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The Birthmark
There is frequent use of symbols in Birthmark by Nathaniel Hawthorne. The title "The Birthmark" is one of the symbols which is frequently used in the story. The birthmark on Georgiana's cheek is among forms the center of the story. The birthmark, which is small, pink, and shape like a hand, is interpreted in different ways throughout the story. The removal of the birthmark leads to Georgiana’s death. 
The birthmark has different meanings in the story. From Aylmer’s perception, the birthmark is a representation of moral degeneracy ingrained in Georgiana’s skin and heart. He sees it as a representation of a flaw beyond her physical self.  The birthmark also represents human imperfection and mortality. The birthmark in Aylmer’s almost perfect wife shows the impossibility of being perfect in a world with lots of flawed humans. for this reason, Georgiana dies when the birthmark disappears as she becomes too perfect for the human world. The birthmark is used in the whole story to represent nature’s biggest flaw to all creations which is death. The birthmark connects the almost perfect Georgiana to the naturally flawed world. Aylmer’s anxiety as he tries to remove the birthmark shows his fear of mortality as he understands that his wife would not be any better when dead. 
The birthmark is also an allusion to the story of Christ in the Bible. Just as Christ is represented as a lamb without a spot that dies for the sins of humankind in 1 Peter 1:19, Georgiana also becomes a perfect sacrifice for Aylmer's desire for perfection. She dies as soon as the birthmark disappears from her cheek rendering her without blemish at the time she dies.
Plants 
Plants also appear as a symbol in the story on different occasions. On one occasion, Aylmer takes Georgiana to a flower that can grow and flower as she watches. As the plant flowers, he asks her to pick a flower from it and smell it before it dies. However, the entire plant dies as she attempts to pick a flower from it. Aylmer also tries an experiment by pouring a liquid over a deceased plant and asks Georgiana to drink it. The discoloration of the dead plant is removed it removes the birthmark from Georgiana’s cheek. 
Plants are a major representation of nature in the story. Although Aylmer finds a flower that can grow and flower in his eyes, the plant does not last long enough for anyone to enjoy its beauty. This shows that even with the perfection Aylmer seeks for his wife, it cannot last forever in this world. the death of the plant as Georgiana tries to pick a flower from it is used to foreshadow Georgiana’s death. Just as Georgiana’s death, the plant dies from Aylmer’s influence in his attempts to seek perfection. Aylmer seems to handle the creations in nature in a faulty way. This faulty control over the products of nature shows how disastrous his attempts to change his wife’s nature would turn out to be. 
All the symbols in the story provide a better understanding of the whole story. The birthmark symbol on Georgina’s cheek and the death of plants are a constant reminder of nature and its flaws. The symbols also allow the ready of the story to draw different interpretations on the nature of the world where only imperfection thrives. Georgiana from the story dies as soon as Aylmer thinks she has become perfect. If he had embraced her imperfection she would have been with her for a much longer time. 
