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1) Andrei Sakharov, a prominent human rights activist, was an advocate of civil reforms and liberties and nuclear disarmament in the Soviet Union. He was against the Soviet system. Sakharov called for very profound, sweeping changes in all Soviet institutions- economic administration, the court system, police, controls over the media and the party. He criticized the Soviet's use of force and many of their approaches. He argued that since soviet communism lacked the basic principle of morality, it most certainly did not work correctly. He also criticized western capitalism for also lacking character. Additionally, he was against the Soviet's economic reforms and advocated for authoritarianism. He was also even sentenced to internal exile following his criticism of the invasion of Afghanistan by the Soviet.
2) Solzhenitsyn is best known for his fierce criticisms against the Stalin regime. He is among the most prominent soviet dissidents and a very outspoken critic of America’s system of communism. After being expelled from Russia, Solzhenitsyn went on live in America until after the Soviet Union collapsed. During his time in America, he criticized the American system for the rising secularism and materialism. He compared the dreadful replications of state-enforced atheism in the communist Soviet Union to the increasing materialism and secularism he witnessed in America. He claimed that the people of America had forgotten God, which is why things happened the way they did.
3) Sakharov and Solzhenitsyn were both dissidents, opposed to the Soviet system. They were both proponents of human rights, and both believed in following the rule of law. However, Sakharov believed that if the government and individuals followed the regulations, it would produce an ethical expression of behaviour. Sakharov rejected the Soviet approach and the use of force. Because Soviet Communism lacked morality, it did not work well. However, in the same way, he rejected Western capitalism as a lacking character as well. Sakharov believed that authoritarianism was okay if subject to the law and not just applied at the whim of the leaders. He supported the economic reforms put forth by Khrushchev.
Solzhenitsyn believed that authoritarianism was not so bad since Russia had lived under it for hundreds of years before communism. Solzhenitsyn stated, “It isn’t authoritarianism itself that’s intolerable, but the numerous ideological lies that are always foisted upon us. Not so much authoritarianism as arbitrariness and illegality.” Unlike Sakharov, Solzhenitsyn believed that moral goodness could be achieved through adhering to Russian Orthodoxy. Communism failed. Solzhenitsyn said, “It was mistaken when it forecast that the proletariat would be endlessly oppressed and never achieve anything in a bourgeois democracy.” Solzhenitsyn supported the idea of maintaining the Soviet system since there was a lack of experience in democracy; however, the authorities should give the soviets their intended power.
4) DIALOGUE
Solzhenitsyn: sometimes I wonder why some people in Soviet had to come into power
Sakharov: why do you say so?
Solzhenitsyn: Just saying, who in his rightful mind considers capitalism over socialism as an economic system and hopes that the nation would prosper and its people would dwell in peace?
Sakharov: I most certainly agree with you on that. The capitalist system is associated with unfair distribution of power and wealth, a tendency towards oligopoly and monopoly, counter-revolutionary wars, imperialism, and numerous cultural and economic exploitation ways.
Solzhenitsyn: capitalism has failed, and it is time for people to understand that. I strongly support the idea of maintaining the soviet system since it is evident that there is a lack of experience in democracy.  Capitalism is nothing less than the decadence of not only the Soviet but also of the US and many other nations with market-based economies.
Sakharov: Do you know what is more painful about all this?
Solzhenitsyn: apart from the fact that are all doomed, what is?
Sakharov: the fact that Soviet communism lacks morality, so there is no way it works well. If the individuals and government followed the laws, it would produce an ethical expression behaviour. I am not too fond of Soviet's capitalism; I am also disgusted the western's capitalism's lack of morality.
Solzhenitsyn: it good that you mentioned that. I also despise western capitalism as much. I amazed by the fact that the US is unable to learn from the Soviet's mistakes. I cannot stop comparing the dreadful replications of state-enforced atheism in the communist Soviet Union to the rising materialism and secularism he witnessed in America. All this because people had forgotten God.
Sakharov: true if they knew the ways of God, they would employ morality in their dealings.
Solzhenitsyn: so what is your stand on all this?
Sakharov: I believe that authoritarianism is fine if subject to the law and not just applied at the whim of the leaders.
Solzhenitsyn: Authoritarianism is not so bad; after all, Russia has lived under it for hundreds of years before capitalism. It is not authoritarianism itself that is intolerable, but the numerous ideological lies that are constantly imposed upon us. Not so much authoritarianism as arbitrariness and illegality.
Sakharov: well, said.
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