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Assignment One
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sam Cooke-A Change is Gonna Come https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEBlaMOmKV4&list=RDwEBlaMOmKV4&start_radio=1.
This song is addressing the issue of race as a master narrative in American society. Race has been a serious aspect of America. Most minority groups, specifically African Americans, have suffered due to racial segregation and racism. One of the reasons why this song talks about race and race relations is that it was based on the artist's experience. Sam Cooke wrote this song after he was turned away from a whites-only motel. The term white-only motel is enough evidence that racial segregation existed in this society. Therefore, this song was written to highlight such inequalities in society. 
Another form of racial inequality, as revealed in this song, is based on stability. The song implies that African American community is a disadvantaged group because they lack stability in various areas. The lyrics connote:
I was born by the river, in a little tent
Oh, and just the river
I’ve been running ever since.’
Based on the above stanza, it is apparent that this song reveals the challenges that African Americans encounter. For instance, they lack income stability hence keep on moving from one place to another in search of greener pastures. It is also apparent that most whites are likely to offer no help to African Americans. The above is evident in the stanza where the artist says; Then I go to my brother. 
And I say, brother, help me, please
But he winds up, knochin’ me
Back down on my knees. 
I believe that this song challenges the master narrative in question. For instance, this song supports civil rights movements. It is apparent that the growth of civil rights movements will challenge various aspects such as racism and racial segregation in American society. The song states:
It's been a long
A long time coming
But I know a change gonna come
Oh, yes, it will
The above stanza reveals that a change will finally come, and these issues will be addressed. 
