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The History of the Negro Leagues: Its Relationship with the American History
Sports have been part and parcel of human life since time immemorial. Some games showcase the culture of a particular segment of people; for instance, the mention of cricket brings the Asians in your mind. America also has a sports identity that includes basketball, American football, and baseball ( Back, 1920). The sports have had a large chunk of success globally, especially basketball that is played nearly in every corner of the world. One of the most distinct games that form the American identity and life is baseball, which, according to Walt Whitman (a poet), Americans term as their game and their "national pastime."( Folsom 43) Baseball is a game that is played by the use of a ball, a bat, and gloves. Its engagement involves two teams that have nine players each. It is played on a diamond-shaped field that has four white bases where the teams alternate positions as fielders and batters. The game is won when a team emerges with more runs than the other in the nine innings. Base Ball has had its activities majorly influenced by the American History steps, for instance, world War, the great depression, and racial segregation.
The Negro League Baseball
Commonly referred to as the Negro Leagues, they were leagues in the United States that comprised of teams that had a majority of Ameican blacks and a small segment of Latin Americans. The first professional black team was the Cuban Giants that was formed in 1885 (Kelley). The National  Base Ball League was the first League that was organized as a minor league, although, after two weeks after its formation, it failed due to low attendance. In history, the 1951's Negro American League is considered to be the last major League of all seasons, with the previous professional club being the Indianapolis Clowns, which continued with the sport as a sideshow and not on the competitive platform between the 1960s and 1980s.
History of the Negro Leagues
The Era of the Amateurs
During the 1850s, The United States had racial segregation as its chronic disease that was all over, ranging from discrimination in public transport, politics, education, residence to business ( Bak1925). At this time, the government did nothing to curb the menace but instead came up with legislations that propagated and also spearheaded the racism boat. The social vice did not spare sports either, and baseball was not spared either.  Due to racism, the American Blacks were not allowed to play in baseball leagues(both major and minor leagues). The blacks then decided to come up with their teams, and by the 1880s, they had successfully formed professional teams. In November 1859, the renowned baseball competition was held in New York between the Unknowns of Brooklyn and Jamaica's The Henson Base Ball Club. The Hensons defeated the Unknowns by 54 to 43. In 1865, the civil war came to an end and ushered in the Reconstruction Era, which also had a direct impact on the baseball sport. During the reconstruction Era, ex-soldiers formed teams in mid-Atlantic states and the East. The teams received sponsorship from prominent black officers. The efforts led to the formation of teams like Chicago Uniques, Albany Bachelors, Jamaica Monitor Club, and Philadelphia Excelsior. The teams played each other and also against other teams. Philadelphia formed the black baseball mecca in the late 1860s. Philadelphia had a black population of 22,000. The Pythian Base Ball Club was formed by two individuals ( Francis Wood and JamesFrancis) who were former cricket players (Back 1926). Due to the difficulties of securing a permit in the city for black baseball games, they played in Camden in New Jersey. Octavious Catto, who by then was the promoter of the Pythians, made a step of seeking membership in the association of baseball players that involved sending representative delegates to the annual convention and nothing more. At the end of 1867, any club that had a black player was voted by the National Association of Base Ball Players to be excluded. Despite the ban, the Blackball also benefited during this segregation era. The black teams played against each other and in some circumstances against the semipro clubs(the independent  white clubs)
The Era of Professional Baseball
The baseball that featured the blacks was professionalized in the 1870s with the first black player to play professional baseball, being Bud Fowler, who featured in several games with teams like Massachusetts club, Lynn, and Chelsea in 1878. In the major League, the first blacks to play were Moses Walker and Welday Walker, who were brothers.In1884, they played for the American Association and Toledo Blue Stockings. In 1886, Frank Grant joined the Buffalo Bisons that played in the strongest minor League. He hit 340 points that became the third-highest overall in the League.The following season, many other black players joined the League.They include George Stovey and Robert Higgins(both were pitchers). The blacks were in 1888 barred from playing in any high profile minor League.
In 1885, three clubs joined together to form the first professional black team called the Cuban Giants. The clubs that merged were the Manhattans of Washington, the Keystone Athletics, and the Orions of Philadelphia. The Cuban Giants registered a considerable success that led to the formation of a nationally recognized negro league by the name the national Colored Base Ball  Minor League in 1887. It first consisted of six teams, namely; Pittsburgh Keystones, Baltimore Lord Baltimores, Philadelphia Pythians, Boston Resolutes, New York Gorhams, and Louisville Falls Citys. Walter Brown of Pittsburgh was the league leader. He applied a grant that was then accepted, and hence the League received a minor league status with protections under the National Agreement. The step prevented any other team from signing players from the NCBBL(Kelley)The move also locked players in their respective League. The NCBBL  failed with the Resolutes pulling out, and within one week, only three teams were left. The popularity and the business success of the original Cuban Giants led to the formation of other clubs bearing a similar name. They include the Cuban X- Giants, the Columbia Giants, the Genuine Cuban Giants, the Brooklyn Royal Giants, and many others. Cuba had better relations; hence, the earlier Cuban teams, though comprised of many blacks than Cubans, aimed at increasing their chances of being accepted by white patrons. By 1899, a few Cuban baseball teams played in North America. Some of the teams had white Cuban players and some Negro League members.
