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Carnation Milk
Poem explication
The poem of Carnation Milk is among the shortest and most loved poems in history. Carnation Milk is milk in powder form that is only added some water then served. The poet views it as the best for it is easily available. She is a person who has a clear understanding of dairy farming and milk products. The can in the hand is the product she has purchased from the shop that satisfies her urge of milk without strain. She is in comfort with no more strain and hard work to get the product. The second line of the poem of no pulling tits and no hay to pitch refers to the cow and how it has to be cared for to get milk in exchange. The persona of the poem means that looking for pasture and milking the cow will be forgone for carnation milk is readily available.
Punching a hole in the son of a bitch in the third line means opening the can containing carnation milk to have the drink. That is the only task that one would do. The poem is written in first person persona, revealing some details about the poet even though the poem is short. The narrator seems to have an intense desire for Carnation Milk. A reader can observe that the writer of poem employs a lot of vulgar language, a depiction of the character and gender of the narrator. The poem has a simple meaning practically a commercial for Carnation Milk. It is interesting and funny to the reader. A sarcastic tone is used that demonstrates that milk powder is easy to handle and convenient for the user (Kennedy, 2002).
The milking process is an act that is not loved by many only for the gifted. The fingers strain a lot and it has to be done in a given period of time when the cow releases its milk.  One has to be fast to obtain a huge quantity of milk otherwise obtain a little amount. The narrator of the poem finds the whole ordeal saved now that there is a supplementary to such, the canned carnation milk. To have a deeper understanding of canned milk, we have to relate the situation in the United States of America in the 20th century. Infant mortality rates were on the rise for a number of factors, mainly sicknesses in the summer season. 
Cow's milk was taken to be a significant nourishment for young ones, though, during hot weather conditions, the bacteria in the milk multiplied very fast. Most countries in the U.S did not have standardized milk procedures. Those who supplied the product delivered very highly contaminated milk from dirty containers in the long term leading to a large number of deaths among infants whose immune system was bit weak. To counter the high deaths, the canned milk market came up in 1899. It was propounded by Stuart who had no experience in dairy farming. The first three encounters in the business were a failure though he did not give up. With his colleague, Tom Yerxa, they came up with a plan to indulge in the business of powder milk in a deserted hotel in Kent located in Washington, not far from south of Seattle.
Neither of the two partners knew the process of obtaining milk powder. They borrowed insights from John Myenberg who had a patent for a new process and materials needed for the job. Milk powder is different from condensed milk in that during the process of evaporation no other ingredient is added. Both are canned and are obtained after heating and removing some of the water, though milk in condensed form is thicker since it includes sugar to aid its life cycle. Milk powder is no different from ordinary milk only that water is removed, to turn it back in the normal state, only water is added.
On 6th September 1899, the business of Stuart and Yerxa drew a lot of attention from dairy farmers. They received 2,596 litres of fresh milk which converted to 55 cases of milk powder. Each case contained 48 cans of Carnation Milk. However, the first lot of cases did not sell well since they did not want to incur a lot of money in the purchase of milk can. They instead opted to make them manually in their plant. The cans that they made were of poor quality since they had the potential of bursting and leaking. This affected the sales since a lot of milk was wasted. 
In the first year of business operation, the Company got a loss of 140,000 dollars. Yerxa decided to withdraw from the business and was given a compensation of 5,000 dollars as down payment of 45,000 dollars. Stuart did not give up but took up the business with a lot of enthusiasm and hard work. He owned half of the debts obtained and by spring in 1901, he was the sole owner of the business enterprise. He changed the brand name of the Company from Pacific Coast Condensed Milk Company to Carnation Company some years afterward. He did not want to have another failed business whole heartedly, so he worked extra harder and the Company gradually began to transform. 
By the year 1932, Carnation milk produced a good number of condensed milk tins on daily basis and was loved by many families. Families could at least have access to safe and sterilized milk with no additives at their convenience. Stuart's unwavering zeal for a quality product and a safe haven for those who reared dairy breeds enabled him to turn the tables of a nearly collapsing Company into a world-wide recognition.  He ensured that milk came from healthy cows and in so doing aided the farmers in getting the product. He even founded his firm for rear cattle that would aid in the running of the business effectively. Carnation milk became a favorite for many, even though it is not a routine substitute for milk. The product has established a new lease on life.
Even though milk in the past has not been given much concern in the diet, there are a couple of people who could not access it. Due to its perishable nature, it often got spoilt before consumption due to primitive conditions in the transport and refrigeration sectors. Only those who were near a source of dairy supply could get it fresh. The solution to this marketing crisis was the development of evaporated milk as propounded by Stuart. Carnation Milk is rich in flavor and whole milk exceptionally delicious due to the friendly environmental conditions in North Pacific Coast. The cows there are healthy, satisfied and are pastured throughout the year. These surroundings embodied with the extreme care, good handling of products through cooling and sterilization make Carnation Milk safe, nutritious and yummy. 
While most companies use attractive rhymes and consumer involvement contests to market their products, Carnation Company did not sponsor a contest to invite customers to complete a rhyme whose title sentence would be, Carnation milk is the best of all. This prompted a submission of, just punch a hole by a lady from North Carolina. She send it via email and was given an award of 1000 dollars even though it was not used for advertisement due to its interesting and funny nature. The piece is about the common household product, milk, which is quite involving in the process of acquiring it from the cow.
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