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4 / The Struggle for Black Equality

Constitution its own beliefs in the inferiority of blacks, the late-
nineteenth-century high court tightened every possible shackle
confining the ex-slaves. Most American scholars cheered this
legal counterrevolution which effectively nullified the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Amendments. It exemplified their teachings of
inherent and irremediable racial differences, and of the folly of
governmental tampering with local folkways. Whether appeal-

ing to scriptural or scientific evidence, to Darwinism, the gospel -
L

———— . R S ey . ol
of Anglo-Saxonisim; or the new interest in eugenics, a generation

of clergymen, editors, and educators propounded the intellectual

- o e ey s B
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rationalizations for white supremacy.
T o T ——
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Not surprisingly, most white Americans at the beginning of
the twentieth century believed that, for the good of all, the
naturally superior whites should rule over the baser races. They
heard or read little to the contrary. The Southern Way had
become the American Way. Even the most humanitarian re-
formers concerned with racial injustice counseled gradualism
rather than immediacy. Northern liberals preached the necessity
oT deferring citizenship for blacks until the freedmen were ready
for it; they emphasized the long-term gains to be derived from
education, religion, and economic uplift and denigrated strate-
gies predicated on agitation, force, or political activity.

This total acquiescence by government officials and Northern
public opinion gave the white South all the permission it needed
to institutionalize its white-supremacist beliefs. First came dis-
enfranchisement, accomplished in the 1880s mainly through
fraud and force. All the Southern states felt emboldened in the
next two decades to follow the lead of the 1890 Mississippi state
constitutional convention in officially adopting such disen-
franchising techniques as poll taxes, “grandfather clauses,”
literacy and “good character” tests, and white primaries. Black
voter registration plummeted 96 percent in Louisiana between
1896 and 1900. The number of Afro-Americans permitted to
vote in the new century hovered around 3,500 in Alabama,
which had an adult black population of nearly 300,000; and in

5 / Up from Slavery

Mississippi, with an even larger black population fewer than
a thousand blacks voted.

' Eﬁmm@w bore on every aspect of Afro-American
life. Unable to participate in the enactment or enforcement of
the ~.3<, Southern blacks became increasingly vulnera _0,8
328; assault and murder. Over a thousand were lynched be-
TWeen 1900 and 1915. No records exist to tally the number
beaten or tortured. Nor can one describe adequately the terror
.om living with a constant fear of barbarity and violence, of hav-
ing your security subject to the whim of those who despise you
of having no recourse to police or courts. .

The Southern states, in addition, adopted a host of statutes
methodically outlawing everything “interracial.” These new
segregation laws expressed the white South’s all-encompassing
belief in the inequality of blacks. Most Southern states now
formally required Negroes and whites to be born separately in
.mnmaammﬁa hospitals; to live their lives as separately as possible
In segregated schools, public accommodations, and places of
work and recreation; and, presumably, to dwell in the next life
mow”&,mnmq in segregated funeral homes and cemeteries. The
rapid ?.ozmnnmaoa of Jim Crow laws inspired an irrational
nwEmnmcou among Southern Fm,mm.lﬂm.mm to erect ever more and
higher barriers between the races. “White” and “Colored” signs
sprouted everywhere and on everything. Atlanta mandated Jim
Crow Bibles in its courtrooms. Alabama forbade Negroes to
play checkers with whites. New Orleans segregated its prosti-
::nm.. and Oklahoma, its telephone booths. The lawmakers of
Florida and North Carolina saw to it that white students would
never touch textbooks used by blacks. Such edicts, branding
blacks with an indelible mark of inferiority, could not but de-
mean the spirit of Afro-Americans.

.uwB Crow, furthermore, easily led to gross inequities in the
distribution of public monies for educatio civic services.

The o~m<m= Southern states in Gum.mwoﬁ an average of $10.32
per white public-school student, and only $2.89 per black pupil.
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8 | The Struggle for Black Equality

tutional the grandfather clause and city ordinances mandating
residential segregation, the association’s goals remained an im-
possible dream during its first quarter of a century. It could not
destroy the edifice of discrimination, lessen the Q.Bﬁé&lc\..
mgsgupﬁmz@gb?uoﬁgniﬁumgomé:m/mr/nm-
toization of hlaeks. Because of continuing white indifference and
black impotency, the NAACP could do nothing to affect the
racial policies of Southern governments or to compel the neces-
sary corrective actions by the national government.

Indeed, no black leader or organization or strategy could

stem the tide of discrimination and segregation in the first third
of the twentieth century. Powerlessness fostered frustrations.
Defeat bred disillusionment. Blacks in the 1920s squabbled

e ———

among themselves more than they assailed their oppressors.
—— . e

Certain harbingers of change nonetheless appeared. Most
stemmed from the mass migration of blacks to the cities and to
the North. Between 191 and-i920—the—“Great Migration”
brought more than half a million blacks northward, and an-
other three-quarters of a million blacks fled from the boll weevil
and the lynch mob in the 1920s. Many who followed the North

Star looking for the Promised Land found hell instead: educa-

tional and-residential segregation, dilapidated housing milked by
white slumlords, di \nmﬁwammba.b%xﬁvogwmm and-employers,

brutality by white_policemen, and liquor and narcotics the only

A

eans of escape. Yet, for most, the Northern urban ghetto
‘meant surcease from permanent tenantry, poverty, disease, and
ignorance, and the Em%%a mainstream of the industrial
labor force. 540

" Northern Negroes, unlike their Southern brethren, could also
Vote. In 1928, for the first time in the century, an Afro-Ameri-
can was elected to Congress. Other blacks won local offices in
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, New York City, and Philadelphia,
and Negro votes in those cities became a factor in determining
election results. Politically, the Negro slowly began to command
attention. The bonds of hopelessness of the rigid caste system

9 / Up from Slavery

of the Black Belt less and less characterized all of black
America.
Hope sprouted also from the seeds of spiritual emancipation

planted by the literary y_movement of the 1920s that Afro-

Americans labeled the-Harlem Renaissance, the Black Renais-

St ————

sance, and the New Negro Movement. Whether celebrating the

racial chauvinism of blacks, the identification of Afro-Ameri-
cans with Africa, or decrying lynchings and discrimination,
Negro poets and novelists sought to free themselves from white
symbols and images and to write in their own idiom. By focus-
ing white America’s attention on blacks, by awakening the pride

pAM STl L

of Afro-Americans in their race and folk traditions, and by mili-

o

tant_protests and demands for civil rights, the New Negro
articulated the consciousness of the possibility of change brought
about by migration.

