Argumentation-Persuasion 451

In general, most readers will fall into one of three broad categories:
- supportive, wavering, or hostile. Each type of audience requires a different
blend of logos, pathos, and ethos in an argumentation-persuasion essay.

1. A supportive audience. If your audience agrees with your position
and trusts your credibility, you don’t need a highly reasoned argument
dense with facts, examples, and statistics. Although you may want to solidify
support by providing additional information (/agos), you can rely primarily
on pathos—a strong emotional appeal—to reinforce readers’ commitment
to your shared viewpoint. Assume that you belong to a local fishing club
and have volunteered to write an artide encouraging members to sup-
port threatened fishing rights in state parks. You might begin by stating
that fishing strengrhens the fish population by thinning out overcrowded
streams. Because your andience would certainly be familiar with this idea,
you wouldn’t need to devote much discussion to it. Instead, you would
attempt to move them emotionally. You might evoke the camaraderie in the
sport, the pleasurg of a Ef&ci— cast, the beauty of the outdoors, and perhaps
conclude with “If you want these enjoyments to continue, please make a
generous contribution to our find.”

2. A wavering audience. Ar times, readers may be open to what
you have to say but may not be committed fully to your viewpoint. Or
perhaps they’re not as informed about the subject as they should be. In
cither case, you don’t want to risk alienating them with a heavy-handed
emotional appeal. Concentrate instead on ethos and lggos, bolstering your
image as a reliable source and providing the evidence needed to advance
your position. If you want to convince an audience of high school seniors
to take a year off to work between high school and college, you might
establish your credibility by recounting the year you spent working and -
by showing the positive effects it had on your life (ezhos). In addition, you ;
could cite studies indicating that delayed entry into college is related to :
higher grade point averages. A year’s savings, you would explain, allows
students to study when they might otherwise need to hold down a job to
earn money for tuition (/ggos).

3. A bostile audience. An apathetic, skeptical, or hostile audience is
obviously most difficuit to convince. With such an audience, you should
avoid emotional appeals becanse they might seem irrational, scntimental,
or even comical. Instead, weigh the essay heavily in favor of logical reason-
ing and hard-to-dispute facts (Zggus). Assume your college administration
is working to ban liquor from the student pub. You plan to submit to
the campus newspaper an open letter supporting this generally unpopular
effort. To sway other students, you cite the positive experiences of schools

that have gone dry. Many colleges, you explain, have found their tavern
revenues actually increase because all students—not just those of drinking
~age—can now support the pub. With the greater revenues, some schools
have upgraded the food served in the pubs and have hired disc jockeys or
musical groups to provide entertainment. Many schools have also seen a
sharp reduction in alcohol-related vandalism. Readers may not be won over
to your side, but your sound, logical argument may encourage them to be
more tolerant of your viewpoint. Indeed, such increased receptivity may = o
be all you can reasonably expect from a hostile andience. (Formore helpin
analyzing your audience, see Chapter 2)