The game was marked with a lot of friction between players and even fans, with some players on the white minor League engaging their competitors in physical abuses and verbal insults. This led to the then the Comprise of 1877 to remove the obstacles that were remaining from the South's. They enacted the Jim Crow Laws ( Back 1928).In another incident, Anson marched on the field with his team in a military fashion and demanded the blacks not to play . On the very day, the owners of the League overwhelmingly voted to reflect offering contracts to blacks in the future due to the alleged hazards that the black athletes posed. Middle States League was then formed in 1888. The League absorbed two teams that comprised of only black players into its white-dominated League.The teams were New York Gorhams and their arch-rivals the Cuban Giants. The two teams managed to form a traveling team as the Colored All Americans despite their animosity. The move enabled them to make financial gains, but in 1890, the Giants went back to their independent identity. By 1892, the Giants was the only surviving black eastern team that was fully operational.
Rube Foster
The Philadelphia Giants, a team that was owned by a white businessman by the name Walter Schlichter, rose prominently after loosing to the Cuban X-Giants during their Colored Championship. Schlichter hired Foster the next season from the Cubans. Foster was the finest pitcher man for the Cuba Giants( Back 1926).In 1904's rematch, the Philadelphia Giants defeated the Cubans and remained on top of the League until 1907 when Foster left to be a player and a manager of the Leland Giants (Kelley). While with the Lelands, Foster demanded to be in charge of both the on-field activities and the bookings. Within no time, he converted the team into one of the finest teams to beat. He trained the players to be competent craftsmen through the rattling of the opposing pitcher. He also demanded 40% of the gate collections instead of the 10% that Frank Leland was receiving. In 1909, He again demanded  Leland to quit from baseball activities, or he would resign himself. Leland did not adhere to this hence Foster quit and court battles ensued and Foster got hold of the rights of the name –The Leland Giants. He took the players and engaged in starting a  new team, the Chicago Giants. In 1910, Foster started campaigning for an all-black league concept insisting that black teams need to be managed by black people. To be more attractive to a larger base, Foster renamed his team to the Chicago American Giants. The United States joined World War 1 in April 1917. The defense industry and plants needed manpower. Hence, many blacks migrated from the south region to the North, a step that increased the fan base in the North hence more revenue in terms of bookings (Back). By 1919, Foster was again ready to start a Negro baseball league. In February 1920, talks in Missouri led to the establishment of the Negro National League which had eight teams namely the Cuban Stars, St. Louis Giants among others. Foster was chosen as the League's president for the National Association of Colored Professional Base Ball Clubs. He also controlled every aspect of the game, including which players played in which team, where and when the teams played, what kind of equipment did they use on the pitch, and so on. The playing equipment was to be purchased from Foster. As a league's booking agent, he took five percent of the total gate collections.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Golden Age
A game that was played between the Indianapolis ABCs and the Chicago American Giants ended 4-2 in favor of the ABCs.It was the first game of the inaugural season of the Negro National League that was played at Washington Park. The Chicago Race Riot of 1909 led to the National Guard occupying the home field of the Giants club, forcing Foster to cancel all his club's home games, which were to become the worst league embarrassment (Aaron and Wheeler). The Negro Southern League was founded in  Georgia in March 1920. The League joined Foster's National Association of Colored Professional Base Ball Clubs. Hence it received better protection from the raiding parties. With an aim of moving further into the territory of Nat Strong, Foster admitted Atlantic City Bacharach wants to be owned by John Connor as an associate member. In return, John raided Hilldale Daisies' team owned by Ed Bolden. Bolden was forced to join Foster's nemesis, Nat. In the end, Bolden turned back to be an associate member of the Negro National League. Bolden again in December 1922, he changed his mind and ended up joining Strong to form the Eastern Colored League to be an alternative to Foster's League. Their League started with six teams, which included New York Lincoln Giants, Hilldale, Atlantic City Bacharach Giants, New York Cuban  Stars, Baltimore Black Sox, and Brooklyn Royal Giants. Maintaining continuity amongst the franchises for the National League was difficult forcing three teams to fold. Several others followed suit before 1922. This forced Foster to replace the multifunctional teams by the promotion of whole teams from the Negro Southern League to NNL (Kelley).In the end, Foster and Bolden conferred and agreed to start an annual Negro League World Series from 1924. Foster was committed to asylum in1926 due to his erratic traits and William Hueston was elected das the new league president. In 1927, Bolden found himself in trouble having committed to himself to a  hospital bill due to the great pressure leading to the folding of the Eastern League hence the World Series came to an end. This paved way for another league by the name the American Negro League to replace the Eastern League although it only lasted several seasons due to the harsh economic conditions that were brought by America's economic regression. The League unfolded in 1931, forcing some of its teams to join the Negro Southern League that was still surviving. Other leagues were formed too, some of which include the East-West League that was founded by Cumberland Posey together with his Homestead Grays. The League had eight cities –Pittsburgh, Washington D.C., Philadelphia, New York, Detroit, Newark, Baltimore, and Cleveland.
