Running Head: ANTI MEXICAN VIOLENCE IN TEXAS                                                    1

ANTI MEXICAN VIOLENCE IN TEXAS                                                                                    2











Anti-Mexican Violence in Texas
Name
Learning Institution 
Date









Anti-Mexican Violence in Texas
Introduction
"The injustice never leaves you," provides the unsettled reality check as demonstrated in the legacy of the Texas Rangers. Monica Martinez outlines a magisterial history of the state endorsed vigilante violence from its humble beginning in the 1830s (Martinez, 2018). It began as a way of protecting settlers; however, by the nineteenth century, it was a state-supported war along the Texas-Mexico Border to protect white racial supremacy.  Martinez reconstructions of anti-Mexican violence provide a priceless account of what triggered the incidence, why they happened, what they meant during that time and ensured the victims are still remembered. Carrigan and Webb, “Why Americans lynched Mexicans and Berger, “lynching in the west, erased from the history and photos" facilitates a better understanding of the entire occurrence. The essays seek to discuss the primary Martinez argument, how the book promotes understanding of  Mexican-American relations on borderlands, why Garcia’s murder can be described as ordinary, the Texas Rangers, the role of vigilantism in nineteenth and twentieth century, evidence to support Martinez argument and if they are convincing or not.
Martinez Primary Argument
One of the most significant arguments from Martinez is that the rangers’ brutality against the Mexicans, along with the state-supported violence was common knowledge in Texas-Mexicans districts in the twentieth century (Martinez, 2018). She primarily bases her arguments on remembering the tragic as much as forgetting it. The book focuses on addressing the need to consider a new analysis of the Texas Ranger's violence. In her methodology, she records specific actions of savagery and investigated how the involved tried to put them in context. 
Mexican-American Relations on Borderlands
Using clear, self-confident terms, the author demonstrates that Texas has a long history of sanctioned abuse and conspiracy of brutality. In the book, Monica sets the states border militarization, nation-building, and progress against the resilience of its marginal communities (Martinez, 2018). Besides, the organization of the book reinforces its argument by showing how the state conceals its violence against the Mexican (Martinez, 2018). Therefore, I think that Martinez hopes her book will help people understand Mexican-Americans relations on the borderland.
Why Garcia's Murder can be described as "Ordinary."
Anti- Mexican violence was state-sponsored violence towards gaining the whites racial supremacies along the borderlands. According to Martinez, the Texas Rangers and vigilantes took laws in their hands, making it difficult to find justice for Garcia’s death (Berger, 2012). Since the state government endorsed the killings, the murder case was considered something ordinary. While operating in the rural areas in Texas, it enabled the perpetrators to engage in brutal killings without scrutiny. According to Carrigan and Webb, the killings were racially based; therefore, when a white murdered a Mexican, blacks, or Latino; it was considered something ordinary (Carrigan & Webb, 2015). Besides, the attempts to seek justice failed, resulting in more deaths, a situation which could be described as "ordinary."
Texas Rangers and why they were founded
According to Martinez, “the injustice never leaves you," the legacy of the Texas Rangers is tracked from ancient times in the 1830s (Martinez, 2018). Initially, it began as a small group of armed men that was initiated by Stephen Austin to safeguard the settlers. However, in the late nineteenth century, the small band led to a state-sponsored terror group towards securing white hegemonic along the Mexico-Texas border. During the Mexico revolutionary upheaval, a lot of refugees streamed through the border, which resulted in Texas rangers bandit wars against the Mexicans.
The role of Vigilantism along the border between Mid Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries
In the nineteenth and twentieth century, the law enforcement and vigilantes which included Taxes rangers killed Mexicans with impunity. This act of enacting perceived justice without legal authority saw thousands of Mexicans perish along the borderland.  Working in the remote areas propelled vigilantism which enabled the soldiers to their worst; beating, shooting, hanging and burning victims to death without scrutiny, thus contributing to intimidation and terror (Martinez, 2018). According to Carrigan and Webb, "Why Americans lynched Mexicans," vigilantism significantly contributed to the revolutionary uprising which saw many refugees cross to America. Additionally, changed the perception of the US, whereby the majority viewed it as a racist state as a result of the economic shift.
Sources Martinez Uses to support her Argument
The legacy of Texas violence is the main argument throughout the book, which Martinez addresses in her study. To sufficiently support her Argument, she uses personal events to portray the commonalities among the actions by the Rangers. For Example, mob violence in Rocksprings Texas, in 1910 that involved lynching Antonio Rodriguez by burning (Martinez, 2018). According to Martinez, the county jail which Antonio was forcibly removed is still constant to date, which is clear evidence over her argument.
Is Martinez's argument is convincing?
I believe that Martinez’s argument is convincing. Notably, historians such as Carrigan and Webb, “Why Americans lynched Mexicans and Berger, “lynching’s in the west, erased from the history and photos” explicitly demonstrate that Texas violence was state-directed (Carrigan & Webb, 2015).  In my opinion, I strongly support Martinez on her writing, because she sheds light on bandit’s war which has been canceled for years.
Conclusion
The anti-Mexican violence in Texas remains a dreadful story to hear for the Mexicans. “The injustice never leaves you” clearly outlines the events surrounding the mass killings along the Texas-Mexican borderland. According to her argument, the vigilantism was conducted by the Rangers who initially guarded the settlers. However, the situation escalated to hundreds of killings, until when death was seen as an ordinary thing. Martinez used examples of such incidences to prove her argument which makes me feel that the case is convincing.
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