So did the Hm\vl.?mw Led by W. E. B. Du Bois, the brilliant
black editor of its monthly journal, The Crisis, the NAACP
publicized the hostility of organized labor to blacks, railed
against disenfranchisement, and demanded that Congress enact
an anti-lynching bill. Despite repeated rebuffs, the NAACP
kept aloft the banners of racial equality, and gradually gained
adherents among blacks and whites in the cities of the North.
Most important, its tactic of complaining loudly and insistently
at each manifestation of racism slowly eroded the myth that
Southern whites and black accommodators had forged: that
_u%\mmulm@m:r even happy, with the status quo; that they
did not consider the rights and duties of citizenship vital to
black interests; and that they preferred the separation of the
races to association with whites. '

And so did Marcus Garvey's movement for racial pride and

self-determination. Despite his Universal. Negro Improvement

Association’s labeling of Du Bois and the NAACP as worse ene-
mies of the Afro-American than the Ku Klux Klan and its
denunciation of all programs promoting interracialism as plots

against blacks, Garvey convinced millions of blacks to believe
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12 / The Struggle for Black Equality

gaining employment in defense plants and another two hundred
thousand entering the federal civil service. By 1945, black mem-
bership in labor unions had doubled to 1,250,000.

Still other barriers crumbled during the war. The army_inte-

grated its officer-training program and the marines and navy

i ——— i

ot o Lol —— .
e oo el

opened their ranks to blacks for a variety of duties other than
messmen. Liberals repeatedly emphasized that the practices of
white supremacy impeded the war effort and brought into dis-
repute the stated war aims of the United States. And over seven
hundred thousand blacks pulled up stakes in the South to find
a new home outside Dixie. By the end of the war, blacks had

e e

— p

gained enough from Eoﬂmuwmummoz in jobs and income, from

e oo ————

service in the armed forces, and from the massive urbanization

of the black population to be able to launch an aggressive as-

sault on racist practices.

But they did not. In part, the_Second World War stifled
black protest. While discrimination in defense M&W_Mwamﬁ and
in the armed services had stimulated militancy early in the war,
the prolonged involvement of the United States in what it viewed
as a war for survival dampened that militancy. Winning the war
as speedily as possible with the least possible loss of American
lives overrode all other concerns. Few took kindly to anything
that threatened that goal, such as a war against racism at home.
e nation demanded unity not division, consensus not con-
flict. Accordingly, few black leaders after 1942 flirted with any
tactic or strategy that might remotely be considered to harm
the war effort, and the belligerence of blacks dramatically de-
creased. The race riots in 1943, particularly in Detroit and
Harlem, further frightened the black leadership, causing it to
concentrate on reducing black assertive behavior of mWM,.me.
“Good Conduct™ campaigns and the control of Ttacial rumors
took precedence over actively combatting segregation and dis-
crimination. A poll by the Pittsburgh Courier in the midst of the
war showed 71 percent of Afro-Americans opposed to a March

on Washington to protest discrimination, a sharp turn from the

13 / Up from Slavery

mood of 1941. So did the fact that every major civil-rights

Spokesman and Negro newspaper denounced A. Philip Ran-

@ogv,.mlm,oabm \m&m\moﬁ;ﬁﬁ_/mmmoco&a:no against Jim Crow
schools and railroads, and that CORE's efforts to involve large
numbers of blacks in militant direct action came to naught.
Thus, while the war brought revolutionary changes in Ameri-
can life that would eventually make possible a successful black
campaign for racial justice, in the short run it hampered the
growth of mass black protest.

Also in part, the very steps taken toward racial justice after
a half a century of deteriorating race relations beguiled civil-
rights leaders. They chose, in the words of a popular song of the
day, “to accentuate the positive, eliminate the negative:” With
pride they ballyhooed the increasing number of “Negro firsts,”
listing the advances made by individual blacks and the race.
Their loud cheers for Jackie Robinson’s crossing the color line
and his quick rise to star status in major-league baseball
drowned out their quiet grumbling at the black Brooklyn
Dodger not being allowed to stay in the same hotels as his
A&:a teammates and at the overwhelming extent of segrega-
tion remaining throughout professional and amateur sports.
They made far more of the awards and honors accorded Dr.
Julian Perry, the renowned black scientist, than of the news of

Lt sttty

firecbombing of his home by whites who would not accept the
presence of a black scientist in their neighborhood. Indeed,
while Afro-American spokesmen confidently counted on the
benefits to be derived from the migration of blacks northward,
the white trek to the suburbs of the North became an exodus.
At the close of the 1950s, whites outnumbered blacks in the
suburbs by a ratio of more than thirty-five to one. A new
color line, just as effective as the old, still kept the United
States two nations—separate and unequal.

The Negro press, similarly, went to great lengths to publicize
the jump in the number of blacks registered to vote in the South,

. s G,

from 250,000 in 1940 to over a million in 1950, but downplayed
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16 / The Struggle for Black Equality

which had blocked all hope for a federal effort to mcmnmino.

blacks either civil rights or'economic opportunity.

The new prominence of the United States as.a world power
further presaged black advancement. During World War I,
millions of Americans became aware for the first time of the
(danger of racism to national security. Japan focused on the
United States’ racist treatment of nonwhites as the core of its
propaganda campaign to win the loyalty of the colored peoples
of China, India, and Latin America. Each lynching, race riot,
and manifestation of Jim Crow during the war was publicized by
the Axis as_proof crisy—of President—Franklin
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms. The costs of racism went even
higher during the Cold-War. The Soviet Union continuously
undercut American appeals to thet nations of Africa and Asia
by highlighting the ill treatment of blacks in the United States.
Rarely in the first two decades after the Second World War did
a plea for civil rights before the Supreme Court, on the floor of
Congress, or emanating from the White House, fail to emphasize
the point that white racism adversely affected our relations with
the rest of the world. The rapid growth of indeperrdefice move-
ments among the world’s colored peoples had special signifi-
cance for Afro-Americans. They proved the feasibility of change
and the vulnerability of white supremacy, while at the same time
aiding Afro-Americans to see themselves as members of a world

éam%na than as a hopelessly outnumbered American
minority.
The decline in_intellectual respectability of racist ideas also

bbb’

convinced blacks that the winds of change blew their way. The
gxcesses of Nazism and the Eno of Eﬂm@mﬂ. com-
bined with internal developments in various academic disci-
plines to discredit the pseudo-scientific rationalizations once
popularly accepted as the basis for white supremacy. Books
and essays attacking racial injustice and inequality, epitomized
by Gunnar Myrdal’s An American Dilemma, dominated dis-

course on the subject. Racial egalitarianism became a major
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theme in the nation’s media and educational systems. And every
public-opinion poll and attitude survey after the start of World
War II underlined white America’s increasing recognition of
the harm done to blacks by racism.

