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The article “Why Software Should Not Have Owners” is an essay by Richard Stallman in which he describes his position on why software should be free. Richard’s most significant concern is that having software owners affects the public’s freedom and prosperity. He elaborates how software owners usually defend their power by offering their arguments economically and emotionally for their selfish gain. In addition to that, Richard explains his stand against the idea of having software owners and uses several examples to let everyone understand the repercussions of this act (Stallman, 2021). Throughout his article, his main objective is to expound on various ways of offering financial support in developing software. He does these explanations by revealing the effects of limiting the use of a software program.
The harmful effects of restricting the use of software are: only a few people can afford the software program, and this harm has more impact if the program is widely beneficial, in case the program has a technical problem, the users cannot correct it, and it prevents several other programmers from learning. Besides, Richard elaborates how limiting the use of software programs impairs social cohesion that generally exists between neighbors. The impairment happens when one decides to sign a license agreement for a particular software program for ethical reasons and denies their neighbor access to the same software (Stallman, 2021). Moreover, software programs are usually developed to make them easy to modify so that they maintain the ever-changing trend in technology. This modification is made possible by the “source code” customarily written in a specific and unique programming language. He says that limiting the use of programs denies the users access to a copy of a program’s source code. In case of any technical issues with the program, only the owner can modify it, forcing the user to adapt to their situation.
Richard says that the last effect restricting the use of a software program has affected a particular program's development by preventing the evolution that accompanies this process. This lack of change makes programmers develop a specific plan from scratch instead of when there was no proprietary. Everyone could modify the source code of an existing program and create new but different software. He also explains that having limited access to software obstructs practitioners who are in the making from learning effective techniques. In his conclusion, Richard urges software developers to give their full support to others and ensure that they study, share and redistribute the software to help improve software and the process of their development (Stallman, 2021). My argument against Richard's position in this article is that I would like to disagree with him on one point concerning the restriction of software use. 
This restriction has ensured that software owners have the right to their intellectual property. Through fair use doctrine (that permits the utilization of copyrighted materials that add to the generation of the new work and utilizations), they have not been robbed of their work’s income. Therefore, I think that there should be limited access to all software to help software developers earn a living from their hard work as well as free access to some but not all software as long as the users will not use the free software for their economic gain (Ciszek, 2017). On the other hand, I would like to completely agree with Richard on all the points he made when describing the effects of restricting software use.
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