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For 700 years, the British had exerted their rule on the Irish people.  One of the prolific figures in Ireland's liberation was Patrick Henry Pearce (1879-3rd May 1916). Born in Dublin, Patrick was a writer, poet, teacher, barrister, nationalist, republican political activist. In 1908, Patrick founded the St. Edna’s school in Dublin. Here, he instilled a zeal in his students to join their teachers defending Ireland and fighting for its independence.  On 25th November 1913, Pearce rallied people to oppose the British Home rule. On the Easter of 1916, Patrick was one of the liberators who led over 2000 people to seize public buildings in Dublin. After capturing the GPO, Patrick read the proclamation reclaiming the foundation of the Irish Republic.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the heart of the eastern rising was a zeal to declare the Irish people's right to own land and guarantee their religious and civil liberty. Liberators also wanted equal rights and opportunities accorded to all. They also wanted to have the joy and development of the whole nation and cherish all the country's children without disparity.
In response to this uprising, the British government sent thousands of soldiers to Ireland to quash the rebellion. These soldiers were ruthless and relentless. They killed innocent civilians in the streets and destroyed property. After six days of street gunfire and fighting, the British army, which had greater military power, managed to quash the rebellion. Pearce, seeing that defeat was imminent, surrendered unconditionally.  Patrick, together with fifteen leaders of the uprising, were executed over eight days.
As the British government continued with its retribution, there was a growing international uproar towards the executions, American news outlets shifted their focus to the situation in Ireland. The support for the independence of Ireland also grew exponentially. Locally, leaders elected under the Home rule became vocal on the British's betrayal to the Ireland citizens. The act of executing the eastern uprising leaders impacted the Irish civilians' view on the sacrifice these leaders had made and how heroic they had been. The changed mentality made the fallen leaders gather support locally and internationally. This change of heart boosted the people’s zeal to attain independence from the British government. 
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