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Birtherism means being a foreigner in your own country. It is a situation where a person is always made to prove that he or she is worthy of breathing the air that he is breathing in his own country. A person has to always get the approval of white men, which can be taken away at any time. In birtherism, no matter what a person has achieved, worked so hard or complied with the country's laws and demands, the person is considered a suspect until proven innocent. The innocence has to be proved over and over, in place after place, and in all situations. 
Despite the Barack Obama birth certificate release, many Americans continued to express skepticism about his place of birth. Republicans and conservatives were having been the main opposers of the belief that Obama is not American. Research from social sciences shows that most people are prone to cling to beliefs that are verifiable. In American society, numerous beliefs have gained popularity because, in a way, they have political relevance. One of the recent and prevalent beliefs that have penetrated American society is the concern about Obama's place of birth. Despite spending four years in the white house, a significant number of Americans continued to believe that he was not born in the United States. What was the conscious motivation of the belief? 
Gentille et al., 34, points out that the approval of Obama's birther conspiracy was motivated by the mismatch between Obama and some of the Americans in terms of self-identification or attitudes towards African-Americans. Politics is a game that is filled with conspiracy theories, misinformation, and rumours. Pham, 79, points out that at least 50 percent of Americans are subscribed to some sort of conspiracy theory. To such populations, the belief in the conspiracy is consistent and persistent even before the presentation of contradictory information—the propensity to adhere to such beliefs cuts across political traits, demographic traits, and nationalities. Hughey, 9, points out that one factor that makes people believe in conspiracy theories is individuals' beliefs in other conspiracy theories. If a person is used to hold the truth in conspiracy theories, then that person is prone to adopting any kind of conspiracy theory that comes through. Such an idea explains why there is still a large number of Americans that still subscribe to the idea that Obama is not an American citizen. 
Similar sets of beliefs sustain political conspiracies. This is in accordance with President Obama's birther rumour. The birther conspiracy is closely associated with attitudes that target a member that belongs to the group in which the rumour or the conspiracy targets. In particular, the birther rumour is most adopted by white Americans who have negative attitudes towards African-Americans. Republicans and conservatives especially, have a more negative attitude towards African-Americans than any other group. President Obama was vulnerable to the spread of 'fake news' and false information, mainly because of his background and history. In his term as the president of the United States, there was extensive news coverage about his place of birth and region. Even despite investigative reports ascertaining the validity of his Hawaiian birthplaces, false rumours still made their way in radio and various websites. Numerous surveys indicate that birther conspiracy was ingrained in most of the minds of a wide number of American populations. The survey published by (Crawford etal., 17) indicated that 91 percent of Americans were conversant with the rumour that Obama is a Muslim. Only a smaller majority of 55 percent had been exposed to the counter information that such rumours were false. Of the entire population that was surveyed, 22 percent were convinced that the rumours were true. Similarly, in the same survey, 59 percent of the population surveyed believed that Obama was a non-American. Only 30 percent of the same population refuted the rumour. 
Motivated reasoning is a factor that is attributed to the figures of people that support birther conspiracy.  Grimes, 31, points out that individuals tend to endorse and support incorrect information when they are motivated. More so, according to cognitive dissonance, people are more likely to embrace the information that aligns with existing schemata and more prone to rejecting contradictory information. Cognitive dissonance entails the state of experience, inconsistent beliefs, thoughts, and attitudes that relate to attitude change and behavioural decisions. The beliefs, thoughts, and attitudes are usually conflicting; thus, they make a person experience some sort of mental discomfort. 
The discomfort leads to alteration of the beliefs, attitudes, and thoughts to the seeming information, which is true so that a person can restore balance or reduce the extent of discomfort. People subscribe to believing in pre-existing beliefs and attitudes that correspond to existent beliefs to avoid inconsistent beliefs.
            For instance, the people who disapprove of President Obama are prone to be motivated to embrace the information that makes Obama appear illegitimate. The particular information would serve to validate their disapproval and therefore validate their opinions. The disapproval tends to arise from political disagreement or negative perceptions about president Obama. This explains why Republicans and conservatives opposed and disapproved of Obama. They did so purely because of political reasons such as opposing his policies and having a different outlook towards his stance on some issues. In this thought, the attitudes aimed towards the president might originate from conservative or liberal self-identification or partisanship. Such disproval makes individuals be prone to negate information that relates to the president. On the contrary, individuals who hold comprehensive liberal ideologies and political orientations are more likely to approve of Obama and refute false claims about his citizenship. There is a greater chance of Conservatives and Republicans to embrace birther beliefs than it is for liberals and democrats. The other thing is that people's disapproval or approval of Obama will mediate the relations that connect partnership with birther ideologies and beliefs (Hugher, 21-25). 