These fundamental transpositions made it easy to believe
that continued progress éoc_gggz
more legal action or political pressure would suffice to usher in
a new era in race relations. The demise of Jim Crow would
necessitate neither struggle nor sacrifice, neither radical strate-
gies nor disruptive tactics. This faith, obviating the need for
mass black direct action, also reflected the conservative. Ameri-

can mood after World War II. After more than a decade of
mm/_&m,l.m.mﬂama:m change, and exhausting battles against the
Great Depression and the Axis, the vast majority wanted sur-

cease. Most Americans yearned for stability. They desired
harmony. Few had any tolerance for ﬂm«mam@nm.mnw proposals, in

civil rights or i i ici
: g anything n_mw. Fewer looked kindly on any policies
likely to promote domestic conflict.
anm&ma, mOreover, played on the mwmmw\w?o
American fear of Communism to discredit the civil-rights cause.

S SR s SO R

?gﬁmm@,ﬁ%ﬁ agitation against Jim Crow sowed
dissension among the American people, the primary Communist
objective in the emerging Cold War. The leading spokesmen of
the South constantly pointed to Communist support of the civil-
rights movement. Segregationists missed no opportunity tolink
the black struggle with ‘Communist ideology and subversion..In
the heyday of red-baiting after World War II, these tactics
worked. Most civil-rights groups avoided direct action. Their
._.Mmgw opted for a conservative posture to avoid even a hint
of radicalism. When a small interracial band of pacifists and
socialists from the Congress of Racial Equality and the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation journeyed throughout the upper South to
test compliance of a Supreme Court ruling against segregation in
interstate travel, the WEGtREEnbnim. and
other civil-rights organizations shunned the 1947 Journey of

B SR 2
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fagade. The high court struck down Jim Crow on railway dining
.cars | in the South; it ruled that if a state chose not to establish an
equal and separate m/&mwnm for blacks, then it could not segregate
blacks within the white school; and, lastly, the tribunal so
emphasized the importance of “intangible factors” in determin-
ing the equality of separate schools that separate-but-equal no
longer seemed possible. Although the Supreme Court held that
it was not necessary to reexamine Plessy to grant relief to the
three black plaintiffs, the 1950 decisions made the end of segre-
gated schooling for students at all levels a near-certainty.

In 1951, Marshall began to coordinate a_series of lawsuits
charging segregated education with being discriminatory per se,
even if the facilities were equal. In Clarendon County, South
Carolina, the NAACP sued in the name of several black school-
children, and in Prince Edward County, Virginia, they repre-
sented black high-school students. In New Castle County, Dela-
ware, and in the District of Columbia, Marshall filed suits on
behalf of both elementary and high-school black students. And
in Topeka, Kansas, the NAACP argued the case of Oliver
MH,@%, who sought to enjoin enforcement of a state law that
permitted cities to maintain segregated schools, which forced his
eight-year-old daughter, Linda, to travel a mile by bus to reach
a black school even though she lived only three blocks from an
all-white elementary school. On December 9, 1952, the Supreme
Court heard oral argument on all five cases, combined and
docketed under the name of the petitioner listed first—Oliver
Brown. Unexpectedly, the NAACP was aided by the Truman
administration, which, in its last days, filed a brief as a friend of
the Court arguing against the constitutionality of segregation.

The Supreme Court initially divided on the question of over-
turning Plessy. After several months of discussion, two justices
changed their mind, creating a slim majority in favor of the
NAACP’s contention. Now the question became whether the
justices in the minority could be likewise persuaded. To that

single day in 1950 which demolished the eparate-but-equal
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end, the Court voted for a reargument. It asked the litigants to
prepare answers to questions pertaining to the intentions of the
framers of the Fourteenth Amendment, the power of the Court
to abolish segregation in the schools, and, if the tribunal did
have such a right and chose to exercise it, whether the Supreme
Court could permit gradual desegregation or did it have to
03.9. an instant end to segregation. While the lawyers revised
their briefs, Chief Justice Fred Vinson died suddenly in the
summer of 1953. The new President, Dwight D. Eisenhower
appointed California Governor Earl Warren to fill the <mnm=ﬁ.
post. Vinson had sought to avoid ruling on Plessy, and in all
Eno.gooﬁ two other justices would have voted SMS him, re-
sulting in either a further postponement on the oosmn:::gw:@
of school segregation or a seriously split decision.

m.o=o§=m the reargument, which began on December 7 and
lasted for three days, the nation waited for what most commen-
tators predicted would be a historic decision. But for half a year
the Court remained silent on this most celebrated case. Behind
&o.moa. doors, the Eowﬁ._.nm and cmnw.a:m:m continued. A clear
majority of the justices wanted to void segregation in the
schools and to reverse Plessy. Two justices held out, and War-
ren kept postponing the decision, hoping he could gain their
ooa.ﬂo::.oano. Above all, the Chief Justice wanted the Court’s
n.ESm to be unanimous, Anything less on a social issue so sensi-
tive, on a political question so explosive, would destroy the
chance for full compliance by Southern whites. So, patiently,
Warren beseeched and compromised. Finally, early in May, the
two ﬁ.:mmo:anm gave the Chief Justice their assent. He had won
unanimity.

By Monday, May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court ruling on
.mnro.g segregation had been so overdue that many forgot its
mminence. The morning’s newspapers gave no hint that a de-
Cision would be announced. Most journalists in Washington
mwao_.:mﬁa on the consequences of a French loss of Dien Bien
Phu in Vietnam, on the outcome of the Army-McCarthy hear-
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24 / The Struggle for Black Equality

ward the demise of Jim Crow, it stepped backward. Its imple-
mentation decision on the Brown ruling rejected the NAACP’s
plea to order instant and total school desegregation. The jus-
tices, instead, adopted the “go slow” approach advocated by

the Justice Department and by the attorneys general of the
Southern states. The Court assigned the responsibility for draw-
ing up plans for desegregation to local school authorities and
left it to local federal judges to determine the pace of desegre-
gation, requiring only that a :mnonﬂ and reasonable start to-
ward full compliance” be made and that desegregation proceed
“with all deliberate speed.” Acknowledging the potential for

difficulties, moreover, the_Supreme Court refused to set a dead-

(::owsa mznromNmmrmm@Mm I@M:bmmnmmmnv\. Huongmmnﬂman,
the Supréme Court had vindicated a constitutional right and
then deferred its exercise.

