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Water Crisis in Neskantaga First Nation
The Canadian Broadcasting Channel (CBC) shows that almost 73% of water systems of the First Nations are at higher risks of contamination forcing people to boil their water, as they experience a shortage of clean water daily (Wright, 2017). Neskantaga First Nation is a remote nation found in the Northern place of the Canadian province of Ontario. The community is located along the shore of Attawapiskat Lake in the Kenora district. It has a population of over 250 sub-tribes. Most of the indigenous communities in Canada have been living at high risk of drinking contaminated water leading to poor living standards. The Neskantaga community has been displaced after an oily substance was identified in the water reservoir, causing the shutdown of the plant and leaving people without water (Ross, 2019). Contamination of water from oil linkage has led to health problems. The community has constantly reported waterborne diseases such as typhoid and bilharzia. 
In the early 1990s, a water filtration system was constructed in the community. On testing, the system was found to be malfunctioning. The government officially imposed the boil-water advisory in 1995. For over 20 years, the community has not been accessing clean water for drinking. The oil spillage contains hydrocarbons (a compound made up of hydrogen and carbons only). The carbon is estimated to be 80% as Hydrogen is 12%. On analysis, Wesley, a community member confirmed that oil also has dissolved sulfur (5%), oxygen (1%) and nitrogen (2%), which, to some extent, are hazardous for human health. Oil pollution comes from oil spills from large tankers and discharged into water. Some of the oil polluting water within the Neskentaga community is coming from natural sources such as the bottom of the sedimentary rocks. Wesley noted that the Neskantaga community has been under a boil water advisory for 25 years, acting as the oldest community in Canada not having running water. In 2016, the government came up with plans to help the community have clean water. It set aside $ 8 billion to fix and maintain the constructed plant, to use a new method of treatment. But the project failed due to the installation, construction and design issues causing the obstacles to have clean water. The community migrated to other areas during the outbreak of Covid-19 due to a lack of clean water. The government is trying to reconstruct the project and ensure the community has access to clean water. It came up with the SCADA system but Wesley reported that it is a slow system as it could not balance the process and chemicals involved in the new methods of treating water. 
Canada is one of the countries across the globe that can lead to achieving water sustainability. Unfortunately, the country is falling short of realizing the goals set by the United Nations Global Sustainability. The country has not reached universal access to reliability and portability of water supply (Rosen, 2017). While the country is committed to eliminating drinking water advisories in First Nations such as Neskentaga communities, the community is not well served by good treatment of water systems. For instance., during the outbreak of the Coviud-19, the community had to be moved to other areas. As the country is undergoing a second wave of the virus, the community is expected back. Moonias, the chief, reports that "despite the community going back, there are still no water treatment systems for the community. The government is doing practical with them.”
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