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[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 1
How was the Union military strategy in 1864 successful and unsuccessful in the eastern and western theaters of the war?
The Union had strategically approached to conquer the West in areas such as Forts Henry and Donelson. They also won at the Battle of Shilloh, and the Battle of Vicksburg; the two were major victories which the Union claimed during this period and is usually considered one of the turning points of the war. Grant went with his troop in Chatanooga was he defeated Bragg at the third Battle of Chattanooga (McPherson, 2017). It is after this time that he drove the Confederates from Tennessee and opened a way to Atlanta and the centre of the Confederacy. On the other hand, Grant understood the concept of total war and believed that in order to defeat the Confederates he had to destroy their economic base; this would end the war.
Robert E. Lee led an offensive campaign against Union General Alexander Pope's Army of Virginia. The battle Kicked-off with Confederate Major General Stonewall Jackson's troops capturing a supply depot at Manassas Junction (McPherson, 2017). Jackson then directed attacks against the Union forces from the surrounding area. The troop under Lee broke in through light Union resistance at the same time to enter into the war zone. Jackson's corps were trapped in as Pope led his troop against Jackson's. Unluckily, Pope was not aware that Jackson had reinforced his troop and had many soldiers behind him who forced the Union soldiers to retreat, but at that particular time, they had experienced heavy casualties on both sides.  Additionally, the Union army was further forced to retreat once again paving the way for Lee to capture Maryland. 
Question 2
What were the main political issues facing the candidates in the 1864 presidential election?
One of the several main political issues facing the candidates in the 1864 presidential election was the plans for reconstruction. The incoming president did not have a well-thought way through which he could address the issues that the citizens were going through of the seceded states. The other political issue was the fate of the Copperheads (McPherson, 2017). The residents of the loyal states opposed continuing of the war and feared there was the violation of the constitution going on, but instead they were branded as traitors. There was also the emancipation proclamation where Lincoln had vowed to free the slaves, and indeed he did it. There was a section of people who were unhappy concerning the freeing of the slaves; the abolitionists.
Based on your research, was Lincoln's reelection in 1864 seriously in question?
Lincoln's reelection in 1864 was seriously in question from his stand that he had taken earlier on several issues facing the nation. He had vowed to free the slaves in Confederate-held regions. They were not happy concerning his stand since there was no solution to the issue at that particular time. The abolitionists were unhappy with his move, branding the proclamation a simplistic, incomplete solution to a complex issue (McPherson, 2017). The president also had ignored some civil rights in some cases.  Additionally, the nation was also facing a war which had affected most of the activities that are paramount to the state. His predecessors had not been re-elected, and thus there was a likelihood that he would not be exceptional.
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