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Student 1: Parental investment is the time and energy that primate parents spend in caring for their offspring's benefit. Since female parents produce less offspring and have longer periods of time in between giving birth to their babies, they are able to provide way more attention to them by providing them with food and teaching them about social roles and social behavior generally, therefore increasing their chances of their species' survival. Similar to humans, primates have long growth and developmental periods due to their high level of intelligence relative to other animals. Primates' brains are large and therefore provide the brainpower in primate evolution. The back portion of the brain where visual signals are processed is expanded in primates; and in contrast, the areas of the brain associated with smell and hearing are smaller than in other mammals. Humans of course have the largest brain relative to body size and the most elaborate neural connections between regions of the brain among all primates. This combination of greater mass and complexity therefore provides humans with greater intelligence, leading humans to develop language and advanced culture. 

Compared to other mammals. primates have three main characteristics when it comes to primate parenting. 

1) Fertility, where they give birth to a relatively few offspring at a time, commonly just one.

2) Birth interval, which are relatively long periods between births.

3) Preadult care, which is elongated and intensive. 

Primate parents are able to eat a wide variety of foods similar to humans. The cause of this is in their teeth, or the retention of primitive dental characteristics, which are the incisors, canines, premolars, and molars. The mammalian ancestors of primates also has these same tooth types and therefore must have eaten a diverse range of foods. This definitely helps the primates and their kin survive and thrive away from being an endangered species. 

Overall, it is beneficial for primates including humans to provide social, emotional, and physical support to their children.
Student 2: It is amazing the difference in parenting and the level of investments primates have in their offspring compared to other animals. From pre birth when the mother is pregnant and in the early years of life primates exhibit a profound level of care for their offspring. One excellent example of a primates impact on its offspring is gorillas. Gorillas such as as the western lowland gorilla better known by its scientific name Gorilla gorilla gorilla care for their offspring for about 3 years before allowing them to be more independent. This gives them a sense of how the world works from a safe standpoint; they can see how to get food and be safe and how their pack works. Most pack leaders can be mean and harsh, but have been recorded as being gentle with infants because like humans they understand that their capacity for understanding is still in development. Another place where parental investment can have a big role in their offspring life is the parents' status in the pack that they are in. The Gorilla gorilla gorilla like all other gorillas live in packs and depending on the strength and status of the parent in that group results in how well they are treated and their likelihood of survival. Qualities in parenting like the ones primates show are different than other animals and happen less often also resulting in less offspring. When you think about insects they have no parenting period and they are born in great numbers compared to gorillas and other primates. This instinct to care for the offspring is the result in a larger brain and more complex thoughts/ emotions. It could be another reason primates usually have longer lives and lie towards the top of the food chain normally.