However much the Warren Court foresaw the seemingly end-
less round of further litigation, procrastination, and obstruction
this invited, circumstances dictated the decision for gradualism.
It was the price of c:msmBmQ in Brown v. Board of Education,
the compromise needed to keep two justices from dissenting.
Warren deeply believed that a divided Court on so sensitive an

issue “would have been catastrophic,” that onily a unanimous
desegregation decision stood a chance of public support.

- e ———— e, 225
4 e .

He accepted gradualism to allay the fears of those justices
who worried that the Court’s inability to enforce a momentous
ruling would discredit the entire judicial process. The compro-
mise also reflected the unpopularity of Brown in the South.
Public-opinion polls showed more than 80 percent of white
Southerners opposed to school desegregation, and the Supreme
Court hoped to head off resistance to the law of the land by
permitting the change to be slow and piecemeal. To order im-
mediate school desegregation, the Court reckoned, would force
most Southern politicians to take up the cudgels of defiance to
federal authority, an action only a tiny minority had taken to
date. Desperately, the Justices sought to contain the rebellion,

25 / Up from Slavery

since they could not even count on the other branches of the
federal government.

No help would come from the White House. The President
of the United States, Dwight D. Eisenhower, declined to join the
battle against segregation. He r used to endorse or support the
Brown ruling. Covetous of the votes of white Southerners and
wedded to a restrictive view of Presidential authority, Eisen-
hower repeatedly stated Emmxgﬁul@bhnmgo:rom “appro-

cwacm. =o~.&mmm_wmw&mx_:0mw3€=<.wgi of Education. He
Tumped' together those who demanded compliance with the
.OoEA decision and those who obstructed it, publicly denounc-
ing “extremists on both sides.” Expressive of his conservatism
the President remarked often: “I don't believe you can n:mcmm
S.n hearts of men with laws or decisions.” To one of his aides
Eisenhower emphasized: “I am convinced that the m:wamam
Court decision set back progress in the South at least fifteen
years. . . . It’s all very well to talk about school integration—if
you remember you may also be talking about social disintegra-
tion. Feelings are deep on this. . . . And the fellow who tries to
tell me that you can do these things by force is just plain nuts.”
Eisenhower preferred change as a result of education, rather
than coercion. But he would not educate. The President rejected
all pleas that he tour the South seeking compliance, or call a
conference of Southern moderates, or appeal on television to the
:mmo.: for understanding. He simply did not favor school deseg-
regation, much as he had never approved desegregation of the
armed forces. Eisenhower regretted he had ever appointed Earl
c(\.m:na to the Supreme Court, calling it “the biggest damfool
mistake I ever made.” And the titular head of the Democratic
Party, Adlai Stevenson, barely differed on this issue from his
OOw rival. Stevenson asked that the white South be “given
time and patience,” rejected the idea of using federal troops to
enforce court-ordered desegregation, and opposed all proposals
that would bar federal aid to schools maintaining segregation.
To be sure, no danger existed in the mid-fifties that Congress
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classes; still more amended compulsory-attendance laws, so
that no child could be required to enroll in an integrated school,
and provided for state payments of private-academy tuition, so
that districts could abolish their public-school system rather than

desegregate.
Of all the legislative tactics of massive resistance, none

proved more successful than the mﬁ%ﬁ. Theo-
retically, it guaranteed each child “freedom of choice” in the
selection of a school. Local authorities could not consider race
in assigning pupils to particular .mmwﬁmﬁm\unuhwcjﬂm&w could accept
or - feject transfer applications on such Q?&E
law, “the psychological qualification of the pupil,” “the me;vm:o-
logical \mg: pupil of attendance at a particular
schoal,” and “the morals, conduct, health and_personal stand-
ards of the pupil.” Invariably, school boards assigned black and
white children to different schools. In_1958, moreover, the Su-

preme Court upheld the constitutionality of the pu il-placement

e ——

H.,m,szm. which were nondiscriminatory at face value but which

actually maintained school systems as rigidly segregated as those
which the justices had struck down four years earlier.
To frustrate blacks further, most of the Southern states also

wmmmon_aomu.:_dmﬁ _._o==am=a\rm\~w§Ehmv iEnrrwa
almost singlehandedly carried the campaign for school deseg-
regation. Various laws required the NAACP to make public its
membership lists, made membership a cause for dismissal of
public-school teachers and state employees, charged the associa-
tion with committing “barratry” (the persistent instigation of
lawsuits), and made it a crime for organizations to cause trouble
by attacking local segregation ordinances. In_time, the Supreme
Court struck down all the anti-NAACP laws, but for several

years _the association was forced to divert energ and

¥ o B SR e
falent_away from the desegregation battle to the fight for. its

.own survival.
T —————————
Not content with legal measures of obstruction, hostile segre-

gationists preached violent resistance. Virulent rabble-rousers,

—
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often with the approval of the South’s most respected spokes-
men, stirred up the region’s rural and low-income whites to
attack blacks insisting on their constitutional rights. The Ku
Klux Klan revived. Zealots across the South organized new
klaverns, donned their white hoods and robes, and burned
crosses to terrorize blacks. Too respectable to join the low-
status KKK, tens of thousands of middle-class whites rushed to
mzaozgggcmﬁ_m. They wore no masks but
proved just as determined as the Klan to defy Brown and en-
mono.o racial orthodoxy, by intimidation if possible and by insur-
rection if necessary. Together, the KKK, the Councils, and a
host of .gﬁ committees brought riots msm,So_oE
demonstrations to the South at the start of the school year each
September.

Their lawless behavior, often directed at young children, out-
raged millions of Americans who did not live Eg,%.
Z.om.: Northerners cared little about school desegregation in
Dixie and considered the NAACP too militant. Nevertheless
E.mw were shocked at the news headlines of schools being 3:5..
B:m-co.av& and the televised scenes of hate-filled white mobs
rampaging to preserve segregation. Time and again in the decade
mdmma. such nm@ mﬁnn@mﬁispﬁa discredit the cause.of-the
white South and force a majority of otherwise unconcerned citi-
zens 10 demand that the federal government act to preserve
o«amn and enforce the law of the land. It happened first in
Little Rock.

