Art 102, Spring 2019 

Due: April 29th/30th 2019 
     
MUSEUM PAPER ASSIGNMENT
What is the assignment?

To visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and closely observe the following artworks:
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Seated Statue of Hatshepsut, c. 1479-1458 BCE, Egypt, Gallery 115 (1st Floor)
Marble Portrait of the Emperor Caracalla, 212-217 CE, Rome, Gallery 169 (1st Floor)
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Seated Figure, Olmec, 12th-9th Cent. CE, Mexico, Gallery  358 (1st Floor)
Mihrab (Prayer Niche), Islamic (Iran), 755 CE, Gallery 455 (2nd Floor)

What are the writing guidelines?
-Write an essay, ranging from 1000-1200 words, that is:

1. Accessible: meaning that any vocabulary words, ideas, techniques, processes, and materials are defined and explained.

2. Engaging: present the content in such a way that you problematize an issue or draw connections to broader themes, and contextualize the artwork with contemporary issues.

3. Experiential: share your own experience of viewing and studying the artwork as a way to enrich the reader’s appreciation for it.
How should you organize your paper?

-Your paper should be arranged the following manner:


1. Opening paragraph should include a “hook,” to draw the reader in; this could be a question or quote that introduces the artwork in an engaging way.


2. Thematic Sections: your remaining paragraphs should flesh out the main ideas of each thematic section. These should be the most important ideas that you wish to communicate to your reader about the artwork, allowing you to explore the work more deeply and draw connections to broader themes or other artworks.


3. Conclusion: do not write a concluding paragraph; instead wrap up your paper with a concluding sentence.
