Surname 1

[bookmark: _GoBack]Name
Tutor
Course
Date
Letter after the Battle of Breitenfeld
To my dear family in Stockholm, I trust that this letter finds you well. I write you this letter in the hope that it shall explain the significance of the battle we have recently won over the Imperial forces at Breitenfeld. When I left Stockholm last year, I was in no doubt that the fight ahead of us was a very important battle. After a difficult period spent in crossing the Baltic Sea led by our brave King Gustavus Adolphus, it became clear to me that the fight ahead of us would change the world. Writing to you on this the 20th day of September in the year of our Lord 1631, I inform you that the religious freedom of the world has been won by our forces. 
The battle loomed closer as our commanders John George, Johan Baner and Gustav Horn led our advance against the imperial army. Under our majesty King Gustavus, our army marched south to meet the advancing army of the Imperialists led by Jean T’serclaes, Graf von Tilly. He was aided by Graf von Furstenberg, Gottfried Heinrich (Pappenheim), and Dietrich Ottmar von Erwitte. The enemy had a larger army than we had, despite the excellent effort by King Gustavus to create an alliance with France, protestant Germany states and the Electorate of Saxony. Our commanders roused us and kept us motivated with the odds seemingly against us. We understood that we were going to be fighting for more than just our lives, we would be fighting for all the people of the world who wanted to have freedom of belief. I was also fighting for you, my dear family, because I knew that in defeat there would be no happy life for you and any person in Sweden. It was the time for Sweden to arise as a powerful force that changed the world for good. I was thankful to the Lord, the all-knowing protector, that I would play a role in this memorable occasion. 
The 17th day of September of this unforgettable year 1631 was when the battle began. It was the middle of a rather hot day that we came into contact with the enemy. The sight of all those men, said to be over 40,000 to our 30,000, would be enough to make many men turn heel and consider the cowardly option of fleeing the battlefield. But alas, we are Swedes and descendants of the bravest warriors known to man. Our spirit was not dimmed by the size of the enemy and this fearlessness spread throughout the ranks and into the hearts of our allies. In the first encounter of the day, our Swedish musketeers created an early advantage for us by handing the Imperial cavalry a big blow. We crushed the enemy cavalry on both wings and this enabled our Swedish cavalry to have freedom of movement and attack. Our wing was ordered to retreat for a short while to await further developments. The wing to our complete left became more aggressive and attacked the Imperial infantry. Their pike men were said to be among the best in the world and that they could crush any army. However, they were no match for our infantry as we matched their strength and formations. 
The focus of the battle then turned to strategic battles as both sides began to experience exhaustion from the fighting. Our commanders led by King Gustavus, Horn and Baner ordered our artillery to become more active. As I write to this day, I remain healthy and of sound mind due to the protection of our Lord and the tactics by King Gustavus. Recent and past battles in the known world have used similar formations and strategies for engagement in battle but in this battle, our commanders introduced a new tactic that is ultimately responsible for our success against Graf von Tilly and the Imperial army. Rather than lining up in a densely-packed infantry, we lined up in a mixed force of light and heavy infantry. Our forces were more mobile than the enemy as their battalions were dense but very slow to move forward or adapt to the situations of the battlefield. The push of pike was a method of war that had been used for centuries by many armies of the known world. In this battle, we were able to gain victory using mobility and firepower. I am honored that I was able to engage in this battle and use these new battle tactics against the enemy. I am of the hope that you as my precious family, read this letter and find pride in how I represented your honor on the field of battle. 
The impact of the tactics used by our commanders was clear to both our forces and the enemy. Led by Furstenberg, the enemy attempted to destroy our left flank using their dense formation. They exposed our left flank and caused our soldiers to retreat or face complete destruction under the weight of the Imperial army. The situation looked bleak and it seemed that the enemy was heading towards a victory. Their leader, Graf von Tilly, followed up the advance by Furstenberg with one of his own as he wanted to completely finish off our left flank. We were facing overwhelming defeat but King Gustavus came to our rescue with another strategy made possible by the new battle tactics. Our mobile formation allowed the right flank to move across the battlefield with coordination by the cavalry and musketeers. King Gustavus shifted the second line led by General Horn and this allowed our right flank to cover more ground as they moved to support the suffering left flank. This quick movement would not be achieved if we used formations similar to the one used by the enemy because the dense infantry made it difficult to move swiftly. We were able to capture their artillery and open fire against them from multiple sides. It allowed us to have control of the fighting as the enemy was not able to defend their lines or carry out any further attacks on our left flank. Victory was within our reach and we continued to engage the enemy until they fled the field in the evening. 
Our people in Sweden have been under threat from the Imperialists, who want to enforce Catholicism on us and other people of across the known world. As I write this letter to you, I can confidently tell you that the Imperial army now suffers from a stronger opposition to their unreasonable ways. We captured over 6,000 prisoners and killed about 7,500 of their men. In addition to these losses, we have provided hope for people of Europe and the world that they can stand up against forced religious beliefs. I write this letter to you with my deepest love and I pray that we shall be together again soon. Until then, keep me in your thoughts.

Yours Truly, 

Andreas Larsson.
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