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The Shaping of Chicago
There are various events and circumstances in the history of Chicago that provided favorable conditions for the city to become a quintessential American metropolis. To start with, the availability of road, rail, water, and air connections transformed Chicago into a major transportation hub of the United States. The opening of the Illinois and Michigan canal facilitated shipping from the Great Lakes via Chicago to the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico. The road and rail networks transformed Chicago into a commercial center. Moreover, the establishment of industries in the 19th century attracted many skilled workers from Europe especially English, German, Dutch, and Norwegians. The immigrants contributed to economic growth by increasing the supply of labor and capital.
The key condition and technologies that led to the development of skyscraper in Chicago included. The invention of Bessemer's process of mass steel production opened doors for constructors to start building the tall building. Steel is stronger and litter in weight than iron. Also, the invention of the electric elevator in 1883 reduced the amount of time it took to travel between floors hence allowing the architect to design taller and taller buildings. Moreover, increased intensive use of urban land encouraged the architect to design taller buildings to meet the needs of the growing population. 
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