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Mr. David Gutierrez
Chair, Texas State Board
Pardons and Parolees
8610 Shoal Creek Blvd.
Austin, TX 78757


February 1, 2020


To Texas State Board of Pardons and Parolees:

Pursuant to legal requirements outlined in Texas Government Code § 508.1555, attached you will find documentation supporting a request for parole submitted by Jane Doe (DOP ID# 112459) on January 27th, 2020. 

The requestee was convicted on two felony counts (Indecent Liberties with a Child and a Statutory Sex Offense) during a Cameron County Department of Justice hearing on January 3rd, 2019. The requestee was sentenced to 28 to 56 months and has now served approximately 50 percent of her original sentence minimum. In accordance with Texas State Code of Criminal Procedure § 48.62.001 for 3G Offenses, the requestee is now eligible to submit a parole application for review by the board.

The requestee’s application has been submitted through the official submission portal, and the following documents should be filed as corroborating material to verify the requestee’s claim. Attached you will find: (1) Personal History of the Requestee, (2) Mental Health and Drug Use Evaluations, (3) Prior Education and Work History, (4) Statements from Family, (5) Prior Criminal History, and (6) Details of the Convicting Incidents.

Please supply all documentation to the Parole Examiner for recommendation and set a hearing date within thirty days of receipt.


On behalf of Jane Doe (DOP ID# 112459),
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Elizabeth Hemphill (Representative)
Criminal Justice Attorney
700 W 14th St.
Austin, TX 78757
Case No. 459012	DOP ID# 112459	February 2020
[image: ]

Documentation Supporting Parole Request: Personal History
The following information was provided voluntarily by the requestee and has not been legally verified. The requestee has attested that events in her personal history impacted her behavior and served as risk factors which contributed to her criminal actions.The requestee, hereafter referred to as Jane Doe, stated that she was born in March 1986 and is currently 34 years old. She lived with her mother and three older siblings, one brother and two sisters, for most of her childhood. Their home was located in what Jane Doe described as a “project” in the metropolitan area of Dallas, Texas and was deficient in safety compliance and space. Jane Doe recalls that their roof had several large holes due to leaks in the roof and that the power and gas were frequently shut off in the house due to her mother being unable to pay the utility bills consistently. Jane Doe states that she had to share a bedroom with all three of her siblings, and because there was not enough space on the bed, she was required to sleep on the floor in a sleeping bag until she left home at 16 years old.

For much of her childhood, Jane Doe states that she had poor relationships with her siblings and mother and that their house was frequently full of fighting, as her mother and siblings disapproved of the people Jane Doe was spending time with, and her decision to lie about her age so that she could begin working at 13. Especially after Jane Doe began working, there were frequent fights in her home over the money she earned at her job, which she did not share with her other family members. Jane Doe reports that occasionally these fights would turn physical, and that on more than one occasion, the police were called to separate herself and her mother or herself and her siblings. She reports that there was “not a lot of love” in their household and that it was “everyone for themselves.”

Jane Doe reports that she did not know her father and had never had any contact with him. However, she also states that throughout her childhood, her mother would frequently bring boyfriends and dates to the home, and that occasionally these boyfriends lived with their family for up to several months at a time. She believes that she was molested by three of these men, twice that she recalls and once which potentially occurred after she was struck in the head during a fight between herself and the man. She states that although she reported the molestation her mother, her mother claimed she was making the events up for attention and therefore always sided with her current boyfriends. Jane Doe states this further contributed to the fighting in the household, and that her siblings supported their mother instead of siding with her. Jane Doe reports that she does not know the names of the men who were involved in these events, as she and her siblings were always instructed to call the men by nicknames or family terms such as “Uncle.”

At 16, Jane Doe left her home and used money from her job to buy a ticket to Brownsville, as she felt it would be easier to keep work and live her life “where they don’t ask as many questions as in the big cities.” She has lived in Brownsville since that time.

Documentation Supporting Parole Request: Mental Health and Drug Use Evaluation
The following information was provided voluntarily by the requestee and verified by on-site psychiatrist Dr. Temsin Li and on-site physician Dr. Jorge Castillo.An in-take evaluation was completed when Jane Doe entered the Cameron County Detention Center on January 3rd, 2019. Dr. Temsin Li, licensed corrections psychiatrist with an emphasis in childhood trauma, oversaw the evaluation. At the time, Dr. Li noticed that the client appeared to have significant difficulty recalling events and names from her past, and occasionally stated information that appeared to contradict itself, such as stating that she was frequently left alone with her mother’s boyfriends as a child, but then later stating that because there were so many people in the small house, she was never given any time alone or privacy. Dr. Li states that the series of events that Jane Doe expressed to her at the time of the evaluation was extremely disorganized, with the names of places and people often being mistaken and most events being relayed out of order. Jane Doe also exhibited abnormal motor behaviors, including waving her hands aggressively while speaking calmly or rocking noticeably in her seat with no explanation for the behavior. It was determined that some of Jane Doe’s actions and aggressive behaviors might have been fueled by auditory hallucinations, as Jane Doe reported constantly hearing the voice of her mother yelling at her.

