CURRENT ETHICAL ISSUES


Section 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct word (5 Marks)

Choose the correct word to complete the statements:

slave        needs           person        character        dogmatic         wisdom       absolute            tradition          hedonic          wit          empathic        eudaimonia           prejudice
       tradition       absolute          autonomy




1) The ancient Greek philosophers referred to Ethics as practical wisdom. 

2)  For Aristotle, happiness experienced at the end of a life of virtue was called eudaimonia. 
3) An empathetic scholar is one who is able to hear and then state an opponent’s best argument. 

4) Letting someone else do your ethical thinking for you is like being a slave to their ideas.
5) A person who is unable to hear and comprehend another’s viewpoint in an ethical dilemma is being dogmatic.

6) Tolerance, while of moral import, is not an ethical character.
7) The golden mean with regard to humour and amusement is wit.
8) The guiding ethical principle of autonomy is central to ensuring informed consent.
9) Jeremy Bentham’s absolute calculus tried to scientifically measure pleasure
10) John Stewart Mills advised us to follow the lessons of tradition to find the utilitarian principle of the greatest good for the greatest number.
Section 2: Multiple Choice Questions (5 Marks)

Circle the correct response in the following questions:

1) Ethics, as a branch of philosophy:

a) is concerned only about the public interest


b) puts the ‘self’ in the context of the wider community


c) is opposed to the ‘self’


d) is largely a theoretical disciple 

2) The maxims (or rules) of Kant’s categorical imperatives include the following:


a) treating others as an end in themselves is morally necessary


b) using others for the greater good can sometimes be morally acceptable


c) to be moral, any action must not necessarily follow a universal law  


d) a and c.

3) For Aristotle, the golden mean between stinginess and extravagance is:


a) humility


b) wittiness



c) extravagance 

d) generosity

4) A negative outcome that can result in a society that embraces cultural relativism is:


a) being dogmatic

b) tolerating intolerance



c) cultivating prejudice


d) embracing diversity
5) An important strength of utilitarianism is:


a) its focus on universal laws 


b) its transcendence of anthropocentric approaches in ethics


c) its anti-democratic approach in moral decision-making


d) its emphasis on minority rights

Section 3: Short Answer Questions: (10marks)
Answer two (2) questions below :  50-100 words/question)

1) Define moral courage. What are the three elements of moral courage? Give an example of moral courage and identify these three elements in your example.
Moral courage refers to brave behavior that involves taking action on moral reasons despite their risky consequences. The three elements of moral courage include dangers, principles and daring. An example of moral courage is helping somebody push his or her car out of mud. The danger gets shown through pushing a car because it can get spoilt. Principle gets shown through helping the driver to push his or her car out of mud. Daring get shown through pushing the car come out of the mud that is considered a bad place. 
 2) Define cultural relativism. Identify and briefly explain two strengths and two weakness of cultural 
relativism. 
Cultural relativism refers to the idea of that a person’s belief should get understood based on that persons own culture. The advantages include promotion of cooperation and create equality in society. People get judged according to their understanding of their cultural values creating cooperation and equality. Its disadvantages include creation of personal bias and chaos amongst people. Everybody’s opinions are right and this leads to creation of confusion on right and wrong acts. 
3) What is the relationship between ethics and the law?  Provide an example of an ethical response that challenges/ed the law. Explain why this challenge is morally
important.
4) We have discussed how reasoning and critical thinking is central to ethics. Discuss two (2) ways in which our reasoning can be flawed or problematic from an ethical perspective.
Section 4: Consider this:  (10 marks)                                                                                                Read the following ethical scenarios and respond to one…consider what the ethical theorists would say in your chosen ethical scenario. Be sure to explain/back up your answers with specific principles aligned with the theories of each ethical philosopher.

What would Immanuel Kant, Jeremy Bentham/John Stuart Mill and Aristotle say in the following ethical scenario?
a) Gloria does not feel very confident about taking tests; the stress is often too much for her.  She is in the middle of writing an important math test. She has studied hard and understands all of the necessary ideas; she has even tutored some of her fellow students. However, she finds herself stuck on a question worth a lot of marks, and she notices that a boy she tutored, who happens to be sitting in front of her, has answered the question. The teacher watching over the test turns away, and Gloria considers cheating. After all, she understands the content, has taught the person she would be copying from, she just can't take tests. If she fails the test, she feels her life would be negatively affected. She might have to take a summer course-- or worse, she might not get into her chosen university. She also feels her parents would really be upset with her if she did not get a good mark. The teacher is still turned away, completely oblivious to what is going on. 
What would Immanuel Kant, Jeremy Bentham/John Stuart Mill and Aristotle say to Gloria? (Remember back up your response with maxims (rules) from each theorist’s perspectives). 

According to Immanuel Kant, the rightness or wrongness of actions depend on whether they fulfill our duty. So Gloria engaging in cheating is not wrong so long as she passes the exams to make her qualify for university level. Jeremy Bentham theory of utilitarianism considers an action wrong if it produces unhappiness and right if it creates happiness. The actions of Gloria to cheat is right if she doesn’t get caught and pass her exams. John Stuart Mill maintains that so long as the actions promote happiness it’s okay. Gloria can indulge in exam cheating and ensure her main goal gets achieved. Aristotle developed a moral system of reasoning that would make Gloria feel bad about cheating. Exam cheating gets considered wrong by Aristotle who wants people to always perform right actions at all times. 
b) At the age of 16, Amy, daughter of Abe and Mary Smith, was diagnosed with a severe, life-threatening illness. Only a bone marrow transplant could save her life. Unfortunately, none of her family members were a match and a widespread search for other possible donors did not reveal a suitable candidate. Abe and Mary then decided to conceive another child in the hopes of finding a suitable donor to save Amy’s life. Mary eventually became pregnant (after Abe reversed his vasectomy) and their newborn, Samuel, was a suitable donor.  When Samuel was 14 months old, his bone marrow was successfully used in a transplant, and saved Amy’s life. 

What would Immanuel Kant, Jeremy Bentham/John Stuart Mill and Aristotle say about the Smith family? (Remember back up your response with maxims (rules) from each theorist’s perspectives). 
