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Maria   Antoinette—Traitor or heroine? 
The paper strives to lace together facts to substantiate the point that Marie Antoinette was a traitor who used the lucrative and powerful position as a queen to bring down the French monarchy. The paper will cement the thesis by the use of three pillars. They include her naïve nature towards the familiar people, especially the poor, and her hand in the decline in the monarchy's moral standards. Also, the queen committed high treason,
Maria Antoinette is among the notable females France has ever had. She remembered for her alleged remarks, "Let them eat cake," that became a proper catchphrase in France even though there is scanty information to pin her on the said statement (Herber p301). Historically, she was the last queen of France who was blamed for having had a hand in the great French unrest which culminated into revolts in France. Also, the unrest lend to the end to monarchical leadership (Crawford p88). Questions might linger about who Marie Antoinette was.  Maria was born in 1755 in Vienna (Austria) as a daughter to the Empress of Austria by the name, Maria Theresa and Francis 1(a Roman Emperor). Marie was the 15th child whose birth coincides with an era characterized by high levels of instability in European monarchies. Maria lived a carefree childhood marked with typical aristocratic education that had critical elements of moral values and religion.  Even though she was an archduchess, Maria's educational background was much wanting and unfit for such magnificent elevation to the royal status.  Her teachers did not accord her the necessary standards of educational achievement set by the Empress; hence, she was considered as an illiterate queen who struggled to read and write (Delalex, Marla, and Milovanovic).  She excelled in other faculties that include music and dancing, the attributes that thoroughly explain the extravagant life that she led. Another negative characteristic that was part of her is the inability to concentrate. In 1766, Theresa pledged a hand in marriage for her daughter to France's future King by the name—King Louis xvi. Theresa took such a step to cement their ties between the thrones of Habsburg and France (Fowler p65).  It was purposed to preserve a delicate alliance between France and Austria that had developed in 1763 after the end of the Seven Years War. The two were later married off in 1970 in Vienna. Marie was only 15 years old, while King Louis xvi was only 16 years. Marie was considered very intelligent, beautiful with ash-blonde hair, but also frivolous and lazy. The traits formed barriers of being taught the ways of the French culture. Even though she was a public figure, her life was a difficult one. She found it hard to settle down in her new roles as a queen and wife to a king (Fowler, p67). It seemed that she was rushed to the institution of marriage when she was not ready. Her endless letters to her mother were proof that she endured homesickness. The cultural differences between Austria and France were also a center of friction in her life. She once complained about some of the rituals that she was supposed to perform as a member of the royal family. "I put on my rouge and wash my hands in front of the whole world" (Fowler, p69). She exclaimed about a ceremony where she was supposed to wear makeup before a multitude of courtiers. The Court of Versailles under the leadership of Louis xv was much more ceremonial than the Court of Vienna, which was much informal.  Francis Stephen stimulated the leading of free private life as opposed to the strict conventions and transparency observed in Versailles.  Maria attained the highest royal status of the queen of France in 1774 at a tender age of 19. This was after the death of Louis xv in the same year, which paved the way for Louis xvi to succeed him as the King (Hardman p18).
The personality traits of the royal couple could not articulate.  Scrutiny of their personalities equates to viewing the wrong end of the telescope. The new King was an introvert who was weak in making concrete decisions. He was also shy and sorted for pleasure in metalwork and reading. In contrast, the queen was a party butterfly who was bold and outgoing. Her life was highly vivacious with all symptoms and activities of gambling, trailing fashions extravagantly, and partying. She also led a scandalous life marked with political pornography and less care for the ordinary people. The contrast attributed to the sharply contrasting cultures of   LA Dauphine (France) and Archduchess (Austria). The clash of civilizations made her deficient as a member of the French Court (Fowler p80). Another obstacle that she faced was the French xenophobia. During that time, sentiments against Austria that were the significant background noises in the French Court reduced the queen to a primary target from the courtiers who were firmly against the forged alliance between Austria and France(Delalex et al.). As a product of the Court of Vienna, her culture was not compatible with that of the French Bourbons. The culture of the French Court was perceived to be the right one for a queen. This stance was controversial to that of the Vienna court. In other words, what seemed welcome in Austria was unwelcome in France (Fowler p88). It means that the courtiers in the French Court had a negative and predetermined attitude towards Marie even before her travel to France. Another critical letdown is Maria's physical attributes, which were perceived as unattractive and unfit in the French Court.  She had an uneven hairline with a high forehead and a lower lip that protruded outwardly.  Her characteristics were of the Hapsburg descent. Despite her numerous negativities, she strives to fit in the system by enhancing her beauty and observing court etiquette.