Jane Doe reported consistent thoughts of suicide, social isolation, and inability to form stable relationships with others. She also reported constantly feeling anxious and being afraid that people were judging her actions, even those who had not yet met her. Based on the results of the in-take evaluation and Jane Doe’s responses to the voluntary self-report measurement scales, Dr. Li determined that Jane Doe may be suffering from undiagnosed and untreated schizophrenia disorder, which makes it difficult to determine whether the events described as part of the requestee’s personal history are accurate or potentially affected by hallucinations. Dr. Li attests that it is possible the client’s disorder contributed to the situations which put her at risk for criminal behavior. A course of treatment was recommended for the requestee including mandatory weekly counseling sessions and prescription Aripiprazole. Dr. Li has noted that engaging in weekly counseling and taking prescribed medicine has had positive effects on Jane Doe’s behavior and made it possible for her to interact with her fellow inmates in a healthy manner; however, Dr. Li has expressed concerns that Jane Doe may not be able to keep up her medication and counseling routine without consistent supervision, which could result in backsliding into unhealthy behaviors again.



Documentation Supporting Parole Request: Mental Health and Drug Use Evaluation
The following information was provided voluntarily by the requestee and verified by on-site psychiatrist Dr. Temsin Li and on-site physician Dr. Jorge Castillo.
The client tested negative for the presence of controlled substances at the time of her arrest and reports that she “doesn’t use that much anymore.” However, she voluntarily reported a history of methamphetamine usage which she states began at 14 years old. She indicates that her first workplace paid people under-the-table and that many of her coworkers took drugs. She was invited to try meth by these coworkers, and much of the money she made from her first position went into purchasing injectable methamphetamine. It is unclear whether her family members were aware of her drug usage at the time she was still living in Dallas; Jane Doe did not answer when questioned about whether her drug usage was the subject of arguments in the home at the time.

Jane Doe states that she hit a low point while using in 2015, and decided that she needed to make a change after waking up in an alley she did not remember entering with more than two days of time lost; she does not recall anything which happened during this two day period. Jane Doe checked herself in for in-patient care even though she did not have insurance and attempted to cease using controlled substances. She states that this was “one of the hardest times” in her life, and that she “fell off the bandwagon” several times, but that she no longer consistently uses and no longer considers herself to be an addict.

Jane Doe did not exhibit withdrawal symptoms following in-take to the detention facility and has not had access to or been prescribed any other substance excepting medication for schizophrenia disorder. Jane Doe states that she does appreciate “getting away from the temptation” that being in detention has provided. 

If released, Dr. Castillo has noted that care will need to be taken to ensure that Jane Doe does not return to the same environments which encouraged her to begin using methamphetamine or which made it possible for her to easily access the controlled substance. He recommends that consistent supervision be applied to the requestee to prevent criminal substance use for recurring. 



Documentation Supporting Parole Request: Prior Education and Work History
The following information was provided voluntarily by the requestee and has not been legally verified. Jane Doe stated that she dropped out of Pearce High School in 10th grade and that her grades were never very impressive. She stated that she struggled with school “from the beginning” and “always hated going.” She reports minimal attendance throughout her first two years of high school due to working, and states that she left for good when she decided to move to Brownsville because she did not have the proper documents needed to re-enroll after running away from her mother’s home. While incarcerated Jane Doe was offered the opportunity to complete courses to receive high school credit, but declined the offer at the time, stating “that would just make prison even worse.”

 Jane Doe states that she worked as a housekeeper for a hotel in Dallas from the age of 13 to 16. Although she admits to lying about her age to initially receive employment, she declined to name the specific hotel at which she had been employed, noting that she “didn’t want to rat out” a business that had chosen to employ her and many others. She reported that all the housekeeping staff at this hotel were paid under-the-counter in order to avoid taxes, and that her pay was lower than the mandated state minimum wage. Jane Doe states that she frequently witnessed gang activity at and near the hotel where she worked but that the staff “took care of each other” and she did not become personally involved in any of the gangs which used the hotel for transactions.

After coming to Brownsville, Jane Doe was able to secure a position as a waitress for a family restaurant located off International Blvd. She declined to name this restaurant as well, as she “did not want the owners mixed up in this” and did not want them to find out about her arrest, but states that she was legally employed at the restaurant and paid the minimum wage plus tips. 

Jane Doe believes that her position at the restaurant would have been given to another person at this point, and she is very concerned about not being able to find work with a felony conviction on her record. She has expressed that, although she is seeking parole, she does not know whether she will be able to find a job upon leaving the detention facility and doubts that she will be able to afford housing without employment. She has stated that “even being homeless would be better” than remaining in incarceration but expressed doubt that she would able to meet the stability requirements of parole without additional support such as job placement or financial aid.



Documentation Supporting Parole Request: Statements from Family
The following information was provided voluntarily by members of the requestee’s family who were contacted for statements regarding the requestee’s personal history and character. They are being included with the requestee’s permission.Statement from Requestee’s mother: “There was always something just wrong with her. She would lie all the time; she was always picking fights with people for no reasons. You couldn’t say anything against her, or she would throw a fit every time. It was a relief when she decided to move out. I wasn’t surprised to find out she was in prison; I had told the police she needed to go earlier, and they let her go. I haven’t talked to her in 15 years and I want to keep it that way.”