A Zo.é South city, Little Rock appeared an unlikely battle-
ground in the fight over school desegregation. It had a racially
moderate mayor, congressman, and newspaper, and a governor
Joﬁ known to be a race-baiter. Several other Arkansas communi-
ties .E& peacefully begun to desegregate, as had the state uni-
versity, and, after a bit of stalling, Little Rock’s school board
mn.onaom to a federal court order to admit nine blacks to Central
High, a school with some two thousand white students, as the
first step toward integration. A model of gradualism and def-
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While white students sang “Two, four, six, eight, we ain’t gonna
integrate,” the growing mob chanted “Niggers, keep away from
our school. Go back to the jungle.” Over and over the crowd
reassured itself: “The niggers won’t get in.” Suddenly someone
roared: “They’'ve gone in!” “Oh, my God!” a woman cried.
“The niggers are inside!” “They’re in!” others screamed.
“They’re in!” “The niggers are in our school.” Barely con-
strained by the local police, hysterical whites surged toward the
school. Some began a new chant: “Come on out! Come on out!”
Groups-of-white students exited from Central Emmr to shouts of
approval, stimulating louder importuning, and more white stu-
dents left the school. The mayor, fearful of violence, ordered the
nine blacks withdrawn. P
fqﬂggaoi Eisenhower appeared on television to
denounce the “disgraceful occurrence” at Little Rock. Aware
that Southern extremism had become worldwide news, he issued
a proclamation directing those who had obstructed federal law
“to cease and desist.” But an_even larger mob milled about
Central High the next morning and school board officials
dreaded inflaming the howling protesters by forcing the entry of
the nine blacks. Eisenhower responded by federalizing the Ar-
kansas National Guard and &m@mﬂoE:mEn/m troops of
the 101st Airborne Division to Little Rock. The next moring,
with fixed bayonets, the paratroopers dispersed the crowd and
led the black students into Central High School. Armed troops
remained in the school for two months, escorting the nine blacks
to_their classes. Then the President replaced the aratroopers
with federalized Arkansas who continued to_patrol
Central High for the rest of the year.

- Southern extremism had forcéd Eisenhower’s hand. Not to
have acted, he ruefully told a Southern senator, would have
been “tantamount to acquiescence in anarchy and the dissolu-
tion of the union.” As a last resort he dispatched federal troops
to uphold national supremacy, defend Presidential authority,
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and enforce the law of the land. In so doing, Eisenhower be-
came the first President since Reconstruction to use armed
troops in support of Negro rights. However unwittingly, the
President’s actions raised the expectations of blacks that the
federal government would finally protect their civil rights, and
dashe 0 egregationists that court orders could be
obstructed through violence.

Also in 1957, Congress enacted civil-rights legislation for the
first time ‘since Reconstruction. This further bolstered black
aspirations and eroded the confidence of white supremacists that
they could indefinitely thwart all measures to aid the struggle
for black equality. More a symbolic milestone than an act to end
black disenfranchisement, Republican and Democratic strate-
gists fashioned a voting-rights bj designed to secure their own
political aims rather than to increase black registration. Never-
theless, after eighty-two years of inaction, caused by apathy,
opposition to Negro rights, and unwillingness to overcome
Southern resistance, both houses of Congress formally declared
illegal the disenfranchisement of Afro-Americ S. :
Attorney General Herbert Brownell began early in 1956 to
press President Eisenhower to propose a civil-rights bill.
Whether or not Congress passed it, Brownell argued, such a
proposal would highlight the North—South split in the Demo-
cratic Party and bolster the image of the party of Lincoln with
Northern black voters. A former chairman of the Republican
National Committee, Brownell attributed Thomas Dewey’s de-
feat in 1948 to the candidate’s poor showing in black districts.
The Attorney General knew that, in 1956, blacks constituted
about 5 percent of the voters in fourteen states which held
261 electoral votes; he calculated that they held a balance of
power in seven states that cast 197 electoral ballots, as well as
in some sixty congressional districts. Brownell also sensed the
widespread dissatisfaction with the Democrats among blacks,
who blamed the party of Byrd and Eastland for the massive re-
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authorized the courts to appoint federal referees to safeguard

votingrights and made it a federal offénse to obstruct court

.gﬁ means. Too weak to have any real impact on
Southern voting, the measure still signified the growing strength
of the civil-rights alliance and the diminished power of the white
South to thwart Congress from joining the executive an Judicial
branches in their first steps toward a “second Reconstruction.”

All these initial, halting, partial moves by the federal govern-
ment to assist the cause of black equality resulted in intensifying
the struggle. They produced among blacks both soaring expec-
tations that Jim Crow could soon be eliminated from American
life and a growing rage toward all temporizing. Cumulatively
they generated a determination that segregation and discrimina-
tion, however wrong and unconstitutional, would cease only

When blacks themselves acte massively and milit

antly enough
,}/\"j{
to guarantee that end.

By enacting civil-rights legislation for the first time since
1875, Congress did much to legitimatize black aspirations for
first-class nENngm. The termination of a Southern filibuster
after 125 hours in 1960 encouraged blacks to believe that racial
Justice could be attained within the constitutional framework.
The two voting-rights acts inspired Afro-Americans to attempt
to register and to insist on other rights. But the patent weakness
.of the measures convinced them that they still did not have ef-
fective political ot be

ower and that their white allies could not be
depended on. Legislation, moreover, needed to be implemented
to produce real change, and neither the Justice Department nor
the federal judges in the South evinced much enthusiasm to
utilize the two laws to promote the prospects for black voting.
In the 1960 elections, less than one in four eligible blacks could
vote in the South. Disappointed, Afro-Americans also ques-
tioned the legislative tactics of the NAACP, which placed a
premium on neither provoking the black masses nor embittering
the white majority, and the preference of Roy Wilkins for a
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quiet, diplomatic campaign rather than “the kind that picks a
fight with the sheriff and gets somebody’s head beaten.”

