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Article: “Are We Smarter than Our Parents?” 

SELECTED OPTION: 1.Which explanation do you favor for the Flynn effect: that people are getting smarter or that people are merely getting more practice at the skills measured on IQ tests? Defend your opinion. 

Dr. James Flynn was a political science professor who came up with various arguments surrounding the IQ level of individuals. A long time ago, IQ which means intelligence quotient tests were majorly used by scientists to measure the brains and thinking capacity of young children. They helped in the identification of children in need of special help in schools. However, some aspects of the IQ tests have been changed and substantially updated over the past period of time and used in different areas of research. Some famous scientists have researched so much on the IQ level of individuals and came up with some arguments that connect IQ and age. In the past, people have been disturbed by the question as to whether the IQ of individuals especially parents and their children have been changing (Flynn, 2012). There are different arguments on this subject as some group of people argue that parents are more intelligent than their children and have a higher IQ level than their children at some common age. On the other hand, some people argue that children are more intelligent ad matter than their parents. This paper comprehensively supports the argument given by Dr. Flynn that people are getting smarter. 
People are getting smarter with time as suggested by Dr. Flynn and apart from the statistics that this scientist uses; there are also number facts that support it and some of them we can even witness within our environment. The statistics obtained from the tests and scores clearly indicates an astounding result. The scores taken from different years indicated that there is a steady increase in the marks scored. In the tests, the unadjusted scores IQ scores of people in the industrialized countries have been increasing at a rate of about 6 points per 10 years (Flynn, 2012). This long term trend of rising scores which is also referred to as the Flynn effect has been witnessed ever since the research started and is present in all type of IQ tests carried out. Statistics taken between the years 1932 and 1977 shows that the mean rose by 20 points for the unadjusted scores. From the curves presented, it means in other words that about one-fourth of those who took tests in 1977 could have been rated as intellectually superior in the test carried out in 1932. 
Moreover, various facts justify this study on the argument that people are getting smarter. The industrial revolution and the technological advancements that we witness nowadays are all proofs that people are getting smarter (Flynn, 2012). The industrial revolution was basically the transition to the new manufacturing processes in Europe and the United States at large. It also marked great improvement and employment of machines in the agricultural sector. Things changed from the simple way to more scientific and modern ways. This makes the implication given by Dr. Flynn very clear.
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