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Banksy
Banksy is a graffiti artist whose identity is still a mystery. Banksy is a well-known British graffiti artist who is also a political activist and a film filmmaker. An investigation reveals that his name is kept hidden because doing graffiti is a crime. Banksy wears pants, as well as silver-plated chains and earrings, in the photos. According to assumptions made by former classmates, the artist is thought to be Robin Gunningham, a former student of Bristol Cathedral School. In 2016, an analysis of the sites where Banksy’s artwork was found to be validated this theory. Robin’s moves are reminiscent of Banksy’s art distribution. Others think of Banksy as a collective of seven artists. According to rumors, Banksy is also a member of the trip-hop band's massive attack, which ties to the artist’s mass large assault attack persona.
The Girl with a Balloon is one of Banksy’s most well-known and popular works. It was shown all around the world in 2018. Sotheby’s in England was auctioning off a painting titled The Girl with a Balloon. Painting self-destructed and was torn in before everyone’s eyes once the hammer struck, announcing that it had sold for $860,000 (Mancoff 1). Days after the shredding occurred, Banksy himself took to Instagram to publish a video documenting the event. The video was dubbed “Shredding of the Girl and Balloon” by the artist.
The shredder is built and installed in the painting’s frame by someone who appears to be Banksy in the film. You can see the shredding in the film, which gives you the impression that Banksy was present at the auction. You’ll witness Banksy practicing tearing the painting with a fake or copy at the very beginning of the video. Furthermore, he claimed in his report that the auction company was unaware of the situation. Love Is in the Bin, the now-shredded picture, is auctioned off for more than six times its original value.
Even though it’s backfired, I believe he shredded the artwork because he didn’t want it to sell for so much. Banksy, as previously said, does not believe in making a profit from the sale of his artwork, regardless of how much it is worth. I soon came to the conclusion that I may have been correct in my assessment of the situation after all. Robert Hughes’s comment was posted one year after the shredding incident by Banksy himself. It stated, “Art should make us feel more clearly and intelligently, it should give us coherent experiences that we otherwise would not have had (Mancoff 1). Art’s new job is to sit on the wall and get more expensive, which means its price has become an integral component of its purpose. Art becomes the exclusive property of those who can buy it, instead of being the common property of all human beings, like a book. Imagine the cultural devastation if every worthwhile book in the world costs $1 million.
Banksy drew on learned worldviews to invent new ones. Different political and socioeconomic concerns around the world were interpreted through cultural production (Cervetti, 2014). She used graffiti to portray guerilla warfare and vengeance, which led some people to seize power and land from their well-armed adversaries. He uses the example of a rich man’s company painter to illustrate the distinctions in socioeconomic levels. Art and products by Banksy criticize centralized power since authority might be misleading when it is ineffective for the people. Using visual imagery and iconography, the work condemns selfish practices such as greed, poverty, hypocrisy, and alienation committed by authority figures in particular.
The artists opposed imperialism and war. Banksy admits that she becomes ill when she sees the current status of the world. To make a long story short, she offered a free copy of her book to every Bristol constituency voter in the United Kingdom’s 2017 general election. A Banksy edition copy was given to a voter who could meet the artist’s stipulations. After the incident was made public, Banksy was warned about the dangers of corruption and bribery in general. As a result, Banksy withdrew from the running to keep the results of the election valid (Lawless 1). Banksy had a unique sense of humor and was a talented artist. She uses her artistic talents to call out injustice and corruption in society. She was enigmatic and as up-to-date as he is with his job against the forces of darkness. During her painting sessions, she wears masks over her face and clothes that conceal her entire body. Her primary goal in remaining anonymous was to avoid being arrested and charged with mischief.
Banksy’s films depict all of the blunders that have been made in the name of street art. Banksy possessed a high level of intelligence as well as empathy. She secretly used his Art to spread awareness about the severity of political injustices and the widening gap between the rich and the poor in society. She observes that people who run companies or institutions have created a forum for artists to share their work. According to Banksy, the poor are forced to work for the powerful and corrupt, who should be brought to justice. Secrecy is conveyed through Banksy’s use of metaphors, symbols, settings, characters, and genres (Gough 102). When Banksy painted ‘Soldiers Painting Peace,’ he did so secretly to avoid detection from the authorities. The fact that she was a political activist demonstrated the ambiguity of the premise that “war equals peace.”. The soldiers are well-equipped and aware of the dangers they face; they are also filled with apprehension and worry. However, peace cannot be achieved through the use of force.
