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Looking for a New Apartment
People usually find themselves in a dilemma when locating a new apartment. Some are not even aware of what kind of apartment there are looking for. Others may be specific to their characteristics but not find the perfect apartment.  It is the desire of every person to enjoy the comfort and tranquility of his home. A home is the place where an individual ought to feel safe and secure. The purpose of this assignment is to discuss some of the factors I look when locating an apartment. An apartment is defined as a single housing unit that is self-contained and used for residential purposes, in most cases, the unit is usually part of a bigger building with more than one apartment. The occupants usually pay rent on either a monthly or annual basis depending on the agreed upon contract. “Once the rent is paid, he or she will enjoy the unit without any kind of interference from the owner of the building.” (Watt-Evans, Lawrence, pg. 15)
First and foremost, before I decide on which apartment to select I must know the location of the unit. Location includes the neighbors, public facilities, access to good roads, security, availability of lights and water and the society culture.  Access to good road network ensures that I am not late going to work nor am I delayed in traffic jam. When the location is secure, I can easily drive or walk anytime without fear of being attacked, robbed or kidnapped. The apartment location ought to suit my lifestyle. I have always considered myself as a simple guy who does not require extravagant lifestyle. Therefore, I expect the location of the apartment is silent and free from rowdy and noisy tenants. “The locality must have ample parking space so that I do not find myself fighting for the small parking space.” (Neville, pg. 15)
Secondly, when looking for an apartment it is important to consider the size. Various buildings have different unit size with separate service. For me, I neither want a too big unit nor a small one. I will choose an apartment that will fit all my stuff without having to strain. Moreover, I expect that the unit can allow me to move freely without stumbling into objects. Ample space provides free movement and comfortability (Watt-Evans, Lawrence, pg. 33)
Another important factor to consider is the general condition of the apartment in terms of cleanliness and hygiene. When entering into an apartment sometimes one may be tempted to check in by just looking at the outside of the building. For my case, I always prefer to move in and examine whether all the amenities are working. The sanitation system should not be blocked and the sinks ought to have properly working pipe and water inlets. The windows must allow free flow of clean air. The building colloidal must be clean and not always wet. A good apartment will provide a healthy living condition for the occupants.  If the apartment meets all the other criteria I can arrange with the management so that it can be cleaned up and painted. In case the sinks are blocked, a plumber can be called in to do the necessary repairs. Unless the unit meets my standard requirement, I will not check into the apartment (Neville, pg. 34)
Price is the greatest factor that determines what apartment to rent. A personal budget determines the price range that you are willing to give for an apartment. The rental price is affected by the amenities, duration of the lease and the date of moving in. determining the price of the apartment is not only important for personal budget but also evaluation of whether the stated level matches the amenities. Before picking on an apartment, it is important to conduct a market study so as to establish the general market price of the units. The study will help you in ensuring you spent the least amount of money for the most quality unit. I will look for an apartment that is relatively cheap since I do not plan to stay there for a long time. Also, the apartment needs not to have unnecessary amenities since I will not be staying there during the day (Neville, pg. 40)
Finally, the property manager or the owner is another important factor to put into consideration. In most cases, tenants prefer quiet enjoyment of the property. With a nuisance of a property manager, one cannot peacefully rent an apartment. Moreover, one prefers a landlord or lady who is trustworthy and honest. The property manager must be from a company that is swift in responding to emergencies. For instance, in case of a fire outbreak, I require an owner who will not hesitate to call the fire response team. When I need my sink or electricity to be repaired, the owner ought to have ready personnel to help out. At times, one may be late on rent due to unavoidable circumstances. I expect the manager to give me ample time to pay up but I promise not to fail on the payments (Watt-Evans, Lawrence, pg.78)
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