           The other thing that motivated the spread of the conspiracy is anti-black sentiments. White Americans who disliked black people were prone to dislike President Obama. Attitudes towards African- Americans could have encouraged dislike towards Obama and his presidency. Similarly, as it is the case for the political ideology, people that opposed Obama because of his race were prone to information that invalidated the legitimacy of his presidency. Contrary, people with positive attitudes towards African-Americans were allegedly more opposed to the claims of birtherism. Anti-black sentiments are closely related to Negrophobia. Negrophobia is characterized by extreme aversion, fear, and hatred towards people of Black descent. It is usually caused by factors such as racism and traumatic circumstance and events. As we know, phobias are lethal. The fear of African Americans is something that, for a long time, has been spread across the United States. It dates back to the time of slavery. Most of the white Americans were told to fear African Americans on the basis that they were barbaric and uncivilized. Such claims were enforced by the fact they came from Africa. For a long time, Americans have been made to believe that Africa is a dark continent. A continent in which people are glued to the traditions and don't have an intent to evolve. Such ideas have been emphasized by movies and images that portray Africa. In most cases, Africa is known by a significant number of Americans as a place full of hunger and civil wars. There is a good number of films relating to such stories that have won numerous awards in America. Such movies include "Beasts of no Nation" and "Blood Diamonds." Although films serve to mirror society, the named films reinforce a single story that Africa is a place full of nothing but suffering. Given that America is a first world country and one of the most developed countries in the world, white supremacists are in a position to embrace birther conspiracy. More so, Republicans and conservatives are more prone to embrace the birther theory simply because of the fact that Obama's roots can be traced in Africa. Such factor enhanced the birther conspiracy to spread fast among a significant number of African-Americans. 
           The other factor that made the theory to spread is the 9/11 attack—the attack rendered horror, fear, and hatred towards Islam and Muslims in the entire of America. Militants linked with an Islamic extremist group by the name of al Qaeda hijacked four planes and performed one of the deadliest suicide attacks on American soil. The attack claimed 3000 lives of innocent Americans who were going about their business as usual. The memory of the attacks is something that still causes trauma to a good number of Americans, especially those who lost their loved ones in the attack. There have been allegations that link president Obama with Islam. There is a group of people who even claimed that Obama took the oath of office using the Quran instead of the Bible. However, such claims have been strongly disputed, and the truth has been brought to light that he took the oath of officing using his personal Bible. The belief in false claims has been persistent among a significant number of Americans.  Crwforrd, 28 points out that 17 percent of Americans were convinced that Obama was a Muslim. Two-thirds of that population is made up of conservatives and republicans. The claims spread rapidly during the time of campaigns and added weight to the claim that Obama was born in Africa. African is one of the continents in which Islam is mostly practiced. Research shows that 44 percent of Africans do practice Islam. The percentage is equivalent to 446 million people. The number makes African to be a continent with the highest percentage of Muslims. Barack and Hussein are Islamic names. The fact that they are Islamic adds weight to the allegations and claims that Obama was indeed born in Africa, where there is the highest population of Muslims. Such claims contributed significantly to the spread of the birther conspiracy.
           It is hard not to mention that President Trump is one of the people that lately has hugely contributed to the spread of birtherism on Obama. It is clear that President Trump is a Republican, and he was championing the slogan "Make America Great Again." The whole of Trump's campaign was birtherism. President Trump was spreading the ideology with the intent of expressing allegiance to the exotic American identity. That is, he was championing to take American back to the era where white cultural and political hegemony was at no particular instance threatened by African-Americans, immigrants, and people of a different faith. The slogan "Make America Great Again" can be attributed to one of the major factors that made President Trump become the 45th president of America. On "The View," he once stated that "why doesn't he produce his birth certificate" (ABC, 2011, 5:45). That statement was openly directed to President Obama. He was often doing that to undermine the achievements that Obama had accomplished to increase his familiarity among the Republicans and the conservatives. Different presidents have used the Slogan "Make America Great Again" before. Such presidents included Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton, and Barry Goldwater. However, in Trump's cases, there have been allegations that he used the slogan with the intent of "Making America to Hate Again." Such notions are supported by how he openly expressed racist remarks on a journalist. More so, they are supposed by some of his bad utterances, like which he called African countries "Shithole countries." He was saying that in the push that America should curtail immigrants from African countries and focus on accommodating immigrants from developed countries. Such remarks have significantly contributed to the spread of birtherism, especially towards Obama.
           In conclusion, birtherism is a situation where a person is always made to prove that he or she is worthy of breathing the air that he is breathing in his own country. A person has to always get the approval of white men, which can be taken away at any time. The victim of birtherism is considered a suspect until proven innocent. President Obama is one of the major victims of birtherism. The factors that contributed to the spread of the notion are motivated reasoning, anti-black sentiments, the 9/11 attack, and President Trump.
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