Banksy has made it clear that he dislikes those in positions of power. One of his iconographies, a stencil of a rat, appears in one of his graffiti works at London’s Heathrow Airport. To illustrate the concept of keeping out, a rat is shown grasping the letter T from the phrase as mentioned above. The lock on the door is a real one that he appears to have hacked open using the letter T as a key. It demonstrates his disregard for the rules, as he goes in the complete opposite direction of what was instructed of him. This is one of several pieces of graffiti art in which he expresses his power thoughts.
One of Banksy’s goals is for Art to be accessible to all people and for graffiti to cease being viewed as a criminal act and instead be viewed as a form of expression. Banksy is an activist who speaks out for what he believes in and puts his beliefs into action. He hopes that when people see graffiti, they will not associate it with vandalism but rather with someone attempting to communicate a message, no matter what it may be. He wants people to be allowed to enjoy and view Art unhindered by the consequences of their actions. Using the pseudonym “Banksy,” the artist created a painting of Turkish artist Zehra Dogan (Tondo 1). Zehra Dogan had been released from prison after painting a watercolor of a newspaper photo. The military vehicles were depicted as monsters with linked claws in her reimagining of the image. Banksy helped spread the word about her ordeal by creating artwork in response to it. In this case, Banksy is fighting for social justice.
Banksy’s pink yacht is yet another example of him standing up for what he believes in and putting his beliefs into action. The first thing that comes to mind is how on earth, a pink boat is battling for anything. A lifeboat was bought and modified by Banksy from a French navy vessel. He gave the yacht the name “M.V. Louise Michel,” painted it pink, and stenciled his artwork on the side (Gough 99). Due to European states’ directives not to respond to distress calls from “non-Europeans,” the ship is employed to conduct Mediterranean search and rescue operations. European Union regulations prevent the boat from leaving the port right now.
Banksy disagrees with the European Union, if only on a few points. One of his graffiti pieces from Dover, England, which has been removed, depicts a person breaking free from the EU flag’s stars. The star being chipped appears to be causing cracks in the flag as well. Britain departed the European Union on January 31, 2020, and Banksy is a British artist. The work was done in 2017 when the UK was still a member of the EU.
Banksy’s Art, if you ever see it, should show more than just vandalism. Every time I see one of his pieces, I have to ask, “Why was that here?” Is there any significance to the work’s setting? Do you know what you’re getting at? What do you want viewers to take away from your work? As a result, I believe Banksy achieved his goal when he erected the graffiti (Gough 107). Additionally, he wanted to arouse the audience's interest while also ensuring that the work was made available to the general public.
Due to the nature of his medium, Banksy’s authenticity is scrutinized by many in the counter-culture movement who perceive his rise to mainstream success as a sign of selling out. A common misconception is that “in your face,” anti-authoritarian street art is for the powerful and the well-to-do, not for sale, and unfettered by market forces. Counter-culture principles don’t fit up with the mainstream realities because they’re inherent in the movements. 
Others in the street art community believe that since Banksy has become well-known, he has lost the authenticity of being a true street artist. They believe that he has compromised the values inherent in street art to appeal to the art world and make money. It was on the auction market that Banksy’s Art first became associated with money. His works have consistently sold for large quantities of money on the market. “An auction house in London, Sotheby’s, noted last year that it was unusual for them to see stencil artist Banksy’s work using “spray paints” when a collection of his work was sold at auction. Even Nevertheless, some works by Banksy have fetched as much as $1,870,000 when they’ve been auctioned off (Cervetti 130). Banksy is an intriguing artist, and we are thrilled to be offering more of his work at Sotheby’s Europe division, according to Cheyenne Westphal, chairman of contemporary Art for that division. This year, one of his pieces was stolen from a wall in London and then found in Miami, where it was sold for a profit at an auction. The financial success of Banksy’s work is the foundation on which other street artists first identify him with money, even though he is not always in control of the auctioning off of his work (or receiving the profit).
