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[bookmark: _GoBack]Crimes Committed by Stacey and Michelle
Murder 
Constitutionally murder is referred to as killing a human being by a sane person with intentions and malice aforethought and with no legal excuse or authority. In the United States of America, the law of murder varies by jurisdiction.  The fight between Steve, Michelle, and Stacey resulted in Steve's death by a direct gunshot in the heart, and this is termed murder. According to the American legal system, murder offenses are classified into; first-degree murder, second-degree murder, and third-degree murder. These vary depending on the mindset of the accused, whether intentional or unintentional, during the act.
First Degree-Murder
First-degree murder is the unlawful killing that is both willful and pre-planned, meaning that it was committed after planning for the victim (Mewett, 1978). Stacey never liked Steve, and his actions towards Michelle show that Stacey never wanted anything to do with Steve and that she might have had bad intentions towards Steve. Due to hatred Stacey could have been planning to get rid of Steve and was waiting for the right time to execute her plans.  Michelle was Stacey's friend and roommate. Stacey never found an opportunity to express her feelings towards Steve until she found Steve stabbing Michelle with the knife, saying," I have had enough of you, Steve.". According to the Model Penal Code, Stacey is considered to have committed first-degree murder (section 210.2. murder).
Second Degree Murder
Second-degree murder refers to intentional killing with malice aforethought but is not premeditated or planned for in advance (Robinson & Dubber, 2007). Stacey could not have intended to kill Steve on that day since she didn't have her gun with her and that she didn't know that Steve was in the house with Michelle. Stacey used to see Steve with Michelle even as she saw Steve's actions towards her roommates, and so providing several unutilized opportunities of murdering Steve.  Stacy uses a deadly weapon, ' a gun' and shoots Steve, showing that Stacey had intentions of murder. Shooting Steve in the heart by Stacey shows that she intended to kill him as this could have ensured that Steve doesn't survive at all. Shooting in the heart resulted in death, considered murder, as she would have shot him maybe in the leg if she didn't want to kill him. Under the Model Penal Code, Steve was murdered in the second degree (Dubber, & LAW, 2002).
Homicide 
Homicide is the lawful or unlawful killing of a human being by another human being. The model penal code refers to homicide as felony murder.  In defending Michelle, Stacey committed homicide as she wanted to stop Steve from stubbing Michelle.
Charge of Wounding 
The charge of wounding is an offense one is accused of when their actions result in bleeding. Michelle intentionally takes the knife and stabs Stacey, which then results in wounding. The act creates wounds, and thus, Stacey committed a wounding offense as per the law.
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