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Anca Garcia / English 1101-X
ESSAY IV: Argumentative Essay 
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	Thesis Statement
	Wednesday, November 8 on BlazeVIEW by 11:59 p.m.

	Introduction + additional article link
	Tuesday, November 14 on BlazeVIEW by 11:59 p.m.

	Rough draft 
	Sunday, November 19 on BlazeVIEW by 11:59 p.m.

	Peer-review 
	Tuesday, November 21 Bring 3 hard copies of your rough draft to class

	Final Draft 
	Tuesday, December 5 hard copy in class and electronic copy on BlazeVIEW by 11:59 p.m.


Essay:
Your last essay this semester requires you to investigate an issue, take a stand on the issue, and support your claim is correct by incorporating logical evidence. You will have to use all three means of persuasion in classical rhetoric – ethos, logos, and pathos. In other words, your arguments and your evidence should make you a credible writer, you should present them in a logical way (by using inductive, deductive, or substantive reasoning), and you should appeal to your audience’s feelings as well.  
You are expected to show that you understand the problem, that you have explored possible opposing views, and that you respond to them in a fair and convincing way. 

You can choose one the following topics (read carefully because each of them has different requirements): 

First Topic: The cost of a college degree has increased in the recent years, and many families struggle to cover it. Research how VSU tuition cost has varied in the last 20 years, and see if there is any proof that it has affected enrollment. Find examples of students who had difficulties covering their fees. Based on your research, write an argument explaining why additional grants, a temporary freeze on tuition increases, or other resources are needed. Make sure that you consider the position of the university as well and that the measures you propose do not affect the overall quality of education it offers. 
As an additional source, besides the local statistics, you need to use Ronald Ehrenberg's article “Tuition Rising: Why College Costs so Much” (posted on BV). You also need to find an additional academic article to support the claim that a tuition freeze could be beneficial for a university in the long run. 
Check Galileo for it. Post the link to the article on BlazeVIEW when you submit the essay introduction. Bring a hard copy to class on November 16th.

Audience: 
Imagine that you are writing an article for The Spectator, Omnino, or On Tap. You should assume that your readers do not know the details of the variations in tuition costs, so you should explain these variations to them. You must address mainly the readers who are not beneficiaries of the Hope Scholarship, and university officials. 

Requirements: 
· Your paper should show that you researched the variations in VSU tuitions and the system of grants.  
· Your paper must make a clear and persuasive argument explaining why additional grants and a freeze in tuition costs is needed. Support your position with evidence and reasons. 
· Your paper must anticipate objections from university officials or other parties. 
· Your paper must integrate at least two quotations from Ronald Ehrenberg's article and from the article you are required to find. The quotations must be smoothly integrated in your text and must follow the MLA-style citation conventions. 
· The final draft double spaced pages, using 1 inch margins and twelve-point Times New Roman font. 
· We will review the first draft in class, so bring 3 hard copies to class on November 21. The first draft must contain 300-500 words, using 1 inch margins and twelve-point Times New Roman font. Failure to deliver it electronically and bring it to class on the due dates will result in a ten point deduction from your grade. 
· The final draft of the essay must not contain the errors reviewed in class. Remember that the peer-review is a learning experience. 
· The final draft must contain 1000-1200 words, must use the correct MLA format (sources included) and double spaced pages with 1 inch margins and twelve-point Times New Roman font, and it must be submitted both electronically and in print in a manila folder. Late submission will be deducted ten points per day. In the manila folder you should have: 
1. A printed copy of the academic article you found
2. Thesis statement 
3. Introduction 
4. All Rough Drafts (with comments from peers)
5. Final draft

Second Topic: You will write an essay in which you will argue whether Valdosta needs or does not need extended public transportation (that means public transportation that would include the suburbs, possibly the entire Lowndes County). You will try to bring as much evidence as needed to support your claim. In addition, you will have to find at least 2 other academic articles that discuss the impact (positive or negative depending on your claim) the development of public transportation has had on other cities in the United States or abroad. Based on those two articles, you need to determine the possible impact such a development would have on our city. 
Check Galileo for the articles. Post the links to these articles on BlazeVIEW when you submit the essay introduction. Bring a hard copy of each to class on November 16th. 

Audience: 
Imagine that you are writing an article for The Spectator or Omnino. You should assume that your readers might range from ordinary citizens to city officials that you need to persuade. You will want to adapt your tone and approach to that audience, but also maintain a persuasive tone and approach. 

Requirements: 
· Your paper should show that you researched the topic of public transportation in Valdosta and that your evidence is sound and clear. 
· Your paper can also include personal examples or opinions of the people you know. 
· Your paper should show that you consider the costs of public extended public transportation and that you compared its advantages and disadvantages of such a decision. 
· Your paper must make a clear and persuasive argument explaining why Valdosta needs or does not need public transportation.  
· Your paper must anticipate objections from city officials.  
· Your paper must integrate at least two quotations from the articles you have found. The quotations must be smoothly integrated in your text and must follow the MLA-style citation conventions. 
· We will review the first draft in class, so bring 3 hard copies to class on November 21. The first draft must contain 300-500 words, using 1 inch margins and twelve-point Times New Roman font. Failure to deliver it electronically and bring it to class on the due dates will result in a ten point deduction from your grade. 
· The final draft of the essay must not contain the errors reviewed in class. Remember that the peer-review is a learning experience. 
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· The final draft must contain 1000-1200 words, must use the correct MLA format (sources included) and double spaced pages with 1 inch margins and twelve-point Times New Roman font, and it must be submitted both electronically and in print in a manila folder. Late submission will be deducted ten points per day. In the manila folder you should have: 
6. Printed copies of the two academic articles you found
7. Thesis statement 
8. Introduction 
9. All Rough Drafts (with comments from peers)
10. Final draft


Final Presentation: 
Regardless of the topic you choose, you will have to explain your findings in a 3 minute presentation on Tuesday, December 5.  

Resources: 
1. The Student Success Center in Langdale Hall. You can make appointments with the tutors either via web or by visit. Always take with you this assignment sheet and your drafts. 
2. St. Martin’s Handbook. We will read it for class as well.
3. My office hours. Please feel free to ask for help at any time. 
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