Marie Antoinette as a traitor
The position of a queen is cherished in any monarchical government. A queen is instrumental in shaping and or helping the King to lead in the appropriate way (Harris). She serves as the immediate helper of the King. It is said that behind every successful man, there is a woman.  Considering her husband's undesirable traits (including dullness and unsociability), she was expected to rise to the occasion to cushion her husband. Despite her efforts to live to the expectations, her limitations outpaced her positive contributions to the Court of Versailles and the kingdom as a unit. The three significant facts that carry a radical surgery on her reputation are discussed below;
The decline in the moral standards of the monarchy
The royal family is supposed to be the paragon of society. It should set an excellent example for other community members to emulate. However, that was not the case for the French monarchy. The queen was a leading figure in most of the wrong pages. One of the most tarnishing reputations is her pornographic identity (Bashor p 36).  The queen engaged in sexual encounters with guests at the palace, hence demeaning the King's general public status. Her infidelities also broke the vital bond of the royal family. She betrayed not only her husband but also her children.  It is alleged that she carried out such activities in Versailles's apartments. She also had a romantic affair with Fersen, a Swedish Count (Shapiro p1). Their interactions led to the birth of two of the heirs. The Swedish lover was also the responsible father to Sophie even though the daughter died an infant.  Her sexual endeavors were infinite.  The pornographic pamphlets revealed that the queen also engaged in sexual activities with immediate friends, both males and females. Her engagement in sexual activities with other men put the monarchy in a comprising situation of being inherited by foreigners (Shapiro p7).  The worst sexual perversion was the allegation of her sexual engagement with her son by the name Louis xvii. She wanted to dominate her son sexually to win control over him to dispose of the French monarchy at will (Crawford p89). The queen also lowered the dignity of royalty by engaging in high levels of gambling. The queen is told to have had a little card purse. She could spend a considerable share of the fortunes on gambling. It is said that in most of the evenings, "she could contrive to lose five or six hundred or a thousand Louis dór at Lansquenet, or other games of hazard." (Herber p314) Tea Trianon notes that the queen started gambling at a tender age while still in Austria. The reality that France had a queen who was an addict to gambling is much demeaning. It stripped off the royal Court the excellent reputation that it deserved. Her habit was not only a disgrace to the Royal Court but also the whole monarchy. The French people of that time had no pride in their queen.
She did not have the ordinary people at heart.
The queen led a life characterized by exceptional items and scandals. In the contemporary world, she is remembered for her extravagance and excesses. While the ordinary people were grappling with the harsh economic times, the queen was busy loving herself by pampering her life with all sorts of luxurious items (Herber p 321). The French people were overburdened by the heavy taxation and the shortage of food. At this time, she put much emphasis on her care and hair by becoming insensitive to her people's poor conditions.  Her popular hairstyle was pouf, which could be designed up to 90 centimeters high.
On top of that, she cherished the use of perfume, which was used to create an aroma in the palace and also on her body.  Her favorite scent was panache. What exacerbated the situation is that she used the money of her people in such a despotic manner. Her mother (Maria Theresa) also became concerned about her heavy spending habits (Herber p314).
Many people of that time blamed the financial turmoil on her by claiming that the degraded economic situation was due to her inconsiderate spending of the people's money. The financial crisis made it difficult for the monarchy to pay debts. This resulted in the famous Flour War that took place in 1775. The war escalated into a sequence of riots because of the high sky prices of bread and flour.  As people languished in Poverty and others died in the streets and villagers because of hunger, the queen spent people's money to cushion her luxurious lifestyle and the fulfillment of her selfish desires (Miller p 150).  She spent on English dresses made from indiene. Her maidens were also the immediate beneficiaries of such fashions.
She did not have her subjects at heart.  Instead of helping her husband with official duties, the queen used most of her valuable time indulging in extravagant ventures and socializing. The most infuriating story is that, as people succumbed to hunger, the queen commissioned the putting up of the Petit Hameau (a hamlet that had gardens, watermills, lakes, cottages, and a farmhouse) on the vast grounds of the palace (Harris). The secluded model farm was used by the maidens and the queen to clad in magnificent costumes and pretend to be shepherdesses and milkmaids (Fowler p83).  It was alleged that the queen never wore a dress twice. Four pairs of shoes were availed to her every week and that she owned 18 pairs of gloves that were pastel-colored. The gloves were scented with a variety of perfumes that included carnation, violet, and hyacinth (Herber p 319). Indeed, her obsession with her beauty and physical appearance at the expense of the citizens is enough proof that she betrayed her people.
