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	The life of human beings is a process of various activities taking place from childhood to adulthood. People are born when they know nothing but as they grow, certain important developments take place within their lives. This mostly takes place through a type of learning that is commonly referred to as human cognitive development. There are various ways through which the behavior of individuals can be analyzed and more information learnt. Through the study of animals, we are able to learn about the adoption modes to change such as all learning types, development, and evolution (Shapiro, 1998). Animal research has informed humans about crucial connections between disease and stress besides suggesting the psychological interventions that can be adopted so as to cope more effectively with stress. Furthermore, animal research has contributed greatly to the understanding of the information of the basic motivational systems as well as learning progression like reproduction, thirst, and hunger.  Study of animals has offered critical information concerning the sensory processes of pain perception, hearing, taste, and vision (Matsuzawa, Tanaka, & Tomonaga, 2006). The studies of the animal cognition have offered an ecological and comparative perspective on the issues of intelligence and mind. Understanding how the animals’ nervous system works is apposite to the understanding of the human cognitive development. Therefore, we can learn about the human behavior including problematic behaviors like mental illness, drug addiction and memory disorders where it affects the functioning of the brain. 
	There are ethical issues that arise when animals are used in the study of the human. The ethical principle that has affected the attitude of humans towards using animals in the study of human is that of trying to minimize the harm caused to animals. This is based on the assumption that all the animals will avoid death, distress or pain if provided with the choice. Accordingly, it is considered ethical for the man to minimize animal exposure to these events (Shapiro, 1998). Another ethical issue is that of moral consideration where it is argued that animals since they do not possess the capability of making moral decisions on their own, they do not deserve a moral consideration. Nonetheless, often moral value extended to the animals is greatly based on the attributes which human perceives desirable. As a result, animals which offer service or resource to humans may be perceived to have more value. Also, the animals which have behaviors which are non-threatening or beneficial to humans may be attributed to having more value. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Animals are preferred to humans in research for a number of reasons. To start with, animals are similar to humans when analyzed in a biologically perspective. This is evident from the actions seen above about the chimpanzees and some species of monkey (Matsuzawa, Tanaka, & Tomonaga, 2006). They are vulnerable to a number of same health problems like humans and their life cycles are short and can, therefore, be studied easily throughout the entire life or across a number of generations. Secondly, it is easy to control the surrounding of the animals like lighting, temperature, and diet which will be cumbersome with humans. Eventually, it is considered wrong and unethical to expose human beings deliberately to the health risks so as to observe their cognitive development.  
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