The Effects of World War 2
Japan attacked the U.S.'s Pearl Harbor in 1941, leading to the second world war. The war-affected the Negro Leagues whereby many players missed several seasons while they participated in the war overseas. Some of the players that participated in the war included Buck O'Neil of Kansas City and Leon Day of Newark (O'Neil, Wulf, and  Conrads). The Negro league reached its peak whole many blacks were working in war industries and earning better salaries leading to an increase in baseball fan base in every city. Due to the booming business, Saperstein started a minor league by the name Negro west League.The Negro World Series was also reborn in 1942. Saperstein joined hands with Jesse Owen in 1946 to form the West Coast Baseball Association with Saperstein, the president, and Owen as his vice. It was later disbanded after two months.
Buck O'Neil (1911-2006)
John Jordan O'Neil Jr played as a first baseman and also a manager in the League of the Negro Americans with the Kansas City Monarchs  (O'Neil, Wolf, and Conrad's). In a major league, he was the first black American coach. He also played an essential role in helping the renewal of interest in the Negro Leagues and the inauguration  of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum in Missouri( Kansas City ) 
The Era of Integration
The first commissioner of Major League Baseball by the name Judge Kenesaw Landis was against the concept of accommodating integration in the game. In fact, during his service, he blocked such attempts at all costs. Happy Chandler took over as his successor after his death. Chandler accommodated integration by allowing blacks to play with whites. The white majors formed the Major League Committee on Baseball Integration in 1945. The committee comprised Rickey, MacPhail, and Rainey (Robinson, Duckett, and Dennis). MacPhail was against the integration to an extent that the committee never met. Because of this, Rickey sent scouts as far as Mexico and Purto Rico to look for someone who could break the color barrier. Jackie Robinson was chosen as the best candidate. Jackie met with Rickey where their interaction led to Jackie hurling racial epithets that resulted in him being denied any moral or written obligations to any club hence due to this clause, the Negro League became a commercial entity. In 1945, the human rights groups pressured the Fair Employment Practices Act that was eventually passed by the legislature of New York State. The government considered the Quinn-Ives Act that banned discrimination when it came to employment. Also, Mayor La Guardia of NYC came up with the Mayor's Commission on Baseball aimed at studying the integration of the major leagues. The pressure from many quarters led to Rickey signing of Jackie  Robinson and four other black players, namely, Roy Partlow, John Wright, Campanella and Newcombe (Robinson, Duckett, and Davis). The 1947 integration led to the appearance of Jackie with the Brooklyn Dodgers; hence, the interest in Negro league waned. The black competent players were signed by teams from major leagues without the consideration of contracts, unlike in negro leagues. The Cleveland Indians and the Dodgers were also integrated by 1948. To follow suit, the Negro Leagues started integration, where Eddie Klep was the first white player to play for the Cleveland Buckeyes in 1946. The combination slowly led to the fading away of the Negro leagues in 1948, as many black players got absorbed in the major leagues. In the 1960s, the Indianapolis Clowns were the last from the Negro League still surviving, and they continued into the 1980s but as a sideshow a not as a competitive sport.
Jackie Robinson 
He Was the first black American to play in a Major League Baseball in modern times.He ended the racial segregation that was deeply rooted in the Ameican baseball game when he played for the first time in April 1947 for the Brooklyn Dodgers at first base (Robinson, Duckett, and Dennis). His signing led to the end of racism that had pushed black players to the Negro Leagues ever since the 1880s.In 1962, he was added to the baseball Hall of Fame. His traits of being non-violent and a gifted player challenged the culture of segregation that had spread in all aspects of American life.Hence the significantly contributed to the civil rights movement. Also, he was the first black T.V. analyst in MLB, and also the first black vice president of an American corporation. He won several medals that include the presidential medal of freedom and congressional Gold medal due to his achievements.
Conclusion
Baseball, as a sport, has undergone tremendous changes before attaining the current status. This was marked with racism, which divided it into the Negro League and the White's Major leagues. The game was also affected by the world wars, where some players went to serve the army in several capacities. The game was transformed in the 1940s due to the rampant human rights movements that were against segregation, and by the end of the 1940s, .the Negro Leagues were eroded. The black players joined teams in the Major League without restrictions, with Jackie Robinson being the first black to play in the major League.
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