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Introduction 
Being an immigrant is one of the nasty titles that anyone would want to have irrespective of the status that one has in the United States. Many people tend to perceive immigrants as intruders and beggars irrespective of their country of origin. There are two groups in the United States; one group consist of immigrants who come in the United States and the other are the American citizens born in the country. The fact that one is an immigrant irrespective of how they got themselves in the country poses a unique challenge and especially in their quest to succeed in the American dream. Most importantly, there is a perception that those who are born in the country has an easy way to succeeding the American dream than immigrants who come to the country. This is not true considering that the entire population in the country face similar challenges when looking for a job or trying to start an investment. It is wrong to conclude that there is a special group who have easy opportunities on their way that enables them to easily succeed in the American dream. Statistics show that there is no huge disparity in employment and opportunities between the two groups. 
However, it is true to say that there are some challenges that immigrants face but does not apply to those who are born in the country. Many immigrants struggle so much to get their way to the United States and especially at such a time when the country is committed to reducing immigration rate. Even getting the valid papers to be in the country is very difficult considering that there are more than 3 million applicants each year who apply to enter the country (Plitt, 2016). At least those born in the country have the papers and do not hustle so much to be in the country like it is the case with immigrants who move to the country. Some of the various challenges that are unique to immigrants as compared to those born in the United States include; first is the whole process of getting the legal papers to enter the country. 
One of the most difficult and complex processes is getting a green card which presents opportunities, privileges, and freedom to succeed in the American dream. First, it is important to note that even getting the green card does not guarantee full rights like any other American but rather it’s a guarantee for certain rights and responsibilities. This is one of the many ways through which an immigrant can peruse to become an American citizen. The whole process of becoming an American citizen for an immigrant is very complex and only less than 3% of all applicants manage to acquire U.S citizenship. Those born in the country are already U.S citizens and do not have to go through this complex and tedious processes of trying to acquire citizenship. This means that those born in the country are one step ahead of who move in from different countries (Marchevsky & Theoharis, 2016).
The second challenge is difficulty in learning and speaking English. Immigrants who apply to go to the United States come from different countries which do not necessarily speak or understand English. When these individuals get the opportunity to enter the country, they face a whole new challenge which probably they did not expect a language barrier. American is an English speaking nation and English is the official language in the country. It takes time for the non-English speaker to learn to speak English and this can take more than a year or two. It is nearly impossible to transact or even get a job in the country if one does not speak or understand English. When non-English speaking immigrants enter the country, they have to start by enrolling for English classes in respective institutions, this alone requires financial resources which the immigrant might not have. Many of the immigrants are poor and do not have such resources and so they struggle to learn English from the streets which are very difficult. This is a challenge that can disadvantage an immigrant for long before securing any job in the country. Those born in the country, on the other hand, do not have any problem with English since that is their native language. This means that an immigrant who has just moved in the country can take longer to secure a job or even take advantage of the available opportunities as compared to those born in the country. The American dream is easier to succeed for those who are born in the country as compared to those who come from different countries.
Immigrants find it difficult to raise and help their children in succeeding in school. The challenge, in this case, is the new and unfamiliar culture which many immigrants find it difficult to adopt. Immigrants do not even know which school are good for their kids and how to guide them on the various challenges that they face in the country. One good thing about having a parent is that they understand life and they can always give guidance when needed. This is because the parents have already experienced life and understand what is good for their children but unfortunately this is not the case with immigrants. Many immigrant parents find themselves in a hard rock and unable to guide their children on what to do and how to do it. Some immigrant parents even find it difficult to adapt to the new parents and at the same time, their children are expecting guidance from them. Many children are even ‘Americanized’ quickly than their parents. Many kids start speaking English before their parents and these are the parents who are supposed to guide those kids on various opportunities in the country as they strive to succeed in the American dream. When the children realize that they are more familiar and exposed to the new culture than their parents, they use it to their advantage. This is the reason many immigrant children do not perform well in school because they do not get the required guidance. This in return means that such kids are disadvantaged in succeeding in the American dream than those born in the country and get guidance from their well-informed parents (Schwartz, 2016). 
One thing that many potential immigrants do not understand is that getting to the United States does not guarantee success and people have to hustle their way to success. Getting a job for an immigrant is not easy despite the fact that many of them are willing to take up any job that is offered to them. And this for documented immigrants who have all the papers, unlike undocumented one who faces additional challenges on facing any job. There are many factors that determine if an immigrant will secure a job or not in the country considering the cautious nature of the American population. Like stated earlier many immigrants do not understand or speak English and this literally means that they cannot secure a job unless they meet someone they speak the same language and has an opportunity. English is one challenge that over 43% of migrants face and that has deterred them from taking advantage of the various opportunities presented to them (Brecher al at, 2015). Even immigrants who are educated and probably had a good job back in their country but cannot speak English find it very difficult to get a menial job in the country. This is very disadvantaging to immigrants who are expected to favorably compete with those born in the country and are not facing such challenges. Again many employers in the United States are very strict and only prefer work experience within the country. This makes it difficult for immigrant professionals to secure a job in the country irrespective of their level of qualification. The most amazing thing is that it’s easy for a local with fewer qualifications to secure a job as compared to a highly experienced immigrant with no experience with the country. 
