven hundred years ago, but it was not published until 1314.  Ann Goldman narrated the writings of Dante when the printing press in Europe was cumbersome to print. She tells how every week, newsprint was supplied for recycling in her California hometown. When she was 30 years old, a Jew directed her to Dante's gate. She surveys the poet's "cittàd olente in the presence of Primo Levi am a man who had just returned from 15 years ago from the alternative city of death. Ulysses remembers the story of the inferno, while Ugolino remembers the pain she went through. Although the pain is too deep, the souls remain. She tells how her encounter with another person gathered a kind courtesy and seemed like a figure to reckon with.
One major criticism is how the story does not reveal whether the narrator is reliable or not. The story encourages me to scale high no matter the circumstances. It needs one to shake off the challenges we go through daily.
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