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Archaeopteryx is regarded as an iconic fossil and archaeologists described it as the "missing link" between dinosaurs and birds. The fossil was first discovered by Hermann Von Meyer who was a German paleontologist in 1861and since its discovery; critical controversy has emerged concerning the origin of the birds and their connection or link with the dinosaurs (Wellnhofer, 2009).  There is an assertion that only seven specimens and an isolated feather of the fossil have been found in quarries near the Bavarian town which is located in Southern Germany (Harrison, 2012). The archaeopteryx looked more likely like a primitive bird, its skeleton looked like a small dinosaur, and it was arguably the size of a magpie. The fossil is distinguished from the modern birds since it has a full set of teeth, long bony tail, and three claws attached to its wings for grasping on branches. Also, the Archaeopteryx did not have full reversed toes like the modern birds, and hence, it could not perch. It, however, had wings as well as feathers like birds and could also fly. The Archaeopteryx was 20 inches long, weighed from 0.8-1 kilogram and fed on lizards, frogs, beetles and mites
Harrison (2012), argue that Archaeopteryx primarily lived on land and also near stagnant and salty lagoons in the tropical regions. In some cases, the Archaeopteryx was caught up in storms as they flew over water. There is also an assertion that all the specimens of the Archaeopteryx depicted characteristics of immaturity and due to this, they were unable to survive storms and adverse environmental weather conditions. In 2011, a new fossil was discovered in Liaoning-China and scientists argued that the Archaeopteryx was in the lineage of dinosaurs and its evolution gave rise to the modern birds. Its similarity with birds was the basis of its description as the first bird.
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