Another important reason why Banksy is viewed as compromising for a profit is his use of gallery exhibitions. Putting on a gallery is a very traditional way of selling work. Many street artists “who believe street art should stay in the street and not in neat frames on the gallery wall” will easily read it as abandoning the streets in favor of selling to the art market as when “a considerable portion of his work comes straight out of his studio on to canvas, bypassing the street entirely.” This narrative is only strengthened when celebrities like Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie grace his exhibitions and become collecting fans, as putting on a gallery is viewed as a selling-out by its very nature.
Even Banksy was surprised by the popularity of his “Barely Legal” exhibition: “We had the type of attendance you’d get for a decent show at the Museum of Modern Art or something, just over three days and in Skid Row. “Many in the art world, including me, were perplexed as to how that could happen (Cervetti 131). Even though he acknowledges his celebrity, his final reply highlights something that skeptics often fail to notice: he never set out to achieve such fame or fortune in the first place.
Every graffiti and street artist’s dream is to get their work viewed by as many people as possible, and Banksy is no exception. In this way, he’s tried to get the general public's attention, but he’s never achieved the mainstream celebrity or enormous revenues that go along with that. As Banksy puts it, “everything was going a bit crazy—and suddenly it was all about the money, but it never was all about the money” when the auction houses began to sell street art. The major auction sales don’t pay him as much as you’d expect, and he has little control over the prices. Instead, he gives away thousands of paintings and contributes to the funding of other graffiti artists’ events with the money he makes from the sales. 
Although Banksy designed the cover for Blur’s “Think Tank” album in 2003, he has subsequently said emphatically that he will not do any commercial work again. He is still an anti-capitalist, even though his prosperity has led him to become “a capitalist—if only reluctantly.”. “The money that my work now brings in makes me a little uneasy, but it’s an easy problem to solve—you just stop whinging and give it all away,” says Banksy of his current financial situation. The hypocrisy of making Art about world poverty and then pocketing the proceeds is beyond my comprehension. To summarize, despite his popular success, Banksy appears to wish to stick to his values while avoiding financial gain.
Contrary to what many of his fellow graffiti and street artists think, Banksy’s decision to leave the streets and enter the mainstream has had a positive effect on not only the artist but also the entire street art community. As a result of his own monetary success, more and more people regard street art as legitimate Art, increasing the monetary value of graffiti. Those who study Banksy or street art, in general, agree, from his unparalleled impact on raising public awareness of the movement to his creation of a lucrative new market for it. “Most people need entrance points to feel familiar with new things,” says Marc Schiller of Wooster Collective (an internet group recognized for its meticulous research of the street art movement) (Cervetti 128). For millions of people, Banksy represents the gateway to a new way of seeing street art. Work being done to protect Banksy’s Art around the world is most poignantly affected by this occurrence. Many people now recognize and appreciate Banksy’s work; therefore, attempts are made to preserve it (such as using Plexiglas), and those who ‘accidentally’ remove a Banksy are subject to disciplinary action. 
According to one reporter rather than hiring someone to erase the graffiti, local authorities will petition to protect it since it adds energy and value to the neighborhood. Bristol, his hometown, has experienced the most transformation since he was first accused of being a disruptive vandal. He’s now “welcomed like a prodigal son” because of his international renown (and six-figure pricing). “Twenty years ago, we could have looked on him as a vandal, but the more we looked, the more we recognized that what he was doing wasn’t thoughtless but a very creative form of street art,” said deputy city council leader and executive for culture Simon Cook. Street art as a whole will benefit from this shift in perception since it will be seen as more than just filthy vandalism now that Banksy has become well-known.
I’ve discovered that Banksy, a well-known anonymous street artist, is passionate about showcasing his work and addressing social and political issues. When it comes to political and social themes, he does more than create art. He ventures out and participates. Both the pink boat and Zehra Dogan’s painting illustrate this perfectly. Zehra Dogan wrote to Banksy, thanking him for his support and telling him that when she was in prison, his support provided her happiness and that the artwork was worth her time in prison. Art is more than simply a nice picture; it’s a language that everyone can understand. This research project has drastically altered my perspective on art and artists as a result. I wish people had the opportunity to go through that transformation and get that insight, whether via Art, research, or simply a spark of curiosity.
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