Marie Antoinette committed treason.
As a queen, Marie was not 100% patriotic to France. She still had outside ties with Austria (her native land). When other European monarchies planned to ambush France, the queen was alleged to have communicated the army plans of France to the enemies (Jansen p 120). Austria, which was under the leadership of her brother, was the direct beneficiary of such information.  When Prussia and Austria staged war on France, the queen was accused of having committed treason. The queen refused to agree with the Girondins, which resulted in denouncing the Austrian comity.  It was also alleged that Marie Antoinette offered ammunition to enemies of France (Crawford p 90). Such an allusion led to the abolishing of the French monarchy. During the harsh times of the French revolution, the queen planned to run away with her family instead of looking for a better solution to the problem together with her husband (Jansen p 122). Their plan did not materialize because the coach that they were using was easily spotted. They were recaptured and imprisoned. It is of no surprise that she was executed.
Conclusion
 In recap, Marie Antoinette was a princess from Austria who married a French prince by the name, Louis xvi. Their marriage was full of contrast due to their different cultural backgrounds. As a queen, Marie Antoinette was a traitor who used the lucrative and powerful position to bring down the French monarchy. The characters that made her a traitor include her naïve nature towards the ordinary people, especially the poor. The queen spent people's money on fashion and leading a largish life. Again, she had a hand in the decline in the moral standards of the monarchy. The queen was implicated in explicit pornographic scandals and gambling. Besides, she also committed high reason by giving military information to France's enemies, including Austria, who was under the leadership of her brother.
Her character traits show that, as a wife to a leader, one needs to demonstrate high moral values. This is to ensure the dignity of the royal family as well as that of the nation. She needs to be noble and a role model to society. Also, a leader's wife needs to be philanthropic. She is supposed to put the interests of her people at heart as she avoids being egocentric.  It is also apparent that high treason is a weighty offense that attracts a weighty penalty. People should learn to be patriotic and avoid supporting enemy states, for it amounts to betrayal. It is also apparent that cultural difference is a matter to be considered during marriage.
Considering that Prince Louis got married to Marie at a tender age of 16, it is clear that it is not wise to rush into marriage at an earlier age. Their incompatibility was due to their young age. They had not explored nor understood what the world entails. Marriage should be preserved for mature people capable of making sound decisions. It is right to affirm that Marie Antoinette was a traitor, for she led an extravagant life using the monarchy's money. This lead to the economic turmoil and widespread suffering of the French people. She also led an immoral life that demeaned the Royal Court. Lastly, the queen betrayed France by committing high treason.
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	The article explains the sexual escapades of the queen by the use of well-assembled pamphlets. The theme relates to my study for the research aimed at scrutinizing the life of the queen. The article is useful to my research, explaining in detail the queen's pornographic identity, including incest with her son. The author used a simple descriptive style that displays her intended message. The work is organized with headings and subheadings with every paragraph describing one episode. Shapiro is a professor of law. Currently, she is the director of the Supreme court of USA institute.
	
Bashor, Will. Marie Antoinette's World: Intrigue, Infidelity, and Adultery in Versailles. Rowman & Littlefield, 2020.29-70
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	Miller's article is about hoe the queen embraced fashion and magnificent dressing code in the Royal Court. The source relates to the study, for it elucidates how the queen loved style. The source is useful because it gives insights into how the queen was extravagant and didn't have the ordinary people at heart.  Even though it uses harder English, the article s has a glossary to explain the meanings of the words. The author used a descriptive style to put across her facts. Miller is a songwriter and well as a singer with vast ideas about the queen's lifestyle. A theme that she sings and writes about in poetry form.
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In this text, Hardman explains how the people of France lacked trust in the queen because of her Austrian roots. It also covers her mischievous deeds of committing treason that lead to the end of monarchy in France, her execution, and even the French revolution. She used to leak military information to the enemies of France. His explanations directly relate to my study, which also covers the political life of the queen. The text is useful for it gives the reason as to why the queen was a traitor. The author used simple language that can be understood by students of all levels. The reading employs a descriptive style that is comprehensible. It has pictures of the queen, Louis xvi, and illustrations of her attempted escape. Hardman has a doctorate in philosophy. He is also an author of various publications.



























