Pacheco 1

“Cathedral”
Being blind is defined as missing the sense of sight. In the story "Cathedral" by Raymond Carver (1981), we find a deeper meaning to the word blind. Bub, the narrator, is a character who appears to have a whole and healthy life, job, wife, home, and all five senses intact. Moreover, Robert is also a character who recently lost his wife and is portrayed as lacking essential because of the wife's death; hence Bub sees his life as an incomplete and dull one full of limitations. The author reveals that being blind is not limiting at all, that sometimes being able to see is what creates limitations in society. This paper focuses on establishing blindness in a community that is not a cause of the loss of the sense of sight.
In the story, Bub starts with a superiority complex to Robert. That because Robert is blind, he has to treat him in a different type of way, different than he would treat other guests. Bub tells his wife, "I don't have any blind friends" (pg3). Bub views the blind as individuals with many limitations. Still feeling superior, he jokingly suggests to his wife, "Maybe I should take him bowling" (pg3). He finds it difficult to believe that Robert's blindness had an inseparable and sexual-filled marriage with his late wife. Bub is certain of this because of Robert's blindness making his marriage to be unfulfilling. He even thinks by himself, "what a pitiful life this woman must have led" (pg3). He makes an assumption that Robert's inability to see his wife deprived him of the joy of enjoying a marriage like that of him and his wife.
Bob is shocked to finally realize that Robert's visit turns out to be totally different from what he had anticipated and expected the outcome to be. They are able to share a meal without encountering any difficulties due to hindrances' caused by his blindness. This is depicted in "I watched with admiration as he used his knife and fork" (pg6). Later that night, Bub and Robert share some dope together. Later in the night, it is their interactions that made him realize he was full of stereotypical ideas that were making him full of uncertainties. They all changed as he got to know Robert better and engaged in his activities for the night, which he learned to appreciate. Bub goes ahead to mention to Robert that "I'm glad for the company" (pg9). Bub is starting to realize that being blind didn't make that much of a difference between them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Robert's visit enlightens the character of Bub. During the visit, many stereotypical conceptions that Bub had of the blind are shaken. This is evident when Robert suggests that they draw the Cathedral he was trying to explain. In the course of drawing, Robert joins in, and by the guide of Bub, they completely sketch the Cathedral. This happens when Robert suggests, "we'll do something. We'll draw one together. Get us a pen and some heavy paper." (pg10). "the blind man got down from the sofa and sat next to me on the carpet. He ran his fingers over the paper. He found my hand, the hand with the pen." (pg10). He is mesmerized by how a blind person would even know if the TV was in color or not.
Bub has had a significant shift in character from the begging of the story to the end of the story. He comes to a realization that he himself is the character that has been living with limitations because of all the stereotypes he chose as his daily guide to life and how to approach it. This is because he had always viewed life differently, seen people differently, and deemed them capable of accomplishing tasks in concern with their abilities.


