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Educational Technology
Issues in education refer to bad things that tend to make education systems ineffective. Ineffectiveness can be seen in teaching styles and teacher’s ability to produce competent students who can handle existing jobs. Linda Darling-Hammond talks about how schools need to prepare students for jobs and their future responsibilities. The world is changing at an unprecedented pace. For this reason, Linda thinks that schools should also prepare students to match the changes. 
In the 21st century, education is seen as a fundamental right of all human beings and unequivocal path to sustainable socio-economic development. According to Darling-Hammond (2006), schools need to produce learners who are ready for the 21st century. By producing learners who are ready for the 21st century, Darling-Hammond meant that teachers should be able to teach effectively in order to produce people who are critical thinkers, problem solvers, and ones who knows how to empower themselves in ever changing world. She goes on to discuss about what the United State’s education system had been doing differently while comparing it to other countries like Finland, Hong-Kong, and Singapore. 
It is surprising that Darling-Hammond research found out that United State’s education system is still lugging behind for using traditional styles of teaching. I tend to agree with her that most schools not only need to revamp their curriculum, but should also utilize educational technology to improve their teaching styles. By revamping the curriculum, they will be able to meet the needs of the 21st century students. They should also use educational technology to nurture talent and personality of children right from the beginning of their childhood. In other words, an effective education system is one that prepares children for their role as responsible and productive citizens. 
UNESCO on Educational Technology
According to Darling-Hammond (2006), teaching styles should be approached differently from how they were approached in the past. Traditionally, teachers held all the information while students were supposed to listen. Technology has changed the ways in which teachers impart knowledge to their students by promoting advent of differentiated instruction. In fact, it has reshaped the ways in which students are taught in the 21st century. While this is true, UNESCO explains that some schools are still using “yesterday’s teaching styles” something that no longer seem to work on 21st century learners hence urging teachers to adjust their approaches to align with their student’s learning needs (UNESCO, 2018). The institution has also noted that as technology continues evolve so does the role of teachers in schools. UNESCO explains that effective teaching is more than just conveying knowledge or skills to students. The institution further clarifies that if educators are to focus on 21st century education, they have to give technology its proper place (UNESCO (2018). 
Article Reference: UNESCO (2018). Digital skills critical for jobs and social inclusion. Retrieved from< https://en.unesco.org/news/digital-skills-critical-jobs-and-social-inclusion>
Why I selected the article?
The article is discussing about effective teaching styles and the reason why schools should adapt educational technology. While teachers have a significant role in supporting students in their learning, technology can foster the learning experience. The article calls for effective teachers who are able to engage all students in learning rather than believing that some cannot be engaged in class and are meant to do poorly. The article emphasizes that many teachers need to unlearn lots of things and try to do something different in order to produce competent students. In fact, they need to use a range of pedagogies to meet student’s learning needs. 
According to Darling-Hammond (2006), teachers should try to focus on the four 21st century skills when teaching their students. The skills include: collaboration, communication, creativity, and critical thinking. While all these skills are important, UNESCO emphasizes that technology can facilitate the application of various pedagogies that enhance learning in schools. For example, it can enhance pedagogies which tend to personalize learning and can enhance pedagogies that contribute to the learning community and so forth. 
The adoption of technology in everyday life has changed many of teacher’s tasks in the classrooms. As mentioned earlier, the 21st learners are required to have a very different skill set compared to learners of the past. In traditional learning, students learn not to ask so many questions instead they are required to listen and repeat the expected answers. Currently, most schools focus on teaching a set of basic skills that do not serve the needs of the modern society. The article emphasizes that although students must acquire knowledge, learning content is not enough as the meaning of knowing has shifted from being able to remember and repeat information to being able to locate, evaluate, and use information effectively. It is for these reasons that the article emphasizes on the use of technology as a tool for teaching effectively. 
Summary of the Article’s Main Findings/Arguments
The article discusses about how teachers can use technology as a learning tool. Technology enhances the ability to bring a wealth of outside experiences into the classroom. Outside experiences or application of knowledge learned in the classroom to real life situations excites imagination hence improving understanding of what was being taught. In addition, the article argues that technology can provide immediate access to information in the sense that it makes teachers become activators of change while students become partners in learning. Students can use technology to access any information from the internet or even from online libraries. As Darling-Hammond noted, many schools in countries like Hong-Kong, Finland, and Singapore have set out four strands that tends to make up the notional subject of educational technology. The word “notional” is used here because there is a strong emphasis placed on the use of information communication technology as a means of supporting learning in subjects. Students can use technology to: find information online and access online libraries, develop ideas and learn how to practically apply them in real life situations, exchange and share information with peers e.tc. 
Technology can also be used to help students learn new languages especially by those whose English is a second language (Betts et al., 2016). For example, it can be an effective tool for students learning English language in the sense that teachers can encourage them to use word processor to write comprehensible documents they share with their fellow students for feedback. By learning how to rewrite, they improve their writing skills as well as their language simply by learning how to eliminate errors they encounter when rewriting the documents (Betts et al., 2016). 
Compare/contrasts issues raised in the artifact with your own educational context
While the article emphasizes on interactive instructional strategies that are enhanced by educational technology, Saudi Arabia’s educational system have not yet embraced the use of technology as an effective tool for teaching. According to the article, technology has a lot to offer in teaching strategies. In developed countries like Finland and the United States, students are now using online platforms to engage in class discussions where they are given a certain topic to discuss about. By using technology, teachers engage their students in interactive instructions that improve students’ learning skills.  
While schools in Saudi Arabia continue to struggle over how to ensure effective teaching strategies, the article has demonstrated how they can use educational technology to produce 21st century learners. To do so, the education sector needs to invest more on teacher’s development. According to Darling-Hammond (2006), funds must be increased to train teachers so as to ensure that they develop more efficient teaching skills that will help in changing the ways in which they had been teaching students. In fact, by developing new skills they will be able to accomplish most of the goals set forth in curriculum standards. Saudi’s education system also needs to update its curriculum standards to ensure that learners are taught things they need to know to be competent for the 21st century jobs. 
Connects to the aforementioned theoretical framework (Problematization of the global and the local)
While the article offered a theoretical framework for understanding current trends in educational technology, looking at how countries like the United States transformed their education systems is important. Globally, technology enabled American schools overcome cultural issues and language barriers that used to impact schools in a negative way. For example, American schools are now using technology to help foreign students learn English language more effectively.  New common core standards were also designed to ensure that all students are taught things they need to know to be career ready anywhere in the world. 
By developing new education standards, Saudi schools could be able to put creativity back in the classroom. They would help students learn how to engage with content and develop full understanding that lasts beyond their imagination. By designing new standards which focuses more on the development of student skills, Saudi schools would be able to produce learners who are competent hence helping them find jobs locally as well as anywhere else in the world. According to Duarte (2011), local schools should be able to produce students who are globally competent because some of the challenges the world had been facing such as climate, global poverty, and changes in financial systems require globally-minded solutions. 
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