EDUC 521
INTERVIEW INSTRUCTIONS

You will select an adult family member of someone with special needs to inquire about his/her school experiences. You must explain the requirements of your assignment and ask permission to m .mvtake notes or to audiotape the interview, as you will then record the participant’s answers in quotes.  B..

List each question and then give the response underneath the question in a double-spaced typed format. Responses must be rich and detailed. It is appropriate to use first-person language throughout all 4 parts of this assignment.

Part 1: Demographics

Name of person you are interviewing: Roderick Stoutamire
Name of individual with the disability: Ryan Stoutamire
Describe the disability: ADHD
Age of the individual with the disability: 10
Describe the relationship between the family member and the individual with the disability:  Father/Son

Part 2: Questionnaire Interview

1. How did you learn that RYAN has a disability? (Who was present? When did this happen?) If you were giving advice to professionals who need to explain to a parent that his/her child has a special need, what would that advice be?

“The way that we (Ryan’s mother and I) learned that Ryan had ADHD was because he was having a lot of behavioral issues in school with his impulsive behavior. After a few incidents the administrative team at his school advised we get him scheduled for testing. He seen a psychologist and Ryan was diagnosed with ADHD when he was 6 years old. If I had to give advice is to listen to the professionals because they see and work with children every day and knows the symptoms and its okay to get another opinion.”

2. How did you feel when you received the diagnosis?

“I wasn’t too surprised because Ryan’s mom does a lot of research and we figured because of his impulsive behavior it was either ADD or ADHD. His academic was never an issue it was just behavioral issues.”

3. Have your feelings changed since the initial diagnosis? Describe.

“My feelings have not changed since the initial diagnosis; I just knew that us as parents needed to do what was best for our child. I have never been officially diagnosed with ADHD but I can remember as a child going through the same thing my son was going through so I just knew as a parent I needed to support not only my child but the teachers and administrators with whatever we need to ensure behavioral issues are under control and he continues to excel in academics.

4. What have been the positive aspects of having a child in the family with a disability?

“The positive aspect of having a child in the family with this disability is because we can keep him busy, this is a part of redirecting his energy. He loves to help around the house, we give him extra work which is why he excels over his grade level in school.”

5. What have been the problems or challenges you have experienced having a child with a disability?

“The challenges are that some family and friends have their opinions on how we discipline our child and why we shouldn’t have him on medication. We let them know that disciplining our child will not control the disability, so we have to talk to him and redirect his energy. Medication is the biggest fight because so many of my family members feel as though we shouldn’t have him on meds.”

6. How did your other children react to learning their brother/sister had a disability? What impact has RYAN had on them? (if appropriate)

“Ryan has a younger sister that is 1 years old so she doesn’t know too much about his disability. Ryan is a great big brother; he runs and plays with his sister and helps keep her entertained.”

7. What kinds of support have been most helpful to you (family members, parent groups, neighbors, other)? How would you prioritize your family needs and the areas in which you feel that you need more assistance?

“We do not live near family so right now our immediate family is what we have on a daily basis. We just work together and ensure that Ryan continues his 3-month sessions with his psychologist, we have a great relationship with all of his teachers. His coaches from his football and wrestling team are also supportive and whenever I can’t be there, they are those alternate male figures in his life. I honestly feel as though we have everything under control with ensuring Ryan’s disability is maintained and we support him every day and every step of the way.”

8. What have been your experiences in working with school personnel? What have they done that has been most helpful? What have they done that was least helpful or even harmful?

“My experiences with the school personnel have been more than excellent. I am not sure if it’s the school district or the teachers themselves but I always start the school year off with an open-door communication level with everyone. We ensure that the teachers have our emails and cell numbers to call us for anything. They also work with Ryan with his seating arrangements in class and they also give him busy tasks to continue to keep his mind occupied every minute of the day. We have not come across anything that was not positive or supportive from the teachers and admin personnel.”

9. How could the school help your child transition to adulthood?

“The school could help Ryan transition to adulthood by still holding him accountable for his actions regardless of a disability and not using his disability as a crutch. Letting him know that it is okay to be different but it doesn’t make you any less of another individual.”

10. If I were to be RYAN’s teacher next year, what advice would you want to give me so that he/she has an optimal learning experience?

“I would let you know to let Ryan be himself but to please encourage Ryan that he may be a little different but he is just as smart as the next child. Encourage Ryan that sitting in the front of the class and near you makes sure he gets the proper education.”

11. What would you want me to do/not do in terms of my interactions with you if I were RYAN’s teacher?

“If you were Ryan’s teacher, I would want to have all communication with you. I would rather us have all interactions concerning Ryan. Meaning when he is doing good or when we are having issues. I feel like a parent/teacher relationship benefits the child at the end of the day.”

12. I am just learning about students with disabilities and how to work effectively with them in my classroom. What other information would you like me—and my classmates—to know about working with children with special needs?

“As a parent of a child with a disability I think it’s very important to not judge the child because yes you may have students with the same disability but they are not all the same. Each student is different because of their family and living conditions. Understand your students and communicate effectively with your parents. Students with disabilities need extra attention and its okay to focus a little more to ensure they receive the best education.”

Part 3: Summary of Research-Based Strategies

On the basis of the information collected in the interview and the information obtained from your research and readings, summarize 3 research-based, direct, explicit teaching strategies you have learned in this course that you would use to benefit this family. Your summary must be at least 500 words and in APA format. You must use your textbook and at least 1 journal article outside of your textbook to answer Part 3, and you must cite your references on a separate reference page using current APA format.

Part 4: Conclusion – Reflection and Discussion

[bookmark: _GoBack]Give a well-constructed conclusion in which you clearly reflect on this assignment and present a summary that conveys the significance of the knowledge gained from this interview as a teacher for families of children with disabilities. This reflection must clearly tie your interview and summary of instructional strategies together in a nice, concise conclusion. Your conclusion must be at least 500 words, written in APA format.




*This assignment must follow current APA guidelines and must include a title page and reference page. However, it is appropriate to use first-person language throughout all 4 parts of this assignment.

Submit the Experience Interview by 11:59 p.m. (ET) on Sunday of Module/Week 6.
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