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COUN 606 – Behavioral Assessment
Assignment: Profession Compare/Contrast Paper
Objective: Students will produce a 3-page (DO NOT EXCEED 3 pages) comparison/contrast paper on the roles and responsibilities of a school psychologist, school psychometrist, psychometrist (in private practice/community setting) and psychologists (in private practice/community setting).  In the paper, students will examine the history of the school psychometrist and how and why there has become such a need for this position in the school setting. Also, students will examine how the psychometrists’ roles and responsibilities in private practice differ from that of the psychologists’ roles and responsibilities in private practice. Other items to address in paper: What are the limitations of school and community/private practice psychometrists in relation to school and community/private practice psychologists? What are the differences in educational requirements for each position? This assignment is intended to help students become more familiar with psychometric professions and the roles of each profession either in the school setting or private setting (community). 
1.  Assignment must have a cover page (centered). The cover page must include: name, date, course number and title, assignment name, and university.

2. Assignment should be written in Times New Roman, 12-font, double-spaced, style (no spacing). 

3. Student should have 4 headings within paper: Roles and Responsibilities of School Psychologist, Roles and Responsibilities of School Psychometrist, Roles and Responsibilities of Psychologist in Community/Private Practice, and Roles and Responsibilities of Psychometrist in Community/Private Practice.

4. Student should have a minimal of 4 sources. Multiple sources are better. Sources must come from professional journals (NO website articles-points will be deducted). Use JSU library (http://sampson.jsums.edu/screens/OPAC.html ) to find relevant articles. Articles MUST be uploaded to CANVAS with completed assignment.

5. Student MUST use APA guidelines.

6. This assignment is in lieu of the Test 1 and Test 2 assignment listed on the class schedule. Due to COVID-19 and other unforeseen things, it is necessary to provide an optional assignment. This assignment is worth 15 points. Due date is Friday, November 20 @ 11:59 P.M. 

Rubric for Assignment: 
	 
	Poor
.5 pts
	Fair
1 pts
	Good
2 pts
	Excellent
3 pts
	

	Thesis 
Is a purpose for comparison or contrast made clear through either a direct or implied thesis?
	Thesis is not present or is unclear.
	Thesis is present but is too broad for the essay topic.
	Thesis is present and clearly written but not written well enough to be considered excellent.

	Thesis is clear and well-written.
	

	
Connections 
Are the things being compared, contrasted, or developed logically connected to one another?
	The things being compared are not logically connected to one another.
	Some connection between the compared items is shown, but it is not sufficient.
	Connections are present and logical but do not qualify as excellent.
	Connections are logically connected to each other and are presented in a clear and appropriate manner.


	

	Transitions 
Are transitions provided where needed but not overused?
	Transitions are not present or do not effectively direct readers from one example to the next.
	Transitions are present but do not effectively direct readers from one example to the next. They may be basic and/or confusing.
	Transitions are present and direct readers from one example to the next though not to the level of excellent. They may be basic and/or confusing.

	Transitions are present and effectively direct readers from one example to the next. They exhibit sophistication on the part of the writer.
	

	Comparison/Contrast 
Are sufficient examples present and are they appropriate for the paper? Are the points of comparison useful and sufficient, and are they consistently developed?

	Points of comparison are not useful or sufficient, and they are inconsistently developed.
	Some points of comparison are useful and sufficient, and are somewhat developed.
	Most points of comparison are useful and sufficient, and are mostly developed.
	All points of comparison are useful and sufficient and are consistently developed.
	

	Grammar and Mechanics 
Does paper indicate that writer has control of the rules of grammar and mechanics?

	Essay contains many errors, some of which are distracting to the reader.
	Essay contains several errors, most are not distracting to the reader.
	Essay contains a few errors, but they are not distracting to the reader.
	Essay contains one or two errors.
	


Total Points: 15 points
NOTE: Points will be deducted at the instructor’s discretion for instructions not followed in items 1 – 6 above. 
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