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Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale
	Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale reflects how the erasure of free will characterizes society in Gilead among women and how they are used as sexual objects. In the novel, the population is shrinking because of the toxic environment surrounding the Gilead community. A coup had occurred, resulting in the wipeout of Congress and the Constitution. Gilead is then under a totalitarian kind of government, and the ruling class is seen to monopolize valuable things, and they arrange to have Handmaids, fertile females, assigned to them. Although the novel was published in 1985, it connects to 2020 in several ways based on the chapters of the novel.
	Atwood’s novel, The Handmaid’s Tale, reflects our contemporary world in 2020 as it touches on some of the fundamental aspects of life experienced today. The novel mainly explores issues to do with female rights, individual liberties, and religion, to name a few. The main concepts of the novel relate to our modern world, including the present day America and other religions and nations as well.
i) The disappearance of the established order
[bookmark: _GoBack]The situation in Gilead reflects how the original order of the state had disappeared, and Offred, the protagonist, lives in an already established world, Gilead. Through chapters 1-3, we see the tense situation in Gilead and how the people, especially the female, live in the sense of impending doom. Gilead had been overthrown, and the region was under a utilitarian government hence making the people to live under constant fear and threats caused (Bauer, Curtis & Lowne, 2019). Moreover, Atwood writes the novel while she is in West Berlin and still lives in fear since the wall was still up, she could hear bombs on the other side, and the Soviet Empire still existed.  In the present day, the text translates to the feeling in America since the 9/11 terrorist attacks, thus making Americans live in fear of an attack on their soil. Moreover, the context can be linked to America’s present president, Donald Trump, and his decision which has put the country and the entire world on tension due to the possibility of starting a world war with other nations like Iran and North Korea. 
ii) The use of Handmaids
In chapter 2 of the novel, Atwood gives a depiction of the situation in Gilead, where unmarried women who can give birth are used as handmaids, sent to the home of the rich to give birth to barren couples. The male head performs a ‘ceremony’ once in a month, where he rapes the handmaid with hopes of getting her pregnant and claiming the baby as his own (Bauer, Curtis & Lowne, 2019). The idea that men in the novel own women's bodies has sparked debates in modern-day America, concerning women's rights, abortion, and how the government controls fertility. Women have been seen protesting against abortion ban bill in Texas as they dress up as handmaids to show their rights to choice over their bodies. 
iii) Slut-shaming
Slut-shaming can be defined as the act of criticizing people, particularly girls and women, who as seen to go against expectations of appearance and behavior concerning sexuality issues. Atwood depicts slut-shaming in chapter 2 of her novel, where handmaids are dressed entirely in red, household servants (Marthas) wear green uniforms, while wives of poor households (Econo-wives) are in stripes (Bauer, Curtis & Lowne, 2019). All cases involving women require them to cover up their bodies as much as possible to avoid raising attention to the males. In modern-day, most women have been attacked for their character or credibility especially when they face sexual assaults. Moreover, several countries and religions that force women to dress in certain codes to cover up their entire bodies so as to prevent provoking men still exist.  
Conclusion
	Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale was published in 1985, but it is still significant in 2020 as it reflects most vices and wrong actions against women. In the novel, we see people living in constant fear behind the Berlin wall, where they feared the communist East Berlin, who threatened to start a war at any time. This situation is also the same as to that in 2020, where the U.S. is taking part in war tensions and its people stay in fear of an attack from nations like Russia, North Korea, and Iran. Women are also fighting for their rights to liberty, similar to the case in Gilead as the U.S. government tries to enforce laws to ban abortion to control the population and fertility at large.
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