Prof. Cook’s ENG 201, Fall 2020:  Poetry Paper
Due Friday, 11/20 (turn it in via Blackboard)

Pick ONE of the following options and write a thesis-driven paper (meaning you have to have a clear opinion that you are arguing for).  Minimum length is 3 FULL pages (i.e., all the way down to the bottom of the third page, not two pages with a couple of sentences at the top of the third page), but the paper may (and probably should) be longer than that.  Secondary sources are not required, but may be helpful, and you have to attach a Works Cited page if you do use sources, and make it very clear in the body of the paper which ideas are or are not your own; other people’s exact words must always appear in quotation marks.  Papers must be typed and double-spaced.  Grammar counts!  Poor grammar will lower your grade, and good grammar will raise it.  A grammar bonus of one full letter grade will be awarded to papers containing no grammatical errors whatsoever.  You may use any of the poems from the packets, or any other poems by any poet represented in the packets.  However, you must ask my permission to use poems by poets I did not assign.  If you use a poet who did not appear in the class packets without getting my permission first, you will have to do the paper over.

1.  Pick any ONE poem and do a “close reading” of it.  (If you pick this option, the whole paper has to be about one poem.)  By “close reading” I simply mean say everything there is to say about the poem.  Analyze every line (or nearly every line if the poem is very long) in terms of meaning, imagery, sonic effects (how musical concerns like rhyme and rhythm contribute to the feel of the poem), references, and anything else you can think of, to paint a complete picture of how the poem goes about doing what it does.  Do NOT try to get away with filling up space with biographical facts about the poet – you have to write about the poem itself (personal stuff about the poet may be brought up if it is relevant to the poem, but your grade will go down if it looks like you are using biographical stuff to avoid writing about the poem).  NOTE: a specific stated “thesis” is not strictly necessary with a close reading.

2. Pick a few (3 or more) poems by the same poet and try to analyze her or his work as a whole.  What was he or she concerned with saying?  Who is the intended audience?  Where does this poet’s work fit into the larger culture?  If the poet is from long enough ago that her or his work might have influenced society or other art in some way, then in what ways did it do so?

3. Pick a few (3 or more) poems by a few different poets who wrote during the same time or were part of the same movement, and analyze the ways in which all their work combined to create or represent the ideas and concerns of that movement.

4. Pick TWO poems by two different poets that are about the same thing (or same sort of thing) and do a compare/contrast.

5. Come up with an idea on your own and get it approved by me before writing the paper.