~The crisis at Little Rock m_.Bzma_w engendered black - faith
and frustration, However belated, Eisenhower’s decisive use of

preme Court convened a

- Special session in 1958 to deal with Little Rock and ruled that

the threat of white violence could not justify a refusal to deseg-
-regate. “The constitutional rights of respondents,” the Court
-declared, “are not to be sacrificed or yielded to violence and
disorder. . . . Law and order are not here to be preserved by
depriving the Negro children of their constitutional rights.” But
the Supreme Court could not transform its lofty aims into
reality; most Northern whites ost interest after the crisis sub-

sided; and President Bisenhower-refased-ever-apaty-to o orce
! the school-desegregation decision. In addition, The—whites-of
 Little Rock replaced moderate Congressman Brooks Hays with
- a militant segregationist and opted to close down all the public
 high schools rather than accept token integration. It would take
two years and another federal-court edict to reopen them, and

by 1964 still o black children out of a total Afro-Ameri-

can registration of n ents would be at-

nding deseprepated schools in Little Rock, Arkansas whites,
meanwhile, swept Faubus back into the statehouse by a landslide
and kept reelecting him until he retired in 1967. Stung by such

- events, the leader of the desegregation struggle in Little Rock

expressed the new mood of bitter determination seeping
throughout black America: “We've got to decide whether it’s
going to be this generation or never.”

More than anything else, however, Brown v, Board of Educa-
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an.,vnoamuouno of CORE and SNCC, and especially King,
in the anti-war movement further eroded the legitimacy of the
black struggle in the eyes of most whites. >ﬁéx<|<rm= an
‘overwhelming majority of Americans considered opposition to
the government’s Vietnam policy to be disloyal, King moawdana
i\ﬁmﬁl‘ The Tong night of war must be stopped.” His call for
a negotiated Indochina settlement infuriated President .,_ordwwn
and lost SCL e support of influential and wealthy white
E.‘ Moderates in the movement stipulated to E.m .n at
civil rights remain divorced from foreign policy, and the n:.Em:,”H
backed down, assured by the White House of the war’s immi-
nent end. But the promised peace did not come. .

Early in 1966, Johnson admitted: “Because of Vietnam, we
cannot do all that we should, or all that we would like to do.”
Drastic cuts in the domestic budget followed. The war against
mu\mvﬂonn% and the government’s efforts to achieve Bomm.: equality
ground to a halt. CORE angrily insisted that the United States

withdraw its forces from Indochina. Declaring its sympathy
?on in this country who are unwilling to respond to
a military draft,” SNCC officially resolved: .Hm!EmBnmn ate
being murdered because the United Stafes is pursuing an aggres-
sive policy in violation of international law.” Six SNCC staffers
in Atlanta then invaded an induction center, provoking parallel
anti-war maneuvers by militant, educated young blacks through-
out the country, who chanted: “Hell, no! We won'’t go!” > :oﬂ.o
of black youth, Muhammad Ali, capsulated their mmosszom.. 5.
his adamant refusal to serve in a “white man’s war.” Z_Ec
Giovanni delineated their anger in her poetry: “We kill in
Vietnam/for them/We kill for UN & NATO & SEATO & UsS/
And everywhere for all alphabet but BLACK.”

King broke his silence. He knew it would be nmwrn._. .@owc_mn
nor politic. But to say nothing about the heinous killing and
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destruction in Vietnam made a mockery of his life’s work to
teach love and nonviolence. King also believed his leadership
could channel constructively the inchoate anti-war protests of

*young militants. The SCL.C head deemed the war and racial

W T ST -
injustice “inextricably bound together.” Blacks could no longer

‘concern themselves with just civil rights. “It is very nice to
drink milk at an unsegregated lunch counter—but not when
there is strontium 90 in it.” As King sought to forge an inter-
racial alliance of the poor and oppressed, moreover, he in-
creasingly considered the unjust, immoral war ten thousand
miles away to be robbing the nation of the resources necessary
to create new jobs and to eradicate the slums. “The bombs in
Vietnam explode at home,” the black minister preached. :..H.rm%
destroy the hopes and possibilities of a decent America.” De-
spite great pressure from the White House, King kept reiterating
that the United States spent $500,000 to kill each enemy soldier
but only $35 a year to assist each American in poverty. “The
promises of the Great Society,” he intoned, “have been shot
down on the battlefield of Vietnam.”

Disregarding the consequences, King made opposition to the
war his top priority in 1967. While his lieutenants conspicuotsly
Organized anti-war demonstrations, King assumed the leader-
ship of the unprecedented Spring Mobilization Against the War,
completely burning his bridges to the Administration, to the
Oo\um_‘omm. and to most of his erstwhile allies. Rustin, Wilkins,
and Young loudly disagreed with his denunciation of the Utited

States as “the greatest purveyor of violence in the world today.”

- Senator Edward Brooke, Ralph Bunche, and Jackie Robinson

openly lambasted King for urging Americans to become con-
scientious objectors. The media repeatedly descri King’s
criticism of the war as destructive to his people and his cause,
and Lyndon Johnson did all he could covertly to destroy the

ister’s - Deserted by the liberals for going too far
in his remonstrance, derided by the more vitriolic radicals for

not-going far enough, King lost power and status. The intensifi-

—<
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222 / The Struggle for Black Equality

organized struggle was moribund. Ralph Abernathy’s effort to
continue the Poor People’s March on Washington proved a
fiasco. The nation barely noticed the passing mule train, or the
erected shantytown called Resurrection City, which rapidly
sank in the mire of its own disunity and criminality. The arrest
of the SCLC leaders and the brutal dispersement of the poor
n:.,ovana in Emw.rmmmﬁoz aroused no significant howls of protest.
King’s crusade already appeared to be a relic of a bygone era.

