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The crime rate of a country is usually influenced by many factors including social and environmental factors. According to research by (Maxwell & Blair (2015), social changes such as transition to an industrial economy from an agricultural economy may affect crime levels in a country either positively or negatively. While the overall crime rate may reduce if there is job creation, the opposite is true if there is massive loss of jobs in the agricultural sector. 
The growth of cities, also known as urbanization, may significantly affect the crime rate. With many young people moving to urban areas, there is stiff competition in the job market resulting in increased levels of unemployment. As a last resort, some of them may resort to crime to take care of themselves and their families back in the village. Another notable social factor affects crime rate in the same way is immigration. It is evident from numerous studies that social instability and poverty in a neighborhood also influences the rate of crime in an area. It has been previously highlighted that criminal behavior is learned from the immediate social environment which includes friends, family, and relatives. 
Equally, environmental factors have also been noted to influence the crime rate of an area. General disorder in a neighbour may consequently trigger antisocial behavior which eventually leads to criminal behavior. Neighborhoods with abandoned vehicles, dilapidated buildings, and a littered environment experience high crime rates (McGuire, 2014). As a result, it is safe to conclude that civil disorder also affects the crime rate of a country. For example, in the wake of George Floyds protests, crime rates in the United States have shot up to an all-time high as demonstrators engage police in running battles. Civil disorder usually creates fear which makes people avoid public spaces. This provides the right conditions for both the disorder and crime to increase.
In my opinion, a national emergency influences crime rate both positively and negatively. A national emergency makes a country to implement policies and measures that make it hard for crime to thrive in the country. On the other hand, they may create the right conditions for crime to increase too. For example, in the wake of Covid-19, most countries have been under lockdown. In some ways, this has reduced crime but at the same time increased crime rates, especially in poor neighborhoods. However, if well managed, a national emergency can significantly reduce levels of crime in a country. 
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