Another challenge is that immigrants are easy victims of discrimination and exploitation in the workplace. Even being a taxi driver is very difficult in the United States and immigrants are openly discriminated when it comes to awarding of job opportunities. Many of the dangerous roles and low paying jobs in the country are taken by immigrants who are considered to be desperate and this is what makes many employers take advantage of them. The kind of jobs that immigrants are awarded cannot support them to get a decent life not to talk about succeeding in the American dream. The challenge worsens when the immigrant cannot speak English when negotiating for a job opportunity and so they agree to all terms irrespective of how tough or unfair they are (Prieto, 2018). The possibility of an immigrant getting a job is very low and this directly translates to poverty if there is no reliable source of income. It is not easy to achieve the American dream without having a reliable source of income and so many immigrants only read and witness others enjoying it. Irrespective of whatever reason an immigrant is denied a job opportunity, a local born in the country is awarded that same opportunity and with fair terms. This means that those born in American are favored by the system and have a wide range of opportunities as compared to immigrants. 
Securing a house is one of the most important achievements that an immigrant can think of in their quest to succeed in the American dream. The challenge is that safe and affordable housing in the United States is very expensive. Even some of the middle-class workers in the country cannot afford the so-called affordable housing without getting mortgages from respective financial institutions. Now imagine trying to achieve the same with low-paying jobs that many immigrants have (Weiner, 2015). The jobs that immigrants manage to secure cannot even manage to pay all their monthly bills not to talk of saving to buy a house. This is actually the reason many immigrant families live together creating stressful and noisy environments that are hardly conducive for studying or resting. It is not just securing housing that is challenging to immigrants but also exploitation by landlords. Some of the apartments that immigrants live in are in very poor conditions and expensive considering their income levels and even the state of the houses. The most unfortunate thing is that poor immigrants do not have any other option than to adopt, the rest of the population sleep in the streets because they cannot afford to pay rent not to talk of buying a house. This is very different from those born in the country and have solid backgrounds and get the necessary support to succeed in the American dream. 
Being an immigrant is considered as a lesser being and this is why the rest of the population and even the government considers immigrants a burden. I will not talk about undocumented immigrants for once because they face huge challenges and live with constant fear for deportation. Documented immigrants have all the papers but still, struggle to access basic services either because of cultural differences or language barrier. It is not easy to access a montage or a loan when one cannot read, write, or speak in English. Immigrants find it hard to access all sort of services including transportation and health services. A doctor needs to speak to the patient and understand their condition before treating them and the language barrier can worsen the patient’s condition. Immigrants are also exposed to different abuses including torture, rape, and violence and worse enough do not where and how to seek help. This is a combination of factors that make it difficult for immigrants to live a decent life in the states irrespective of their financial status. It is not all immigrants who are unable to access services but even for those who manage, the experience is usually negative. There are documented incidences where doctors misdiagnose patients because of language barrier and instances where police offices misunderstand a victim’s statement. 
Just like the issue with a language barrier, transportation is an issue among the immigrants as many of them are unable to obtain a driver’s license. This is very difficult whether documented or not for a variety of reasons; first, one must be literate to pass the written exam and the other is that a translator is needed and they are not easy to come by (Orelus, 2018). This makes it difficult for many immigrants to get jobs in the taxi sector and also deters small scale business people from undertaking their business. Many do not even understand the country or the state they are well and so they find it difficult to reach various destinations. All these are challenges that people who are born in the country do not face. For immigrant families that have some luck, they have only one car that is shared among all family members and this makes it challenging to take the kids to schools and the adults to work. Every life aspect of an immigrant is challenging and the system is designed to disadvantage immigrants and suppress them as much as possible. 
Lastly, the cultural barrier is another challenge that deters immigrant from succeeding in the American dream and makes them disadvantaged as compared to those born in the country. Immigrants are strong people who do whatever job they find to survive and achieve their dreams in the United States. Even with this determination to achieve, there are some life aspects that are very difficult to beat such as cultural barriers (Choudry, 2019). This is a natural challenge and there is very little that an immigrant can do to adapt and at times it affects them not just at the workplace but also in their entire way of life. This might seem a simple challenge but it greatly affects immigrants and limits what they can achieve. 
In conclusion, there are many struggles that immigrants face when attempting to succeed in the American dream and this makes it harder for them to attain than those who are born in the US. There are some challenges that are unique and that only apply and affect immigrants and not the locals. In order to achieve the American dream, one need to have to secure a job opportunity that can guarantee them a reliable source of income. Some of the different challenges or struggles that immigrants go through and that make it difficult to Succeed in the American dream include; cultural barriers, transportation difficulties, challenges of securing housing, inability to access basic services, difficulties in raising and helping children to succeed in school, securing a job opportunity, and difficulty in speaking English among others. These challenges disadvantage immigrants in their quest to succeed in the American dream as compared to those born in the U.S.
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