California Wildfires.edited.edite
d.docx

by

Submission date: 07-Oct-2021 05:56PM (UTC-0400)
Submission ID: 1668129452

File name: California_Wildfires.edited.edited.docx (14.17K)
Word count: 776

Character count: 4371



California Wildfires

Name:

Institution:

Course:

Instructor:

Date:

-




California Wildfires

California is prone to wildfires, and there are two opposing reasons related to what causes
these wildfires. The first issue is climate change. In specific ways, fire is a small process. The
wildfires burn as long as the foliage is dry and there is a catalyst. Like most of the West,
California receives the majority of its precipitation in the autumn and winter. Its grasslands then
spend most of the warmer months gradually drying out due to failed rainfall and hot weather.
That grasslands then serve as fuel for wildfires. Keeley and Syphard (2021), simplifies the link
between climate change and fuel sources that is straightforward: warmer weather dry out fuels.
All that is required to start a fire in regions with plentiful and very dry hydrocarbons is a spark.
The fires are also started by lightning storms that hit dry vegetation and strong winds that strike
the electricity wires together, producing sparks.

According to Pierre-Louis and Schwartz (2021), a second cause of the California
wildfires is human activity. Even if the conditions are perfect for a forest fire, somebody or
something must activate it. Individuals are slowly moving into places adjacent to the forests
prone to fire, recognized as the urban-wildland interaction. Social meetings such as gender reveal
parties and bonfire interactions have also been faulted for California's wildfires, especially those
involving fireworks and bonfires at night (Pierre-Louis & Schwartz, 2021). In my view, the
primary cause of the California wildfires is human conduct, fueling over 90% of the wildfires in
the county.

The relationship between the mudslides in the pacific West is linked to the wildfires. The
fires in California destroy the vegetation on top of the soils, leaving the ground bare. California
is also dry and experiences little rainfall, but rainfall finds the soil surface loose after a fire,

causing landslides. In addition, apart from the environmental impact of wildfires, it also affects




the country's and state's economies. The fire destroys vegetation and kills wildlife along its path.
It also produces smoke that exacerbates the problem of global warming.

Regarding the economic consequences, the 2018 forest fires in California cost the nation $148.5
billion, comparable to 0.7% of the GDP (University of California, 2020). Out of this amount,
$45 9 billion was lost outside California. The state suffered losses totaling $102.6 billion.
Whereas investment damages and healthcare expenses in California amounted to 59.9 billion,
unintended impacts from fiscal instability to the country's economic areas amounted to $42.7
billion (University of California, 2020). The US market also sustained $45.9 billion in indirect
damages beyond California occasioned by the commercial ties between California and the other
parts of the nation.

Since human activities cause a majority of wildfires, these activities must be restricted in
California. California is dry, and people should not be allowed to light fireworks that can cause
fires instantly. People should also ensure that they create defensible spaces if living close to a
forest area prone to fires. Smoking materials like cigarettes should be adequately disposed of in
fireproof containers. Those engaged in camping activities should not leave fires unattended.
These fires should be wholly doused with water before people leave. The state can also help by
ensuring that the vegetation that allows fires to climb up the tree canopies are cleared, enhancing
emergency responses by adequately resourcing and staffing the firefighting departments, and
mapping hotspots where the fires are likely to occur. More importantly, people must start having
a serious discussion about climate change because its impact is being felt.

To sum it up, there is a correlation between these natural disasters and the environmental
policies and guidelines at the local and federal levels. The government can play an active role in

ensuring that it manages these wildfires. It can also take a back seat and allow the local




administration to develop policies and guidelines to limit their occurrence. Environmental
policies at the state and federal government are meant to ensure that humans live in harmony
with their surroundings and limit damage to the environment. In this regard, the local and federal
policymakers should ensure that they adopt a favorable policy implemented by the

environmental agencies tasked with limiting the spread of wildfires.
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