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Rene Descartes’s Biography
Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk45220743]Rene Descartes is considered one of the highly educated scientists, a creative mathematician, and an important philosopher. At the age of 8, Descartes attended Jesuit college where he graduated 7 years later. Throughout his life, Descartes was first considered a mathematician because, with the help of his teacher, he was able to apply mathematics and logic to understand the world (Kang P. 633). The approach of understanding the world through mathematics and logic incorporated the nature of existence that became Descartes’s most famous observation “I think; therefore, I am.”
Early life and education
[bookmark: _Hlk45220678]Descartes was born in a small town called La Haye en Touraine in central France on March 31, 1596. Descartes was the last born in a family of three children. Even though Descartes was born in a middle-class family, he never had an easy upbringing especially given that his mother Jeanne Brochard, died one year after giving birth to him (Seifert and Rebecca P. 171). After the death of his mother, it was difficult for his father Joachim Descartes to take care of them because the father was also working as a council member in the provincial parliament. As a result, his father sent Descartes and his siblings to live with Jeanne Sain, their grandmother. Even after sending Descartes to live with his maternal grandmother, the father was concerned with a good education. As a result, at the age of 10, Descartes was sent to a boarding school at Jesuit college in 1607 where he studied for seven years (Seifert and Rebecca P. 171). 
Generally, Descartes was considered a good student even though his health condition did not allow him to abide by the breathless schedule. As a result, Descartes was always allowed to rest in bed until midmorning. For seven years, Descartes studies various subjects but the main ones included logic and rhetoric and “mathematics arts” (comprising of astronomy, music, ethics, and metaphysics) which build a foundation for him being a renowned philosopher (Seifert and Rebecca P. 171). After graduating from Jesuit college in 1614, Descartes will later join Poitiers university for two years and in the process, he earned a civil law degree and a license in canon law (Kang P. 633). Descartes is also reported to have added medicine and theology in his studies after graduating with a law degree. However, despite all his educational achievements, Descartes “resolved to seek no knowledge other than that of which could be found in himself or else in the great book of the world.” As a result, Descartes embarked on traveling around the world and mixing with people. 
The dates and the tittles of his major work
In 1628, Descartes moved to the Netherlands where he would complete Le Monde (The World) five years later (Kang P. 633). The major defining moment for Descartes came in 1637 when he published his first original work called “The discourse on Method”. It’s believed that “The discourse on Method” work by Descartes created the foundation for what is today known as analytic geometry that is based on the idea of coordinates (Kang P. 633). All the findings of Descartes were later summarized as the cartesian coordinate by Leibniz. During this time, Descartes had one child, a daughter named Francine who was born in 1635 (Kang P. 633). His wife Helen was working as a maid in the home where Descartes was staying. Even though Descartes wanted her daughter to be educated in France, the daughter died in 1640 when she was only five (Kang P. 633). 
Before the death of his daughter, Descartes had started doing “Meditations on First Philosophy” which is by far his most famous work. To make sure that his work is widely accepted, Descartes with the help of his friend Mersenne lobbied for appreciation from Antoine Arnauld and Thomas Hobbes who were considered the most educated people by then (Kang P. 633).  However, both Arnauld and Thomas would object to the theories put forward by Descartes in his work. To defend himself, Descartes responded to the objection made against his work in 1640 and as a result, he was able to publish his work in 1641 (Seifert and Rebecca P. 171). 
Generally, Descartes is considered the father of modern philosophy because of various reasons. First, Descartes is accredited with the rejection of Aristotelianism that was widely accepted in Europe. Unlike the idea forwarded by Aristotelianism, Descartes believed that the major fundamentals of philosophy are the analysis of human consciousness and the dominance of individuals (Schuster P. 87). Also, unlike other philosophers, Descartes believed that its only trough reason that the problems of philosophy can be resolved.
Major objections to his work
The major objections to Descartes's work were brought by scholars from the universities of Leiden and Utrecht. Most of the scholars argued that they did not understand why Descartes opposed many Christians and the thesis by Aristotle. Also, the church attacked Descartes by labeling him as an atheist while the Dutch people accused him of heresy. However, when the French ambassador stepped in, the controversy died down. 


Later life and death
Many people in the Netherlands were impressed by Descartes’s work. That is why in 1646, Queen Christina invited Descartes to teach her philosophy in Stockholm. Descartes would later die from pneumonia in 1650. 
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