White backlash ruled the roost. The fiery riots had rational-
ized expressions of hostility toward blacks. The prominence of
movement leaders in anti-war activities, associated by many
with the counterculture and student rebellions, had reinforced
old prejudices and justified new antagonisms. The anti-white
connotations of Black P d cooled the ardor of white
liberals Tor the struggle. And the movement’s work in the North
had fired the anxiety of the white working class that racial
equality would come at the expense of the safety of its neighbor-
hoods and schools, the security of its jobs and homes. Northern
politicians adapted to the white urge to end racial reform with
alacrity. In OmEo::m Ronald Reagan came to power in 1966
on the strength o chb.bﬁbn@nm%&un rioters o .!ﬁhmzm
Tn Boston, the adamant refusal of Louise Day Hicks to correct
racial imbalance in the schools made her the most potent new
political force in that city in 1967. “Law and order” :Qm»
tough with blacks” candidates triumphed in almost every city

,am«nudd\% a riot, and even in some that had not

“sufféred racial ::.Bo__

mo‘o%gnaﬁﬁéq
refused to seat

m%%ﬁ«irmrSr:.wmz_bih&:mna&%ﬁ.,_E-
?::mroa for, and defeated a minor appropriation for the con-

{rol of rats in the slums, laughingly deriding it as a “civil-rats
bill.” Following King’s mmmmmm_:w:ou in wmw Congress did
enact civil-rights legislation— many

-

ongressman Adam Clayton Powell, J 4

r

‘three_white votes.
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as an act of atonement for his murder. It sought to quiet the
cries of angry blacks by outlawing racial discrimination in the
sale and rental of housing. But the measure appeased, éven
pl , the white majority by making incitement to riot a serious
federal offense. Still other manifestations of the backIash ir-
cluded the landslide defeats of referenda for civilian boards to
review police actions, the deluge of support for teachers’ strikes
against black community control of schools, and the emergence
of huge white mobs jeering, “Nigger, nigger, nigger!” and stoning
black protesters in the North.

The Presidential election of 1968 further substantiated the
shift in'momentum to the opponents of racial equality. Appeal-
ing to those weary of protest, Richard Nixon rode the backlash
into_the White House. He campaigned against open housing
and busing for racial _um_mson He promised 16§ eral efforts
at school integration and to appoint only conservative _cm:onm
to the federal courts. Nixon particularly solicited the Support of
traditional Democratic VOters disgruntled with the excesses of
the black struggle. Many responded to the appeal. The Demo-
cratic nominee, Hubert Humphrey, long associated in the public
mind with the civil-rights ovement, won just one out of every

class that deserted
Humphrey largely rallied to the banner of George Wallace,
whose American Independent Party made the fear and resent-
ment of blacks the central thrust of its campaign. “On Novem-
ber 5,” Wallace had predicted, “they’re going to find out there
are a lot of rednecks in this country.” He was right. Despite
all the difficulties of mounting an independent run for the
Presidency, Wallace amassed 9.9 million votes, just under 14
percent of the turnout. The anti-black crusader polled almost
as many votes in the North as he did in the South in this best

..“, w 9 showing of a third-party candidate since 1924.

Immediately after entering the White House, President Nixon
began wooing the Wallace constituency to insure his reelection
ir1972. He deliberately pursued a “Southern strategy,” con-
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226 / The Struggle for Black Equality

and Ford. But, like his immediate predecessors, the President
never sought to e _perpetuation of racial inequality a
central concern of Americans, and he proved as ready to beef

“up defense spending and balafice the budget at the expense of
movo&.?%ggaﬁdnﬂ%ga

care for the poor as epublicans had been.

Om% not expend his moral or political capital in the
national debates raging over affirmative action and busing; and
he selected as head of the Civil Rights Division of the Justice
Department a man who hoped publicly that in the fight against
segregation “the courts would not overreach.” Blacks, moreover,
became the chief victims of Carter’s unsuccessful battles against

inflation and recession. His economic failures resulted in the
highest black jobless rate in over a decade, a deterioration of
Tife for the black poor, and a weakening of the tenuous hold on
middle-class status that a slim majority of blacks had recently

\achieved. “It is easy to see why many have concluded,
Bond commented, that “we voted for a man who knew the words
to our hymns, but not the numbers on our paychecks.”

Blacks faced a sorry choice in the Emo?

Jimmy Carter asked for their support on the basis of his many

istration to alleviating the economic plight of depresse lacks
or to pressing for an end to residential or school segregation.
The Independent candidacy of John Anderson barely acknowl-
edged the afflictions of Afro-Americans. And the Wnﬁ:goms
nominee, their old nemesis Ronald Reagan, made clear his
continued opposition to busing to achieve racial integration in
the schools, to affirmative action, and to the varied government
programs designed to aid the poor and the unemployed. The
vast majority of blacks voted UaBon%énn
nu ith Tess unani . But more than
two_out of every three white voters opted for the GOP alterna-_
tive. Again, blacks faced a new Administration hostile to_the

needs of millions of the jobless and the impoverished, and 2
eI
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threat to the hopes of millions of middle-class blacks who looked
to the White House for assistance in their quest for full inclu-
sion in the American mainstream.

Nor could blacks look confidently to the Supreme Court any
longer. ,;n Court had boldly declared in 1969 that every Schoot
district was obligated to end dual school systems “at once” and
“iow and hereafter” to operate only unitary desegregated
schools. It followed that with a decision in 1971 which granted
broad authority to the district courts to order the desegregation
of school systems by busing if necessary. But then the Nixon
appointees to the high court signaled a halt, abandoning the
familiar yellow school bus as a vehicle of racial reform. Because
the suburbs had not themselves caused Detroit’s segregation,
the Court stated in 1974, that they need not be part of the
solution. A five-to-four majority held that the equal-protection
clause required racial busing only within school districts and
:oE busing. The Supreme Court then further re-
stricted busing in cases involving Pasadena in 1976, Dayton in
1977, and Atlanta in 1980. Despite the near universality of
racial apartheid in the housing patterns of metropolitan Amer-
ica, with the consequence that more than a majority of black
stude tes—attended-schools-at least-go—per-
nosn black, the Supreme Court rejected busing as the means for
infegrating the schools and offered no alternative procedure for
achieving desegregation, further depressing the hopes that Brown
had initially raised.

An even more crushing blow to black expectations came

from Eo Efﬁgﬁ?@gﬁotngm\:

or_racial minorijties

3

Attracting sixty-one amicus curiae briefs, more than had ever
before been submitted in the history of the Court, the issue of
preferential, or compensatory, or affirmative action split_the
Supreme Court down the middle and-resulted jn_a_muddle of
m_x different opinions totaling 154 pages. The single clear point
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counterparts to establish affirmative-action programs in muni-
cipal agencies and to enforce a less biased, less brutal, law-_
enforcement system. The slightly over one thousand blacks who

served on city councils and in the state legislatures in 1980 had
a similarly incremental yet important effect on policies and

priorities. - 3
At the national level, blacks held eighteen seats in Congress
in the Jate 1970s. They had held none between 1901 and 19238,
only one in the following fifteen years, and just two between
the end of the Second World War and Brown. In 1970, the.
congressional black caucus was established. Augmenting its
~presenice were scores of blacks in sub-Cabinet-level leadership
positions and in highly visible offices filled by the President. By

the end of the decade, Carter had appointed twa hlack Cabinet

officers, two black ambassadors to the UN, a half dozen black
ambassadors to Toreign countries, a black Solicitor General, a

black-Secretary of the Army, a host of black United States
attorneys and United States marshals, and numerous black jus-
tices to the federal district courts and the United Stafes courts

ofappeals.

