Assignment 4. Some Miocene Vertebrate Fossils (from Kenya) + the Pre-Australopiths (from Sub-Saharan Africa)
Part 1.  Tables A4.1 and A4.2
Explore africanfossils.org (you do not need to ‘log in’ to complete Assignment 4). This website highlights key fossil finds from Kenya, near Lake Turkana region. It does not include all finds (not even close), but does include a good ‘sampling’ to give you a sense of some Miocene fossil vertebrates. The four icons at the top center portion of the website relate to the following:
· THE LAB (fun, and worth exploring. Many of these materials will be more relevant for later modules in the course)
· 3D MODELS (This interactive content is critical for the completion of Tables A4.1 and A4.2 in Assignment 4)
· TIMELINE (focused more on Plio-Pleistocene fossils from Kenya. More relevant for later modules in the course)
· EXCAVATION (focused on Lomekwi 3, West Turkana, where important Late Pliocene stone tools have been found)
TO DO: Click on the 3D Models Icon. Note the filter options at the top of the screen. You can filter by ‘Hominids’, ‘Animals’, or ‘Tools’. Note also the sliding bar timeline marked ‘AGE’ (0 million - 25 million). At this point in the course, we have reviewed Miocene fossil hominoids and are now on to the Late Miocene pre-austrolopiths. The Miocene epoch dates from 5.3-25 Ma.
TO DO: Slide the AGE timeline to filter out fossils for the Miocene. Fossils that appear include several diverse specimens, including eight Miocene hominoids. One is included in ‘Superfamily’ Hominoidea (but is listed as a Family), 5 in Proconsulidae, and 2 in Hominidae. Not all specimens have 3D models (some are ‘deleted’), but there is relevant information included (be sure to scroll down webpage to view all content for each specimen). For the Miocene non-primate vertebrates, there are fossil taxa viewable.
TO DO: Click on each of these fossils and review the details of the discovery, noting information to include in Tables A4.1 and A4.2 (Templates provided below). You may need to scroll down the page, below the specimen’s 3D model, to see pertinent information. 
TO DO: Compile Tables A4.1 and A4.2. If there is no information available, you may leave a cell blank or write ‘NA’ (‘Not Available’). 
Part 2.  Table A4.3
TO DO: Compile Table A4.3, including pre-australopith hominin data for specimens from sub-Saharan Africa (template provided below). For this table, you will need to use resources at other websites, as this content is not available at africanfossils.org (e.g., What Does It Mean To Be Human?, etc.). Your textbook includes some information, but not all that is required to complete Table A4.3. Feel free to adjust columns as needed, but the basic information must be included. (‘Mus. ID’ = Specimen #; Est. Age = MA).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Table A4.1 	Miocene fossil hominoids from Kenya. 
	Family
	Genus
	Species
	Mus. ID
	Element
	Locality
	Year Disc.
	Discoverer
	Est. Age 
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Table A4.2 	Miocene non-primate vertebrates from Kenya. 
	Order
	Family
	Genus
	Mus. ID
	Element
	Locality
	Year Disc.
	Discoverer
	Est. Age 
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Table A4.3. 	Pre-australopith hominins from sub-Saharan Africa. 
	Genus
	Species
	Nickname
	Type Specimen 
	Locality 
	Year Disc. 
	Discoverer
	Est. Age 
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



