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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Cold War was primarily described as military and political tension environment that rose after the Second World War between two Blocs: The Western powers that the U.S and its allies and Eastern powers included the Soviet Union and its satellite states (Kraus et al., 2017). Arguably, 1947 is when the United States developed a policy by the name Truman Doctrine, which pledged to support the nations threatened by Soviet expansionism. The Soviet Union eventually collapsed in 1991 (Schwartz, 2019). The Cold War began due to the battle of ideas between the U.S and the Soviet Union where, three events took a central position in the Cold War that is the Truman Doctrine developed by President Truman, the Korean War and the Berlin airlift. However, the war could have been avoided if the Bolshevik revolution of 1917 was prevented, if Joseph Stalin did not succeed Vladimir Lenin and if Franklin D. Roosevelt was succeeded by Henry Wallace, instead of Harry Truman.
The Origin of the Cold War
It is believed that the Cold War was brought about by conflicting ideas between the U.S and the Soviet Union. Historians state that the Cold War origins date to events before World War II, with the Russian Revolution of 1917 being one of the major events. This is because the revolution ignited a battle of ideas between the U.S and the Soviet Union. Notably, the United States believed in liberalism, whereas the Soviet Union believed in communism an aspect which the U.S was against. This specific event resulted in pre-World War II between the Soviet Union, the U.S and the western European countries. During and after the Second World War, there are a series of events which escalated the already existing tension, like the Soviet-German pact which took place, in the beginning, two years of the war. This resulted in subsequent invasions of German. Other events include the support of the Atlantic Charter by the western allies, the wartime conferences disagreement over Eastern Europe fate, the creation of an Eastern Bloc by the Soviet, the abolishing of the Morgenthau Plan by the western allies in support of the German industry rebuild and lastly is the Marshall plan. All these events escalated the tension, which ignited the start of the Cold War (Kim et al., 2018). 
Historically, phase one of the Cold War began two years after the end of World War II in 1945(Schwartz, 2019). At this time, the Soviet Union had solidified its dominance over the Eastern Bloc states. In contrast, the U.S had strategically begun its containment plan to prevent the extension of the Soviet Union to the Western Bloc states. This was facilitated through financial and military aid. For instance, the U.S was against the establishment of the communist society; they supported the anti-communist groups during the Greek Civil War. Apart from the financial and military aid, they also created the NATO alliance. Notably, the 1948-1949 Berlin Blockade was termed as the first Cold War significant crisis (Kraus et al., 2017). This was followed by the Chinese Civil War victory by the communist sides, and the start of the Korean War expanded the conflict between the U.S and the USSR. In addition, the two parties were competing for the Latin America influence and the decolonization of Asian and African states. Meanwhile, in 1956, the Soviets stopped the Hungarian Revolution. During this period, the ongoing event sparked more crises like the Suez Crisis of 1956, 1961 Berlin Crisis, the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis (Kim et al., 2018). 
Notably, there are three key events which took a central position in the Cold War. The first was the drafting of the Truman Doctrine influence by then United States President Harry Truman. With the help of his foreign policy advisors, the president was largely against the USSR. With the Congress's help, he got the support for the Truman Doctrine, which was a formal Soviet containment policy and the Marshall Plan, aimed to support the rebuilding of Europe. Notably, Truman was against the communist ideologies, and he argued that communism thrived in economically deprived places. With his announcement his Truman Plan in 1947, March 12th, to the Congress, and added more development in 1948, July 12th, he declared his support for Turkey and Greece as he pledged to Soviet expansion threat. President Truman's speech is often used by historians as the starting date of the Cold War. 
The second event was the Berlin Airlift. In 1948, June 24th, the Soviet Union shut off the access to three Berlin sectors which were held by the Westerns (Schwartz, 2019). General Lucius Clay, who was the American commander for the zone occupied by Americans in Germany, suggested sending armored column to West Berlin across the Soviet area to help them defend themselves in case of an attack. It was President Truman's believe that this action would necessitate an unacceptable war risk. Therefore, through the Ernest Bevin plan, he approved the supply of necessities to the blockaded sides by air. Hence, the Berlin Airlift was incited on June 25th by the Allies, an attempt that successfully became one of Truman's greatest foreign policy successes. Nevertheless, airlift use continued for months even after ground access was achieved in 1949 May 11th (Kraus et al., 2017). However, this action increased the tension between the U.S and the Soviet Union.
 The third event is the Korean War, when Kim II-Sung, North Korea's leader, invaded South Korea with his army in June 1950. The war had been planned and prepared by Joseph Stalin, who was then the head of the Soviet Union. This attracted the United States' attention that devoted their support towards South Korea with the backing of the United Nations. The war ended in July 1953 after Joseph Stalin's death and a successful eviction of the North Korean Army from South Korea (Feygin, 2017). 
Could the War have been Prevented?
Arguably, the Cold War could be avoided, based on three key arguments. First, if the Bolshevik revolution in 1917 was prevented, the two parties could avoid the Cold War (Brady, 2017). However, the revolution provoked an unavoidable battle of ideas that is the American liberalism versus the Soviet communism. These two ideas developed hostile and definitive disagreements contributed by President Wilson and the then Soviet Union leader Vladimir Lenin. Their crush of ideologies created an environment which largely triggered the start of the Cold War. Besides, neither was willing to step aside and allow history to take its course hence the vague aspirations and over-ambitious American and Soviet foreign policy meant that there was always an unstable peaceful coexistence. 
The second argument is that the Cold War could be avoided if Joseph Stalin did not succeed Vladimir Lenin. Besides, Stalin was a dictator who brutally controlled the Soviet Union with his domestic and foreign policies. Notably, the majority of his policies and actions posed unstable peaceful coexistence between the then powerful allies. The last argument is that if Franklin D. Roosevelt was succeeded by Henry Wallace, instead of Harry Truman, then the Cold War could be avoided. Besides, Truman foreign policies escalated the tension between the United States and the Soviet Union. The above character's actions created an environment which resulted in more than four decades of nuclear precariousness, mistrust and fear (Brady, 2017). 


Conclusion
Conclusively, the Cold War was primarily described as military and political tension environment that rose after the Second World War between two Blocs that is the Western powers that the U.S and its allies and Eastern powers included the Soviet Union and its satellite states. However, three events took a central position in the Cold War that is the Truman Doctrine developed by President Truman, the Korean War and the Berlin airlift. These three events largely escalated the tension between the Soviet Union and the United States. Arguably, the Cold War could be avoided if the Bolshevik revolution in 1917 was prevented, which lead to the emergence of two holistic and definitive ideologies that is the American liberalism versus the Soviet communism. Secondly, the Cold War could be avoided if Joseph Stalin did not succeed Vladimir Lenin. Besides, Stalin was a dictator who brutally controlled the Soviet Union with his domestic and foreign policies. Lastly, if Franklin D. Roosevelt was succeeded by Henry Wallace, instead of Harry Truman, then the Cold War could be avoided.
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