~You don’t have to demonstrate when you can pick up a
phone and call someone,” claimed Andrew Young. Yet politics
has not proved a panacea, It has not changed the basic in-
.wm% between blacks and whites, Excessive black loyalty
fo one political party has been fatal. The Democrats take black
vote granted and do not adequately reward them. Yet,
given the steady rightward drift of the Republicans, few_blacks
conceive the GOP to be a viable alternative. Blacks, moreover,
remain on the fringe of national politics. Despite impressive
gains, blacks than-one_percent of the nation’s half
a million elective offices in 1980, and just Hrnom\m\nwmmwmﬁ\ogna\
in the South, where they const t of pula-

tion. Over half the hundre ies-in-the South with majority

black populations still had no elected black officials. Whites in

L s

231 / The Dream Deferred

wogn used all manner of subtle disenfranchising devices
olitical strength.
acks i articipated in politics more infrequently
Em.,: whites. Some explained this as a consequence of poverty;
the poor, regardless of color, vote less than the middle and :wwmn.
o_mmwaw. Others thought it was due to black alienation from the
political system. Still others considered it a _nm.mow of past ex-
o_:&o:. when blacks became conditioned not to vote or join
political organizations. Whatever the reasons, blacks in the
1970s engaged in less political activity than whites. Just one
half of the 14 million blacks who could have voted bothered to

et e

register in 1972. Two years later, only a third of those eligible

voted in the congressional elections. Barely 42 percent of voting-
age blacks went to the polls in 1976, n.onmnoa.”o a national
turnout of 55 percent of eligible voters, and even fewer sought
to .oxonommn their franchise in 198o. Most_important, black
politics has not provided jobs for the _.oEm.mm, mmomcmﬂm housing

and health care for the poor, or quality infegrated schooling.

In Greene County, Alabama, where blacks control the enfire’

political structure, the average black family income is about

- $2,500. ercent of black homes in rural Alabama have

no indoor flush Ho\mar Despite a black mayor and a phalanx of
Emow.. officials, Newark in 1980 remains as spiritually _and
physically dilapidated as it was in 1967. Although the c_}mm_mm in
South Carolina constitute a mcmnom.mm the population—and are
well represented politically—over half are in the most menial
and ._oénm?wmﬁsm jobs, and fewer than 5 percent are in man-
agerial or professional positions. Atlanta and Detroit, with its

official posts heavily black, have few jobs for their black youth

and the highest unemployment rate for adult blacks in the —

More black students attended segregated schools in 1980 than

at the time of Brown. Only in the South has there been some
Pprogress. The passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
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234 / The Struggle for Black Equality

Philadelphia, St. Louis, and Washington, D.C., fulfilling the
prophesy, and not heeding the warning, of the National Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders in 1968: “Our nation is moving
toward two societies, one black, one white—separate and un-
equal.”

Two unequal societies u_mo m%&ownm within the black cities:
a black middle class struggling to move upward or to maintain
a femuous grip on their precarious new status, and a sinking,

permanent black underclass mired in poverty and despair. Those

who justified a diminution of public and private efforts to end
racial inequality overemphasized the extent of progress made
by the black middle class and obscured the magnitude of the
predicament of those left behind. They trumpeted the news of
the absolute gains in the number of jobs for blacks, of the de-
cline of the percentage of black families below the poverty
line, and of the narrowing of the income gap between black and
white workers, especially female wage earners. They made much
of the proliferation of blacks in well-paying positions and in
occupations never before open to them.

A far different picture, and a more accurate gauge of black
economic progress, emerges from the statistics on median family
income. In 1954, black families earned approximately 53 per-
cent of what white families did. It gradually inched up to 60
percent in 1969, then to 62 percent in 1975. But it plummeted
to 57 percent in 1979. Blacks had gained four percentage vo_am
in a quarter of a century. At that rate, racial equality in family
income would come in 250 years. Median income in 1979 stood
at $9,242 for black families and $16
“Utideterred by this dismal prognosis, critics of plans for pro-
grams by the federal government to correct the imbalance ,
argued_the need fo f IBDV%S«I&TE%%%&&
averages anomalies based on age, geography, and sex, They.
preferred to_stress—the—faet-that—stable black Tamilies in the

‘North _earned incomes nearly equal to those of whites. That was

r-white_families.....

T S R i 7, P

235 / The Dream Deferred

true. But such families constituted a minority of black mmﬁu\..m:om.
ind a dwindling minority at that.

—BTacks did earn Iess in the South, both absolutely and relative
to whites, than in the North. In 19775, when the national median
inicome for all black families was $8,779, 62 percent of that for
whites, the same amount in the South was $7,696, 59 percent
of that earned by Southern white families. But half the blacks
in the country lived in the South in 1980, and that percentage
is not slackening. “Freedomland” lost its luster in the 1970s,
and for the first time in the twentieth century blacks reversed the
pattern of migration from South to North. The Northern_states
axwonanona a net loss of 64,000 blacks between 1970 and 1975,
1d . Similarly, the black work-
E.m population is proportionately younger than the ér:mrmcu

, popu a2on

younger worke urther depress-
ing the overall median earning of blacks; and there is little :_8-
lihood of that trend changing in the near future. In 1970, Em
median age for white Americans was twenty-eight years and
21.2 for blacks, and the greater fertili ~blacks in the
seventies ?.oa_mom a still greater a_monos:m_ Add to that the
ing
age than whites, and the proba-
bility of blacks :m:os_:m z.a income gap dims wwwnoo_mv_w

ies affected
the relative economic decline of blacks more than any other
factor. While the proportion of white families with more. than
one wage earner rose steadily in the seventies, the proportion of
E&BB 57 percent in 1969 to 46
percent in 1979. While the proportion of white families headed
by a woman has “hovered at about 10 percent since 1965, thes
ooaﬁﬂud._mnﬁ%mowm ?Bﬁm\ from Eﬁwﬁ
year to 34 percent in 1974, 37 vnnona in I
in-1980. devastating_hal
lived below the poverty line in 1978, compared to fewer than 4
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