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1. The Industrial Revolution brought with it a great deal of new technology, experiences and problems. In your opinion, what was the most significant gain of the period? Why was this more important than others? What was the biggest issue (social, political, economic, etc.) ushered in by the Industrial Revolution? Be sure to explain why you chose this problem
Industrial Revolution is the most important revolution in European history. It was a period from 1750-1900 in which the method of manufacturing changed from a labor powered manufacturing system to a machine driven production system that was powered by coal, steam and so forth (Mantoux, 2013). It is also thought to be a period when people started to shift from living in rural areas to living in cities. 
First and foremost, it is important to understand that before industrial revolution began in England, many people around Europe were living in rural areas where they relied on small-scale farming. This means that they did not have to leave home to work elsewhere in order to earn a living. The huge inventions that took place during the first industrial revolution changed how these people lived. One of the biggest changes happened at around 1760 when textile industries moved from using hand production to machine powered production (Mantoux, P. (2013). 
The use powered machines was the most significant gain of the Industrial Revolution. In fact, the invention of powered machines was somewhat tragic to most people because before the invention rural populations had few ways of earning a living. The invention of power driven machines led to the construction of big factories that housed large numbers of workers and machines they operated. These machines promoted mass production of manufactured goods and enabled more people to migrate from rural areas to cities hence promoting urbanization. 
In your opinion, what was the most significant gain of the period?
In my opinion, I would say that the construction of factories that was brought about by the First Industrial Revolution was the most significant gain of the entire period of Industrial Revolution. 
Why was this more important than others?
It paved way for all the other achievements that Industrial Revolution brought with it. For example, it paved way for urbanization and enabled mass production of steel by 1910 and so forth. 
What was the biggest issue (social, political, economic, etc.) ushered in by the Industrial Revolution?
Industrial Revolution had some effects on various aspects of life as well as the European economy. Mass production ushered economic issues due to competition by other nations, which meant that with more money demand for raw materials increased. Raw materials were required to fuel production and this demand motivated governments and individuals to expand into undeveloped areas so as to secure international markets and sustain the supply of raw materials. The demand for raw materials led European countries into their journey of extracting wealth from other nations they brought to their countries for production of goods. This form of domination of one country over the other led to imperialism, which was fuelled by economic competition (Petras & Veltmeyer, 2000). 
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1. The early nineteenth century saw the rise of three powerful ideologies: nationalism, liberalism, and socialism. Which of these do you think had the greatest impact on the events of the first half of the century? Why?
The 19th century is often called the age of ideologies mostly because it was a time marked by different ways in which people looked at the world. Classical liberalism had the greatest impact on the events of the first half of the century. This was even so because it dissolved the ideals of absolutism and all the authoritarian powers of the state and achieved classical liberal ideals of equality and human rights (Rawls, 2005). By repealing the common laws that were vastly unpopular and by placing freedom of the people as its central feature, classical liberalism protected the people from the random practice of power by the government and also promoted the idea of economic freedom (Sandel, 1998). All these put together made liberalism one the greatest ideologies, which had the greatest impact on the events of the first half of the 19th century. 
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2. Europe erupted into multiple revolutions between 1848 and 1849. As you may expect, some nations were more successful than others. Was this because of how the revolution was handled? Or was it simply not the right time for a particular government to make the changes its people wanted? Choose one of the nations that experienced a revolution in 1848-1849. 
One thing to note here is that 1830 was a period marked by a series of revolutions in which people were trying to either assert their nationality or push against repressive regimes and France and Belgium revolutions were the most successful. Fast forward to 1848, France liberals were unhappy with the rule of Luis Philippe who declined to push for liberal reforms and values of unregulated economy, separation of churches, and the state of civil liberties (Breuilly, 2000). His Prime Minister Francois Guizot was a conservative liberal who also disagreed with every change that liberals required the government to make (Breuilly, 2000). This led to the overthrow of Louis Philippe and formation of a series of revolutions. Therefore, French Revolution of 1848 occurred simply because the government was not ready to make the changes its people wanted. 
Do you think the political situation was handled correctly? 
Ultimately, the political situation was handled correctly simply because a provisional government was established; it was more responsive since it pushed for the ideals of being able to take control of liberal reforms that people were calling upon. This can be evidenced in the ruling of Napoleon III, an emperor who heavily advocated for liberal reforms in 1860s. 
What could have been done differently to get the government to pay attention to the demands of the population? Could the violence have been avoided?
I think a revolution was the only possible way in which the people could have made the government pay attention to their demands. The violence could have been avoided if only the government accepted the fact that liberalism and nationalism were two powerful forces nations could live without at that moment.
References
Breuilly, J. (2000). The revolutions of 1848 (pp. 109-131). Routledge.
 