Statement from Requestee’s brother: “I didn’t get along with my older sister much, but I didn’t expect her to end up in prison. I knew she was involved in some stuff that was sketchy, but we didn’t talk about it back then. I looked up what crime she got arrested for and I never would have expected something like that from her. I didn’t even know she was into that kind of thing in the first place. We haven’t talked in a while, but the whole situation makes me feel bad. Maybe things would have been different if we had reached out to her after she left.”

Statement from Requestee’s aunt: “I don’t know what all happened and I don’t know if there’s a good reason Jane went to jail, but I do know that that side of the family has been a mess from day one. I never agreed with the way my sister was living her life, going from guy to guy and spending their money, and she dragged all her kids into it too. I tried to get the kids away from her several times but she’s good at putting on her happy face and convincing people nothing’s going on. If Jane got into trouble with the law, it’s probably because my sister ignored her so much and let her do whatever she wanted. I don’t think you can blame someone when that’s how they were raised. Jane’s basically just paying for my sister’s mistakes.”

Statement from Requestee’s sister: “My sister doesn’t deserve to be in prison. Whatever happened, I don’t think the police got the full story, and I think that a lot of people just had it out for my sister because she’s different. I don’t really believe all the stuff I read on the news about this situation; a lot of things get exaggerated for attention on the media. I tried to reach out to her, but she hasn’t returned my letters. I thought about getting an attorney to help her, but I don’t know if she’ll want to talk to me again after all this time.”



Documentation Supporting Parole Request: Prior Criminal History
The following information addresses all instances in the requestee’s current file prior to their conviction and was provided by the Texas Department of Corrections and verified by Officer Gonzalez (Badge #614), overseeing records management for the Cameron County Department of Corrections Office. · 1999-2003: Requestee was involved in six incidents in which police were called to the scene of domestic disputes. No arrests were made during these incidents, but official statements were collecting regarding physical altercations which occurred as part of each incident. The requestee was found to be the aggressor in four of the six domestic dispute calls.

· 2007: Class-B misdemeanor issued following a routine vehicle stop and search which discovered recently used marijuana paraphernalia in the vehicle. Requestee stated the pipe belonged to the passenger in the car, who stated that it belonged to Jane Doe. Jane Doe was fined but not arrested. Fine was later overturned in a court appearance in favor of community service. 

· 2013: Arrested and temporarily jailed following an aggressive intoxicated dispute with another female outside of a bar. Initial charges of assault and battery were later dropped after it was determined that both parties engaged in the fight after being forcibly removed from the bar. The requestee was held in custody for three days during processing and before arraignment. 

· 2019: 11/25/2019, police were called to the scene of a domestic dispute outside the requestee’s apartment building, where officers separated the requestee and female teenager who engaged in a public screaming match. The teenager was upset that she had been lied to about something but would not tell officers what. Although threats had been during the dispute, the teenager declined to press charges or answer further questions from the officer. As the altercation had not turned physical, the requestee was separated from the teenager and both parties were asked to leave the scene. No arrests were made at the time.  



Documentation Supporting Parole Request: Details of Convicting Incidents
Offender: Jane Doe, age 33 at time of arrest 
Conviction: (Felony) Indecent Liberties with Child, (Felony) Statutory Sex Offense 
Victim: Age 12 
Status: Active DOC Offender 
Child Protective Services reported the offense to the Police Department on 12/20/2019. The reporting CPS officer stated that the victim’s stepmother initially reported the offenses to CPS. 
The victim’s stepmother stated the following to CPS: the victim came to her on 12/19/2019 and reported that she had been forced to engage in a relationship with the offender, who was their neighbor. The victim told her stepmother that the offender had performed sexual acts upon the victim at least 5 times, with the last incident taking place on 11/30/2019. The victim stated that she went along with the sexual acts because she was coerced and threated to do so, reporting that the offender threatened to kill her family and burn down their home if the victim ever told anyone about what occurred. 
The offender was interviewed by detectives. During the interview, the offender denied taking part in any sexual acts with the victim; however, she later recanted that statement and instead stated that the victim had come to her on 3 to 4 occasions for sex. The offender claimed that the victim had digitally penetrated her vagina and that they had willingly performed oral sex upon each other. These events occurred at the victim’s parents’ home as well as at the offender’s nearby apartment. The offender stated that she did not know the exact age of the victim when these acts occurred and believed she was older than 12 years old. 
It should be noted that the offender was involved in a relationship with another female, age 16, at the time of the interview. Upon examination of the offender’s police record, it was discovered the previous dispute on 11/25/2019 occurred when the offender’s girlfriend discovered the offender’s actions with the 12-year-old victim. The fight occurred regarding this issue but was not resolved at the time because the girlfriend chose not to follow up with police questioning. 
The offender was charged with one count each of listed charge and taken into custody. She is currently seeking parole after serving 14 months of an active sentence of 28 months minimum to 56 months maximum in the custody of the Department of Corrections.
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