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A Realization of Self: Theme of Change

The story, “Araby,” by James Joyce is about a boy who goes through an initiation stage from childhood to a young adolescent. He is depicted to be a romantic boy who is undergoing the changes that come with adolescence. His way of doing things and relating to girls changes, for instance, he gets infatuated with his friend Mangan's sister. The paper will give an analysis of the theme of change as discussed and depicted in the story ‘Araby” by James Joyce. 

Different evident incidences portray the theme of change in the story: First, is the setting of day and night. In the midst of the night silence, there are noises from the plays of the boy with his friends. When they move to their new house, the former tenant, a long-dead priest, had left the place in a weird but expected silence, with no life.  However, as the kid's family inhabits it, the house is brought back to life. That explains the setting change in that the house had been left in a weird but expected silence, with no life, but was brought back to life when the kid’s family inhabited the house. North Richmond Street is portrayed as gloomy and quiet despite the noise heard at night from playing children. It brings out a dull mood.
Behavioral change occurs when the boy goes through a phase of transition when his friend's sister comes to call the brother. The boy's feelings change, and he starts anticipating seeing the girl more often. That brings the romantic side of him and the way the story describes his gazes at the girl, portrays a dynamic change in his life. He is forced into a temporary paralysis of the mind in that he cannot concentrate in the classroom and each day his anticipation goes up. “I stood by the railings looking at her. Her dress swung as she moved her body, and the soft rope of her hair tossed from side to side." (241). In the boy's naivety, he signifies a normal shyness of a young man experiencing a transformation, and in this case, it is an emotional one. His routine changes in that when he wakes up he has to engage in a stalking game that is only known to himself. "Every morning I lay on the floor in the front parlor watching her door. The blind was pulled down to within an inch of the sash so that I could not be seen. When she came out on the doorstep, my heart leaped. I ran to the hall, seized my books and followed her" (242).
Third, there is psychological and emotional change whereby the boy’s feelings towards the girl propel him to do things he would not otherwise do. According to him, "Her image accompanied me even in places the most hostile to romance. Her name sprang to my lips at moments in strange prayers and through a multitude of foes." (243).  That is unusual, and he wouldn’t have done that under normal circumstances. The fascination he has towards that girl makes him do the unimaginable. When they finally speak, the boy portrays a daze that he does not understand. That brings out the emotional change. He depicts courage by promising to bring the girl a gift when he comes from the bazaar. This heroic act is also shown when he waits for his uncle and takes the brave step to go out at night. The uncle gets worried because of the time but agrees with the narrator's plan.

The psychological, scenery and emotional changes are the ones that bring the story to an absurd ending. The narrator partially succeeds on visiting the bazaar, but unfortunately, he does not achieve whatever he wanted; getting a gift for his probable love.  That leads to a change in his mood to that of excitement and anticipation to anger and hopelessness. "Gazing up into the darkness I saw myself as a creature driven and derided by vanity, and my eyes burned with anguish and anger." (245). 
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