4



Blackstone's influence on American philosophy
Student’s Name
Institutional Affiliation
Course title
Instructor’s Name
Date 















Blackstone's influence on American philosophy
 William Blackstone was a British judge. He is most known for his Commentaries on the Laws of England, the first thorough examination of English law since the 13th century (Orth, 2018).  His Commentaries on the Laws of England are his most famous works. Blackstone's work was notably influential in explaining individual rights against government and protecting liberty from officials who sought to censor criticism and limit the press's power to inform the public. William Blackstone has had a significant impact on American political thought. In the following essay, I will explain how Blackstone's ideas inspired American philosophy, as well as what evidence for this influence can be found in Tocqueville's observations of American politics.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Custom and convention are the cornerstones on which law is built. A law must be based on established foundation principles to be effective in a country, and the people governed by the law must agree with the principles on which the legislation is based (Minot, 2018). This is because Blackstone believed that the growth of law was sluggish, and he needed a system that would work for a state. He stated that a state's success is heavily dependent on the country's legal system. Because all men are equal, William Blackstone believed that the law should be a natural law that is dictated and bound by all men (Strauss & Cropsey, 2012).
William Blackston was a strong supporter of individual liberty and equality before the law. The Declaration of independence reflects this as well. Thomas Jefferson's goal in authoring the Declaration of Independence was to free the country from British authority by demanding the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, which was the Declaration's ultimate goal. ′′We hold it to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, ′′ Jefferson (1776) states. This demonstrates Sir William Blackstone's impact and influence on American political theory, which led to the independence of the thirteen United States of America, breaking away from British domination (Strauss & Cropsey, 2012).
In his opinion of the federalized ideal of the constitution, William Blackstone advocated for equality. Still, Tocqueville observed that those advocating for equality and liberty would cause some evils, such as tyranny and that morality and virtue were core when it came to the fundamental principles of lawmaking (Sinha, 2019).  As a result of the federalized constitution, Tocqueville feared and foresaw vices such as mediocrity, materialism, and mediocrity. Tocqueville's misgivings sprang from his observations of American intellectuals' pursuit of liberty.
Thomas Jefferson penned the Declaration of Independence to proclaim the thirteen United States of America's opposition to the British monarchy to fight for independence. Jacksonian democracy was born as a result of Tocqueville's observation. (Ablavsky, 2018).  This was a 19th-century American political concept that gave most white men over the age of 21 the right to vote and reformed several federal institutions (Lettow, 2020). It expanded on Jackson's equal political policy, which he instituted after abolishing what he called an "elite monopoly" of government.
In conclusion, the idea of federalism by William Blackstone was not legit. There is no law without morality and virtue to accompany reason. Too much liberty where the law is not strong can lead to vices such as tyranny, materialism, and irrationality, as mentioned and discussed above. 
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