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Is it unjust for health care to be distributed, partly or even mostly according to people's abilities to pay? In your answer, identify and defend the general principles you believe should govern the distribution of health care resources. If your answer is “it depends”, be clear about what it depends on.
Healthcare is an essential human need which is necessary for the rich and the poor in equal measure and quality. Without proper healthcare, it is difficult for human beings to live life to the fullest because the disease has the risk of increased morbidity and mortality.  When the public system is underfunded and overstretched, it leaves most people, especially those who are poor and vulnerable, unable to access quality healthcare through this system. The most suitable kind of healthcare system is universal healthcare which is publicly funded and ensures that 80 percent of healthcare costs of the population are paid by the government. This ensures that everyone can access promotive, curative, preventative, palliative and rehabilitative healthcare services. Two-tier healthcare is whereby the government offers basic healthcare, while secondary care also exists for people who can afford to pay for additional services that are better and faster.  In most countries, there is a public and privately funded healthcare. However, the difference as to quality depends on how the various systems are supported, regulated and managed. On the other hand, some countries use a single-tier healthcare system whereby the government is the majority financier of healthcare. At the same time, the private sector is small and provides healthcare to about 10 percent of the population. It is unjust for healthcare to be distributed partly or mostly according to people’s ability to pay because this promotes discrimination and inequality, violates the principles of justice and undermines quality, choice and the universal principle. 
 Healthcare that is distributed partly or mostly based on the ability to pay unjust because it promotes discrimination and inequality.   Those who have cannot pay for healthcare are people who are marginalized, especially people living with a disability, the elderly, minority ethnic groups and the illiterate.  The ability to pay for healthcare among the marginalized is low making it impossible for them to access quality healthcare when they need it. This situation can affect the quality of their lives and the ability to live lives of dignity.  It also promotes inequality because of those who can pay for specialized treatment, medications and services from physicians, thereby limiting the ability of the poor from accessing the same services.  The system ensures that the marginalized and most vulnerable members of the society continue to be subjected to low standards and quality of care. After all, they cannot access healthcare when they need it because they do not have money. According to Krohmal & Emanuel (2009) is that the healthcare system should not be a two-tier system because when people seek healthcare, it is based on a need and not resources.  The lack of quality healthcare reduces the ability to get equal access to care services.  A two-tier system also undermines the strength of the poor to receive proper services because they are unable to offer the incentive to physicians compared to their wealthy counterparts (Krohmal & Emanuel, 2009).  
Healthcare that is distributed on the ability to pay is unjust because it violates the principles of justice. Justice, according to Rawls (2001), is that justice is about fairness, and it is achieved when every gets what he/she needs. According to Rawls (2001) that there should be a fair distributive system of social goods to achieve a well order and well-administered community.  The society is responsible for the distribution of primary goods, and it is important in ensuring that people achieve their rational life plans (Rawls, 2001). According to Rawls is that the society have to define what justice is and ensure that the primary goods are distributed in that manner because it is the fundamental structure in society.  The US the healthcare system does not ensure there is fairness because income determines the kind of services that people .receive. This means that everyone cannot get the kind of services they require because of the lack of money.  This situation makes it difficult for people to achieve their rational life plans. 
The distribution of healthcare to the ability to pay unjust because it reduces the choice and quality.  In the US freedom and autonomy are values that are treasured by people. Autonomy allows people to choose when and where to receive treatment, the medications they would use, and the physicians who would attend to them.  Healthcare is a highly complex industry because it is a highly-skilled, technical and sensitive, which makes it difficult for the illiterate to understand it.   Those who make a choice my not be accurate of the decisions they make.  It also reduces quality because the poor tend to receive low-quality services in a two-tier healthcare system because they mostly receive the basic care from the public system and are unable to receive specialized and quality healthcare that is offered in the private system. 
 The ability to pay healthcare system also violates the principles of universalism advocated by the US.  Health is a basis for joy and opportunities in life including family, life, work creativity and reproduction.  When people are sick, the high value for them is to receive affordable, quality, accessible and culturally and linguistically relevant care.  Healthcare ought to be universal as a core ethical principle because people would choose healthcare as a priority for themselves and their family members. The principle of justice requires that all persons receive a certain level of medical services. A need for healthcare surpasses that of wealth during difficult times. Healthcare needs to be universal to ensure that people have the same opportunity (Krohmal & Emanuel, 2009).
 The provision of universal healthcare can be beneficial to the general population because it can eliminate the injustice that most people endure in the existing healthcare system.  However, even though the healthcare system has been technocratic, impersonal and have rising hospital costs, health plays an important role in the same way as healthy environments and healthy lifestyles. Knowles believed that the public ought to be more responsible for their health (Knowles, 1977).  He thought that healthcare systems would not work effectively if people did not observe healthy living by maintaining a healthy body size, good eating habits and exercise. 
In conclusion, a healthcare system that distributes healthcare partly or exclusively based on the ability to pay is unjust because it promotes discrimination in health that is based on income inequality.  It is unjust because marginalized and vulnerable populations are sidelined in terms of healthcare which reduces the quality of life that they live and their dignity. It also reduces the quality of care that the poor receive as people get healthcare that is based on the amount of money they have. The lack of financial muscle for the poor tends to reduce their life expectancy, which promotes unfairness in society.  Such healthcare also reduces the choices that people have, especially the underprivileged considering their literacy and knowledge levels.  This type of healthcare also violates the principle of universalism which the US promotes.  It makes it possible for wealth persons to maneuver the system and get all the healthcare they need. However, while the poor are locked out of this system, universal healthcare is what every individual requires because it ensures that risks of people failing to access health care will be reduced. After all, the cost will not benefit.
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